Montgomery County

Middle-High School




"
What I1s an E-SPLOST?

An Education Special Purpose Local Option
Sales Tax (E-SPLOST) allows local school
districts the option to ask voters for the abillity to
levy and to collect a 1% sales tax to help fund
school improvements.

It can be used for capital projects or to retire
debt but cannot be used to pay operating
expenses such as salaries.

E-SPLOSTSs are enacted by referendum.



"
Why an E-SPLOST?

The Education SPLOST Is not a property
tax.

It provides a method of funding the cost of
educational improvements and retires
bond debt in which everyone, not just
property owners, contributes to.

The sales tax is paid by everyone who
shops or stays in Montgomery County.



" S
Would the proposed E-SPLOST be
a tax increase”?

If approved, the sales tax for education
would remain at its current level.

A ‘yes’ vote would simply continue the
current 1% sales tax for education for an
additional five years or until approved
SPLOST funds ($ 3.75 million) are
collected, whichever comes first.



" J
Will my property tax increase?

We hope to avoid a property tax increase
We expect not to have a property tax increase

Worse Case Scenario: Less than one mill. (one-
half mill = less than $ 29 on a $ 100,000 home)

Economic growth or additional federal funding

may eliminate the need for any property tax
Increase



" I
Has the current E-SPLOST been a
success?

YES!

The new Montgomery
County Elementary
School was
constructed in 2006.



And...

New Field House
Addition

New flooring at the
High School

New High School
Lockers

Asbestos Abatement
at the Elementary
School



Why do we need to extend our
current E-SPLOST?

A new and modern
middle-high school is
needed for the students
of Montgomery County.
We also need to continue
to make other
Improvements to facilities
and equipment, as well
as upgrade technology
resources.



Why do we need a new Middle-
High School?

Safety and Security
Issues

Present faclility is a
combination of 8
buildings



Original Building was erected in
1929



Older Buildings

Buildings are old,
outdated, and not
conducive to
Instruction In the 21st
Century

Older, inadequate
buildings cost more to
maintain and operate



Exterior Siding Issues



Interior Paint Issues



Moisture Problems



Technology Retrofits



Undersized Gymnasium



No Bus Canopy or Covered Walks



“New schools don’t improve
student achievement.”

Buildings do not increase student
achievement — quality teachers do.

New buildings DO provide a safe
environment for learning for our students

Students lose valuable instructional time
moving across an open campus and
waiting in line for the restroom.



Why not Renovate?

More costly to renovate than to build a new
school
State Department of Education will only provide

state funding for the construction of a new
middle-high school ($ 5.2 million)

Estimated Cost of renovating and modifying the
4 newest buildings (1995):

$ 5,885,017 (would require a large property
tax increase)



Why consider building a new
school during a time of recession?

Construction Costs are lower
Very cost-effective time to build

State capital outlay program, including Advance
Funding component, will end June, 2010

Will be a boost to the local economy —
opportunity for local sub-contractors

Interest rates for bonds are lower than they have
been In many years



If we walt...

Facility issues continue or worsen

The longer construction Is delayed, the greater
the cost to local taxpayers

Any improvements or repairs to facilities would
be at the expense of the local taxpayer

Students need a new facility now to prepare
them for the competitive job market of the future

Less State $$$



