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  The Roman Colosseum


 (Use for computer and OPAC searches)

· The Colosseum
· The Roman Colosseum
· Roman

· Italy



This pathfinder will be useful in finding information about The Roman Colosseum. 
For an introduction to the topic, see:  
· Wikipedia
Colosseum, No Author Given, Citation 3
This site gives an overview of the construction, usage, and history of the most famous building in Roman history. 
Key Print Reference Source(s)
· The World Book Encyclopedia (2002)
Colosseum, Citation 4
This site gives brief information about the official name, location, and contents of the colosseum.
Other Print Resources

· Roman Life

Mary Johnston, Citation 5
This book provides information on the Colosseum’s construction and purpose. There are many useful pictures and diagrams found in this source.
Key Online Resources 

· Search Engines
www.google.com
www.nettrekker.com 
Other Online Resources
· The Colosseum 
http://www.roman-colosseum.info/ Citation 2
This site gives very basic information about the history of Colosseum and the people who inhabited its walls.
· Roman Colosseum
http://www.unrv.com/culture/colosseum.php Citation 6
This site gives a great deal of information on the construction and history of the Colossuem. It also briefly discusses the building’s purpose and importance in ancient architecture. 
· The Colosseum

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210200/ancient_rome/colosseum.htm Citation 1
This website contains a good, but small, amount of information about the buildings size, construction, and usage. The site also details when and why the arena was built. 

Why should The Roman Colosseum be considered a world icon?

1. The Colosseum was the largest outdoor theater of ancient Rome.
2. The structure is considered one of the finest examples of Roman architecture and engineering.
3. The Colosseum is one of the most recognizable buildings in the entire world.
4. The arena was flooded many times to hold mock naval battles with life-sized boats.
5. Epic gladiator battles were fought in the Colosseum.
6. The Roman Colosseum has been in existence since 80 AD. 
7. The Colosseum had a total spectator capacity of 45,000-55,000, which is more than some college football stadiums.

8. The entire theater (45,000-55,000 people) could be evacuated with five minutes. (The first of its kind.)
9. The Emperor Vespasian built the Roman Colosseum to make a difference, as well as to set himself and Rome apart from the world.
10. During the first 100 days of operation, hundreds of animals were killed in the arena, as well as 2,000 gladiators. 
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