Name: __________________  Date: ___________  Period: ______________

Study Guide:  Chapter 5 Ancient India

subcontinent           a large landmass that is smaller than a continent

Harappa                  earliest civilization in the Indus River Valley; intelligent and talented
Mohenjo Daro         well planned cities built in the Indus River Valley by Harappans

Monsoons           
 seasonal winds that cause wet and dry seasons in south Asia
Aryans                  
 warrior/nomads from Central Asia who entered the Indian subcontinent 

                               through the Khyber Pass and settled in India; later began to farm and  

                               develop permanent settlements.                              

Rajas                 
warrior/leaders of Aryan villages who fought each other and others

Vedas                     collections of Aryan religious hymns, poems, myths and rituals 

Hindu classes          Brahmins (highest), Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Sudras  

Brahman                 universal spirit; all Hindu gods are part of this spirit 
Brahmanism

Aryan religion based on the writings of the Vedas; blended with other 

                               people’s beliefs to become Hinduism later.
Jainism                   religion started by people who disagreed with 
Hinduism; non-violent; did not want to kill anything (even bugs)
Flooding

 causes good farmland
Siddhartha Gautama     found enlightenment through meditation and fasting.

(called The Buddha:The Enlightened One)  Wanted to find the causes of human suffering; believed in nonviolence
Buddhism

The religion started by Gautama; the caste system was not important

Four Noble Truths
the guiding principles of Buddhism
Candragupta Maurya  Founder of the Maurya Empire

Asoka
A Mauryan emperor who converted to Buddhism and swore he would not fight any more wars. He built many temples and schools in India. 

Candra  Gupta II
Ruled India during the height of Gupta power.  The Classic Age of India 
into smaller kingdoms.

Stupa


Buddhist temple
The Mahabharata
One of the longest literary epics.  The story of a struggle between two families for control of a kingdom.  Contains Hindu teachings.  
The Bhagavad Gita is the most famous passage from the Mahabharata.

The Ramayana         Another important Indian epic.  The story of Rama, the god Vishnu in human form, come to earth to destroy demons and to rescue his wife, Sita, from one of the demons.  It teaches Hindu lessons on how to be a perfect ruler and how to have a perfect marriage.
Math


the Hindu-Arabic numerals are still used today.

Sanskrit

The most important language of Ancient India.
Hinduism

The largest religion of fAncient India 

Indus


A major river flowing out of the Himalayas

Caste system
The division of Indian society divided into groups by birth, wealth, or 
occupation; strict rules
Reincarnation
 The process of a soul being reborn in a new body.

Nirvana

A state of perfect peace

Astronomy

The study of the stars and planets

Monsoons

Seasonal wind patterns that cause wet and dry seasons

Nonviolence

the avoidance of violent actions

Missionaries

People who want to spread their religious beliefs

Metallurgy

The science of working with metals.
Dharma                   The laws and duties of a caste 

Karma                     The results of a person’s good and bad acts, it determines what caste you 

                                  are reincarnated into

Eightfold Path         The Fourth Noble Truth in Buddhism which guides the path to the end of 
                                 suffering

Outcaste                 Someone who has broken the caste rules, married outside their caste, or 

                                  who is born to parents who are outside the caste system; the lowest of 

                                  the low (also called “untouchable”)
Mohandas Gandhi     Indian who supported non-violent protests to force the British out of 

                                India;  killed in 1948.  

Be able to locate the following places on a blank map: (Practice locating them on your map)
Ganges River

Indus River

Hindu Kush Mountains

Himalayas

Mohenjo Daro

Khyber Pass

