THIS FINAL EXAM REVIEW SHEET IS A COMPILATION OF REVIEWS CREATED BY YOUR PEERS.  ALL ASPECTS ARE “FAIR-GAME” FOR THE ACTUAL FINAL.  PLEASE LOOK AT THE REVIEW SHEET I GAVE YOU IN CLASS TO MAKE SURE YOU COVER ALL TERMS AND CONCEPTS WHILE STUDYING.  I HOPE YOU FIND THIS TO BE HELPFUL.

GOOD LUCK!!
Waiting for Godot
Samuel Beckett

Character arc:

Pozzo has a character arch because in the beginning of the play henfeels he only needs help with little petty things and after the first act Pozzo returns blind and needs help when he falls. He becomes fully dependant on others as the play progresses.

Moral:

There is no moral to the story but it’s only a reflection that life has no purpose.

Symbols:

The boy that repeatedly shows up during the play is symbolic of hope and how people relive the same thing everyday with no purpose but little bits of hope that life has a meaning drives people to keep repeating their daily routine and living. 

Pairs is a symbol in this play because Vladimir and Estragon  and Pozzo and Lucky all represent this. They show how people are dependant on other people no matter what but regardless people still end up listening to that little bit of hope (the boy in this case).

Themes:

Abuse is one theme in this novel because everyone is  abusive to one another. Vladimir and Estragon abuse one another to pass time and entertain themselves as well as Pozzo and Lucky. 

Repetition is another theme in this play. 

The Old Man and the Sea
Ernest Hemmingway

Hemmingway Hero:

Santiago embodies the Hemmingway Hero because he has endurance since he does not need motivation and encourages himself and he fights this fish for three grueling days. He is also a determined fisherman even though the town has dubbed him “bad luck”. He is a man of skill because he knows how to catch fish, distinguish different types of fish, and can tell the weather without a weatherman or anything. He suffers and experiences pain. He endures pain from the town since people mock him, from catching the fish and fighting, and he fights hunger and through his old age.

Biblical Allusions:

The name “Santiago” is translated to Saint James who was also a fisherman. The straw hat cuts Santiago’s head like Jesus’ crown of thorns. Santiago’s right hand is cut by the line and bleeds (god is always at the right of a person). Santiago falls five times with the mast across his shoulders like Chris did. Christ was crucified for three days like Santiago’s struggle with the marlin (3 days). Christ was crucified at noon and Santiago catches the Marlin at noon. Manolin is Santiago’s follower like Jesus’ disciples. 

Santiago from The Old Man and the Sea is a hemingway hero because: 

He has honor:

he empathizes with the marlin and calls it his brother in suffering, strength, and resolve.

He has courage:  Santiago is alone at sea for a couple of days and faces off against the marlin who is even bigger than his boat. he also faces numerous sharks who constantly attack the dead marlin.

He has endurance: Santiago is at sea for days. he endures the pain he faces in his struggle with the marlin.

He is a man of skill: he is able to keep himself alive by catching other sorts of fish and also catch the marlin by himself.

He suffers/experiences pain: wires cut him. his left hand cramped. he took the suffering as it came.

He faces overwhelming odds against him: faces sharks, he's unarmed, not feeling well, not fully prepared, hardly any fresh water left, fatigued

He faces death without fear: as sharks come to eat the marlin, he attacks them with what he has. he goes far out to sea alone and battles a gigantic marlin
Macbeth
Struggle and Conflict 

·                         Macbeth struggles for power throughout the novel. He battles his inner conflicts while debating on whether or not he should make his prophecies come true. 
Man vs.. Self 

·                         Macbeth struggles from Lady Macbeth’s pressures. She is stubborn and impatient to reign over Scotland. She begins the domino effect of Macbeth’s murders. 
Man vs. Man 

·                         Macbeth is constantly paranoid about other people’s intentions. Because of his competition, he begins to go against everyone.
Man vs. Society 

Comparative 

 

	The Crucible
	To Kill A Mockingbird 
	Scarlet Letter

	-          Mary Warren is secluded and believed to be a witch. 

-          Her decision resulted in her being shunned by society. 
	-          Addicus

-          After defending Tom Robinson (African American) he is shunned by society. 

-          South, during early 1930’s was full of racism. 
	-          She decided to commit adultery. 

-          This resulted in her being out casted by society. 


 

Vocabulary 

1. Breach (n.): An opening, gap, or violation. 
Ex: After breaching the puritan law of adultery, Hester was doomed for failure in society. 

2. Infraction (v.): To create an opening.
Ex: 

3. Unbridled (adj.): Uncontrolled, lacking in restraint. 
Ex: Lady Macbeth’s unbridled attitude overpowered Macbeth. 

4. Dilemma (n.): A difficult or perplexing situation.
Ex: The old man faced a dilemma to risk his life for a purpose. 

5. Tantalize (v.): To tease, torment by teasing. 
Ex: Hester was tantalized by the village because of her act of adultery. 

6. Ride (n.): A split, break, breach. 
Ex: When Gatsby and Daisy reunited, it caused a rift in her new relationship. 

7. Anarchy (n.): A lack of government and law; confusion. 
Ex: The puritan’s anarchy resulted in the mistrial of many innocent women. 

8. Bona fide (adj.): Genuine, sincere. 
Ex: Santiago and Manolin’s relationship showed to be bona fide and strong. 

Symbols of Novels Read

· The Scarlet Letter: The Rosebush, Scaffold, the letter “A,” Pearl

· The Crucible: the title, McCarthyism, the witch trials

· The Great Gatsby: the green light across the bay, the eyes of the doctor in the sign, the vally of ashes

· Macbeth: blood, the dagger, the weather

· The Old Man and the Sea: the different types of fish, the marlin, the sharks, the little boy

· The Sun Also Rises: Bullfighting, the Lost Generation, the war

· Ethan Frome: Mattie’s red scarf and ribbon, pickles and donuts, sledding, the cat, pickle dish

· Death of A Salesman: seeds from the garden, stockings

· The Grapes of Wrath: the death of the dog, Rose of Sharon being pregnant, death, the Great Depression

· Samurai’s Garden: the gardens, illness, leprosy, isolation, solitude, loneliness, family, World War II

· Billy Budd: the ships, the soup, homosexuality, jealousy

· The Color of Water: the bicycle, religion, race, black power, birds

· Waiting for Godot: existentialism, the tree, the boot

To Kill a Mockingbird Timeline of events
 

Chapter 1 

Introduction of Scout as narrator: recounting a childhood story. 

Jem's broken arm: connects beginning with ending. 

Simon Finch and Finch's Landing. Intro. to Capurnia and Dill. 

Description of Boo Radley legend. 

  

Chapter 2 

Scout's first day at school: September. 

Miss Caroline and Scout argue about reading. 

Miss Caroline humiliates Walter Cunningham: Scout explains. 

  

Chapter 3 

Walter comes to dinner: Scout is rude. 

Miss Caroline meets Burris Ewell. 

Atticus talks to Scout about reading and Miss C. 

  

Chapter 4 

Jem and Scout find presents in the tree stump from Boo. 

Dill arrives for the Summer: children enact Radley story. 

  

Chapter 5 

Children talk to Miss Maudie. 

Children try to put note through Radley's letter-box: Atticus stops it. 

  

Chapter 6 

Children look into Radley house: Jem's pants get caught. 

Dill leaves: Jem goes back fro his pants in the night. 

  

Chapter 7 

Scout in 2nd Grade: truth about Jem's trousers, more presents from Boo, tree stump is cemented up by Mr Radley 

  

Chapter 8 

First snow. Fire at Miss Maudie's house. 

  

Chapter 9 

Scout tries to hit Cecil Jacobs for calling Atticus a "nigger lover". 

Scout talks to Atticus about racism. 

Christmas at Finch's Landing: Aunt Alexandra and Uncle Jack. 

Atticus explains to Uncle Jack why he is taking the Tom Robinson case. 

  

Chapter 10 

Atticus as a father, and the mad dog incident. 

  

Chapter 11 

Jem is 12 years old. Mrs Henry Lafayette Dubose is described. 

Jem cuts off her flower heads. Atticus makes him read to Mrs Dubose. 

Mrs Dubose dies. 

  

End of part one 

  

Chapter 12 

Scout explains how Jem is going through adolescence. 

Jem and Scout go to Calpurnia's church: racial incident. 

Calpurnia describes her own family and community. 

  

Chapter 13 

Aunt Alexandra comes to stay. Maycomb is described. 

Atticus is instructed to glorify his family to the children. 

  

Chapter 14 

Atticus defines rape for Scout. 

Aunt Alex wants to get rid of Calpurnia. 

Jem and Scout argue. Dill is found under the bed. 

  

Chapter 15 

Sheriff Heck Tate comes to Atticus' door with Maycomb men. 

Atticus guards Tom Robinson at the jail. 

Confrontation with Maycomb men, children diffuse the situation. 

  

Chapter 16 

Atticus explains racial tension and the reasons for the confrontation over breakfast. 

Build-up to the trial: children describe Mr Dolphus Raymond. Trial begins. 

  

Chapter 17 

Mr Heck Tate is the first witness. 

Mr Robert Ewell is the rude witness. 

  

Chapter 18 

Miss Mayella Ewell is questioned as the plaintiff. 

  

Chapter 19 

Mr Tom Robinson is questioned as the accused. 

  

Chapter 20 

Recess: children talk to Mr Dolphus Raymond. 

Atticus makes his summarising speech to the jury. 

  

Chapter 21 

Calpurnia approaches the Judge with info for Atticus regarding the children being in court. They plead with Atticus to stay to hear the verdict. 

Verdict of "guilty" is given: black people stand as Atticus leaves the court. 

  

Chapter 22 

Jem cries. Food from the black community. 

Miss Maudie talks to the children about Atticus' role. 

  

Chapter 23 

Ewell spits at Atticus in the streets. 

Atticus and Jem have a discussion about the trial. 

Atticus and Aunt Alexandra argue about the children: dub the Cunninghams. 

  

Chapter 24 

Aunt Alex and her missionary circle meet. 

Tom Robinson's death is announced by Atticus who needs Calpurnia. 

  

Chapter 25 

Dill and Jem recount what happens when they go to Helen Robinson's. 

Mr B.B. Underwood writes a poetic article about Tom's senseless death. 

  

Chapter 26 

Scout in the 3rd grade: reflection on Boo Radley no longer seeming frightening. 

Miss Gates teaches Scout's class about Hitler. Contradiction as she is racist after trial. 

  

Chapter 27 

Ewell gets and loses a job: blames Atticus. Judge Taylor has a secret visitor. 

Helen R is harassed by Ewell on the way to work 

  

Chapter 28 

Hallowe'en pageant organised by the missionary ladies: Scout in her costume. 

Scout forgets her shoes. Jem and Scout are attacked on the way home 

  

Chapter 29 

Bob Ewell is dead at the scene of the attack 

  

Chapter 30 

Boo Radley is introduced to Scout as Jem's saviour 

Heck Tate orders Atticus to accept that Ewell fell on his knife 

  

Chapter 31 

Scout stays with Boo, and then walks him home. She imagines their story from Boo's viewpoint 

Scout and Jem sleep: Atticus watches over them. 

 
Macbeth essay Questions
 

1. Are the witches, or is Macbeth himself more responsible for Macbeth becoming a tyrant (as opposed to a fair, benevolent King) and becoming mad. 
 
2. Describe the irony lady macbeth plays in the play, in terms of her role as wife to Macbeth.
 
Important quotes
	


	 Macbeth says, "The Prince of Cumberland! That is a step On which I must fall down, or else o'erleap, For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires; Let not light see my black and deep desires" (Act 1 Scene 4).



 

	Lady Macbeth questions Macbeth's character: "Yet do I fear nature; It is too full o' th' milk of human kindness To catch the nearest way” (Act 1 Scene 5).

Lady Mcbeth says, "Out, damned spot! Out, I say! One: two: why, then 'tis time to do't. Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fie! A soldier, and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our pow'r to accompt? Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?" (Act 1 Scene 5).


1. The "Lost Generation" is a term used to characterize a general feeling of disillusionment of American literary notables who lived in Europe, most notably Paris, after the First World War. Figures identified with the "Lost Generation" included authors and artists such as Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, Sherwood Anderson, Waldo Peirce, John Dos Passos, John Steinbeck, Erich Maria Remarque and Cole Porter.

2.  The “Theatre of the Absurd” is a term coined by Hungarian-born critic Martin Esslin, who made it the title of his 1962 book on the subject. The term refers to a particular type of play which first became popular during the 1950s and 1960s and which presented on stage the philosophy articulated by French philosopher Albert Camus in his 1942 essay, The Myth of Sisyphus, in which he defines the human condition as basically meaningless. Camus argued that humanity had to resign itself to recognizing that a fully satisfying rational explanation of the universe was beyond its reach; in that sense, the world must ultimately be seen as absurd.

3. The land is dead and produces no crops, maybe referring to Cain's punishment for killing Abel when God ordained that nothing will grow upon the crops which he works (ref: Genesis) 

The book's main metaphor, the "Grapes of Wrath," is a reference to Revelations ("The cup of iniquity is full, the grapes of wrath are ripe, and now God crushes them in awesome judgment. Those who have rejected His grace feel the terror of His wrath.") 

There is a flood by the end (ref: 40 days and 40 nights of Genesis) 

Jim Casy sacrifices himself and struggles with religion and organized authority (ref: Jesus Christ) 

Uncle John puts Rose of Sharon's baby in a box and sends it down the river (ref: Moses)

4. Propaganda is a form of communication that is aimed at influencing the attitude of a community toward some cause or position. As opposed to impartially providing information, propaganda in its most basic sense, presents information primarily to influence an audience. Propaganda often presents facts selectively (thus possibly lying by omission) to encourage a particular synthesis, or uses loaded messages to produce an emotional rather than rational response to the information presented.

Themes and Symbols

The Crucible-
        Themes:Intolerance;Hysteria;Reputation
        Symbol:The Witch Trials and McCarthyism-represents the paranoia about 
communism that   pervaded America in the 1950s.

The Scarlet Letter-
        Themes:Identity and Society;Sin, Knowledge, and the Human Condition;The 
Nature of Evil.
        Symbols:The Scarlet Letter-represents to be a symbol of shame, but 
instead it becomes a     powerful symbol of identity to Hester.;The 
Rosebush-represents the ability of nature to endure      and outlast man’s 
activities. Also as a way of hope for freedom for prisoners.

The Great Gatsby-
        Theme: The Decline of the American Dream in the 1920s
        Symbols: The Green Light-represents Gatsby’s hopes and dreams for the 
future. Also represents  the American dream as a whole.;The Valley of 
Ashes-represents the moral and social decay that         results from the 
uninhibited pursuit of wealth;The Eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg-represent 
God      staring down upon and judging American society as a moral wasteland.

Macbeth-
        Themes:The Corrupting Power of Unchecked Ambition;The Difference Between 
Kingship and     Tyranny.
        Symbols:The Dagger-represents the desire to be king no matter what it 
takes.;The Weather.




The Old Man and the Sea-
        Themes:Pride as the Source of Greatness & Determination;The Honor in 
Struggle, Defeat &       Death;Hemingway Hero
        Symbols:The Marlin-represents the ideal opponent.;The Shovel-Nosed 
Sharks-symbolize and     embody the destructive laws of the universe and 
attest to the fact that those laws can be        transcended only when equals 
fight to the death.

The Sun Also Rises-
        Theme:The Aimlessness of the Lost Generation.
        Symbol:Bullfighting-represents the multiple possible interpretations of 
these passages speak to  the depth and complexity of the text.

To Kill a Mockingbird-
        Themes:The Coexistence of Good and Evil;The Importance of Moral 
Education;The Existence  of Social Inequality.
        Symbols:Mockingbirds-represents innocence as it is being destroyed by 
evil;Boo Radley-        represents the children's development from innocence 
toward a grown-up moral perspective.     Illustrating they developed into a 
sympathetic and understanding individuals.

Death of a Salesman-
        Themes:The American Dream;Betrayal
        Symbols:Seeds-represent for Willy the opportunity to prove the worth of 
his labor, both as a     salesman and a father.;Linda’s and The Woman’s 
Stockings-represents the foreshadowing of        Willy's flashback to Biff’s 
discovery of him and The Woman in their Boston hotel room. Also  assume a 
metaphorical weight as the symbol of betrayal and sexual infidelity.;The 
Rubber   Hose-reminds the audience of Willy’s desperate attempts at 
suicide.

STUDY GUIDE

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

CHARACTERS- SANTIAGO, MANOLIN, JOE DIMAGGIO, MARLIN

PLOT- THE STORY IS ABOUT A SANTIAGO, AN OLD CUBAN MAN WHO HASN’T CAUGHT A FISH SINCE LONG TIME AGO. HE HAD LEFT FOR EIGHTY-FOUR DAYS AND CAME BACK WITH NOTHING, PEOPLE IN THE VILLAGE WERE SAYING HE HAD BAD LUCK BECAUSE OF THAT AND DIDN’T WANT TO BE AROUND HIM. EVEN THE PARENTS OF MANOLIN HIS DEVOTED APPRENTICE AND FRIEND DIDN’T WANT THE KID TO BE WITH HIM BECAUSE OF HIS “BAD LUCK”. BUT THE BOY STILL CARED FOR HIM AND GAVE HIM FOOD, HELPED HIM WITH EVERYTHING HE COULD, INFORMED HIM ABOUT THE LATEST BASEBALL GAMES AND JOE DIMAGGIO, WHO IS THE OLD MAN’S HERO. REFRESHED, THE OLD MAN DECIDES TO GO ON HIS EIGHTY-FIFTH DAY AND GO DEEPER IN THE OCEAN TO FISH; HE LEAVES VERY EARLY IN THE MORNING AND DOES HOW HE WANTED. DEEPER IN THE OCEAN HE SETS HIS BAIT AND A BIG FISH CATCH IS IT, THE FISH IS PRETTY BIG AND STRONG SO BEGINS TO PULL THE BOAT NORTHWEST. SANTIAGO STAYS FIGHTING WITH THE FISH TRYING TO PULL HIM TOO, HE THO HITS THE FISH’S BACK, AND SHOULDER SCARE THAT THE FISH WOULD SNAP A TAUT OF LINE HE WAS UNABLE TO TIE. THE FISH IS VERY STRONG, AND KEEPS ON PUSHNIG THE BOAT, HE THEN LATER STRUGGLES WITH OTHER PROBLEMS SUCH AS SHARKS. THE FISH HAD LEFT BLOOD TRAIL, AND THEN IS WHEN THE SHARKS COME. SANTIAGO IS ACHING A LOT NOW AND BECOMES A LITTLE DELIRIOUS. AFTER SEVERAL DAYS FAR IN THE OCEAN HE GETS HOME WITH NOTHING BUT THE FISH SKELETON WHICH HE LEAVES WITH THE BOAT. THE NEXT MORNING EVERYBODY INCLUDING THE OTHER FISHERMEN SEE THE HUGE SKELETICAL FIGURE, AND NOTICE HOW BIG THIS FISH WAS.

MAJOR THEMES- DETERMINATION, AND COURAGE.

SYMBOLISM- THE SHARKS ,AND THE MARLIN.

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD

CHARACTERS- SCOUT, DILL, ATTICUS, JEM, BOO, BOB EWELL, CALPHURNIA, MISS MAUDIE, AUNT ALEXANDRA, NATHAN RADLEY, TOM ROBINSON, WALTER CUNNINGHAM.

PLOT- THE STORY ABOUT TWO CHILDREN WHO ARE REALLY CURIOUS ABOUT THEIR NEIGHBOR BOO RADLEY, A MAN WHO ACCORDING TO THE TOWN PEOPLE HAS MENTAL PROBLEMS. THEY SAID HE KILLED HIS FATHER WITH SCISSORS AND SINCE THEN HIS BROTHER TAKES CARE OF HIM AND KEEPS IN THE HOUSE. THE KIDS ALONG WITH THEIR FRIEND DILL PLAY AROUND BOO’S PLACE TRYING TO SEE HIM OR GET HIM OUT OF THE HOUSE JUST TO SEE HIM, BUT THEY NEVER GET TO. THEY FACE A LOT OF OTHER PROBLEMS IN SCHOOL AND IN THE TOWN WHERE THEY LIVE, SINCE THEIR DAD ATTICUS IS A LAWYER BUT VERY HONEST MAN WHO WANTED TO DEFEND THIS AFRICAN AMERICAN MAN WHOM WAS ACCUSED OF RAPING A WHITE WOMAN. EVERYBODY IN TOWN DIDN’T LIKE THAT IDEA, SINCE BLACKS WERE CONSIDERED THE LOWER BACK IN THAT TIME. THE KIDS STARTED MAKING FUN OF SCOUT AND JEM AND TALKING BAD ABOUT ATTICUS. THE FINCHES WEREN’T EXACTLY RICH BUT THEY HAD ENOUGH TO EAT, AND LIVE FINE UNLIKE MOST OF THE OTHER FAMILIES IN TOWN WHOM BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION WERE VERY POOR AND/OR POOREST THAN THEM. ATTICUS STILL DEFENDED FOR TOM ROBINSON, THE AFRICAN AMERICAN GUY BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT WAS THE RIGHT THING TO DO, BUT EVERYTHING TURNED OUT NOT SO GOOD SINCE TOM ROBINSON SAID HE FELT SORRY FOR MAYELLA EWELL, THE GIRL HE WAS ACCUSED OF RAPING. BACK IN THAT TIME PEOPLE WOULDN’T ACCEPT A BLACK PERSON FEEL SORRY FOR A WHITE ONE, SO THAT ACTUALLY MADE THINGS WORSE AND HE WAS SENT TO JAIL. MAYELLA’S FATHER WAS VERY UPSET ABOUT THE WHOLE ATTICUS DEFENDING TOM SITUATION, SO HE PROMISED REVENGE. WHAT ATTICUS DIDN’T WAS THAT HE WOULD TRY TO HURT HIS KIDS. MEANWHILE JEM AND SCOUT HAD BEEN RECEIVING LITTLE GIFTS WHICH APPARENTLY CAME FROM BOO RADLEY. THEY FOUND DIFFERENT THINGS IN A TREE HOLE SUCH AS GUM, INDIAN PENNIE, AN OLD MEDAL, AND A WATCH POCKET. BOB EWELL TRIED TO KILL JEM AND SCOUT BUT SAVED THEM, LEAVING SCOUT SURPRISED BY THE FACT SHE ACTUALLY SAW HIM. AFTER THAT SHE NEVER SAW HIM AGAIN.

THEMES- INNOCENCE, SOCIAL INEQUALITY, INJUSTICE.

THE GREAT DEPRESSION- HIT A LOT OF PEOPLE, A TIME WHERE THERE WERE NO JOBS, AND WAS A STRUGGLE TO LIVE IN.

SYMBOLISM- MOCKINGBIRDS, BOO, TOM ROBINSON.

Study Guides.

The Scarlett Letter

Sin and knowledge are linked in the Judeo-Christian tradition. The Bible begins with the story of Adam and Eve, who were expelled from the Garden of Eden for eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. As a result of their knowledge, Adam and Eve are made aware of their humanness, that which separates them from the divine and from other creatures. Once expelled from the Garden of Eden, they are forced to toil and to procreate—two “labors” that seem to define the human condition. The experience of Hester and Dimmesdale recalls the story of Adam and Eve because, in both cases, sin results in expulsion and suffering. But it also results in knowledge—specifically, in knowledge of what it means to be human. For Hester, the scarlet letter functions as “her passport into regions where other women dared not tread,” leading her to “speculate” about her society and herself more “boldly” than anyone else in New England. As for Dimmesdale, the “burden” of his sin gives him “sympathies so intimate with the sinful brotherhood of mankind, so that his heart vibrate[s] in unison with theirs.” His eloquent and powerful sermons derive from this sense of empathy. Hester and Dimmesdale contemplate their own sinfulness on a daily basis and try to reconcile it with their lived experiences. The Puritan elders, on the other hand, insist on seeing earthly experience as merely an obstacle on the path to heaven. Thus, they view sin as a threat to the community that should be punished and suppressed. Their answer to Hester’s sin is to ostracize her. Yet, Puritan society is stagnant, while Hester and Dimmesdale’s experience shows that a state of sinfulness can lead to personal growth, sympathy, and understanding of others. Paradoxically, these qualities are shown to be incompatible with a state of purity.

The characters in the novel frequently debate the identity of the “Black Man,” the embodiment of evil. Over the course of the novel, the “Black Man” is associated with Dimmesdale, Chillingworth, and Mistress Hibbins, and little Pearl is thought by some to be the Devil’s child. The characters also try to root out the causes of evil: did Chillingworth’s selfishness in marrying Hester force her to the “evil” she committed in Dimmesdale’s arms? Is Hester and Dimmesdale’s deed responsible for Chillingworth’s transformation into a malevolent being? This confusion over the nature and causes of evil reveals the problems with the Puritan conception of sin. The book argues that true evil arises from the close relationship between hate and love. As the narrator points out in the novel’s concluding chapter, both emotions depend upon “a high degree of intimacy and heart-knowledge; each renders one individual dependent . . . upon another.” Evil is not found in Hester and Dimmesdale’s lovemaking, nor even in the cruel ignorance of the Puritan fathers. Evil, in its most poisonous form, is found in the carefully plotted and precisely aimed revenge of Chillingworth, whose love has been perverted. Perhaps Pearl is not entirely wrong when she thinks Dimmesdale is the “Black Man,” because her father, too, has perverted his love. Dimmesdale, who should love Pearl, will not even publicly acknowledge her. His cruel denial of love to his own child may be seen as further perpetrating evil.

After Hester is publicly shamed and forced by the people of Boston to wear a badge of humiliation, her unwillingness to leave the town may seem puzzling. She is not physically imprisoned, and leaving the Massachusetts Bay Colony would allow her to remove the scarlet letter and resume a normal life. Surprisingly, Hester reacts with dismay when Chillingworth tells her that the town fathers are considering letting her remove the letter. Hester’s behavior is premised on her desire to determine her own identity rather than to allow others to determine it for her. To her, running away or removing the letter would be an acknowledgment of society’s power over her: she would be admitting that the letter is a mark of shame and something from which she desires to escape. Instead, Hester stays, refiguring the scarlet letter as a symbol of her own experiences and character. Her past sin is a part of who she is; to pretend that it never happened would mean denying a part of herself. Thus, Hester very determinedly integrates her sin into her life.

Dimmesdale also struggles against a socially determined identity. As the community’s minister, he is more symbol than human being. Except for Chillingworth, those around the minister willfully ignore his obvious anguish, misinterpreting it as holiness. Unfortunately, Dimmesdale never fully recognizes the truth of what Hester has learned: that individuality and strength are gained by quiet self-assertion and by a reconfiguration, not a rejection, of one’s assigned identity.

In The Scarlet Letter, the town and the surrounding forest represent opposing behavioral systems. The town represents civilization, a rule-bound space where everything one does is on display and where transgressions are quickly punished. The forest, on the other hand, is a space of natural rather than human authority. In the forest, society’s rules do not apply, and alternate identities can be assumed. While this allows for misbehavior— Mistress Hibbins’s midnight rides, for example—it also permits greater honesty and an escape from the repression of Boston. When Hester and Dimmesdale meet in the woods, for a few moments, they become happy young lovers once again. Hester’s cottage, which, significantly, is located on the outskirts of town and at the edge of the forest, embodies both orders. It is her place of exile, which ties it to the authoritarian town, but because it lies apart from the settlement, it is a place where she can create for herself a life of relative peace.

By emphasizing the alternation between sunlight and darkness, the novel organizes the plot’s events into two categories: those which are socially acceptable, and those which must take place covertly. Daylight exposes an individual’s activities and makes him or her vulnerable to punishment. Night, on the other hand, conceals and enables activities that would not be possible or tolerated during the day—for instance, Dimmesdale’s encounter with Hester and Pearl on the scaffold. These notions of visibility versus concealment are linked to two of the book’s larger themes—the themes of inner versus socially assigned identity and of outer appearances versus internal states. Night is the time when inner natures can manifest themselves. During the day, interiority is once again hidden from public view, and secrets remain secrets.

In The Scarlet Letter, the town and the surrounding forest represent opposing behavioral systems. The town represents civilization, a rule-bound space where everything one does is on display and where transgressions are quickly punished. The forest, on the other hand, is a space of natural rather than human authority. In the forest, society’s rules do not apply, and alternate identities can be assumed. While this allows for misbehavior— Mistress Hibbins’s midnight rides, for example—it also permits greater honesty and an escape from the repression of Boston. When Hester and Dimmesdale meet in the woods, for a few moments, they become happy young lovers once again. Hester’s cottage, which, significantly, is located on the outskirts of town and at the edge of the forest, embodies both orders. It is her place of exile, which ties it to the authoritarian town, but because it lies apart from the settlement, it is a place where she can create for herself a life of relative peace.

By emphasizing the alternation between sunlight and darkness, the novel organizes the plot’s events into two categories: those which are socially acceptable, and those which must take place covertly. Daylight exposes an individual’s activities and makes him or her vulnerable to punishment. Night, on the other hand, conceals and enables activities that would not be possible or tolerated during the day—for instance, Dimmesdale’s encounter with Hester and Pearl on the scaffold. These notions of visibility versus concealment are linked to two of the book’s larger themes—the themes of inner versus socially assigned identity and of outer appearances versus internal states. Night is the time when inner natures can manifest themselves. During the day, interiority is once again hidden from public view, and secrets remain secrets.

Symbols

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, and colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.

The Scarlet Letter

The scarlet letter is meant to be a symbol of shame, but instead it becomes a powerful symbol of identity to Hester. The letter’s meaning shifts as time passes. Originally intended to mark Hester as an adulterer, the “A” eventually comes to stand for “Able.” Finally, it becomes indeterminate: the Native Americans who come to watch the Election Day pageant think it marks her as a person of importance and status. Like Pearl, the letter functions as a physical reminder of Hester’s affair with Dimmesdale. But, compared with a human child, the letter seems insignificant, and thus helps to point out the ultimate meaninglessness of the community’s system of judgment and punishment. The child has been sent from God, or at least from nature, but the letter is merely a human contrivance. Additionally, the instability of the letter’s apparent meaning calls into question society’s ability to use symbols for ideological reinforcement. More often than not, a symbol becomes a focal point for critical analysis and debate.

The Meteor

As Dimmesdale stands on the scaffold with Hester and Pearl in Chapter 12, a meteor traces out an “A” in the night sky. To Dimmesdale, the meteor implies that he should wear a mark of shame just as Hester does. The meteor is interpreted differently by the rest of the community, which thinks that it stands for “Angel” and marks Governor Winthrop’s entry into heaven. But “Angel” is an awkward reading of the symbol. The Puritans commonly looked to symbols to confirm divine sentiments. In this narrative, however, symbols are taken to mean what the beholder wants them to mean. The incident with the meteor obviously highlights and exemplifies two different uses of symbols: Puritan and literary.

Pearl

Although Pearl is a complex character, her primary function within the novel is as a symbol. Pearl is a sort of living version of her mother’s scarlet letter. She is the physical consequence of sexual sin and the indicator of a transgression. Yet, even as a reminder of Hester’s “sin,” Pearl is more than a mere punishment to her mother: she is also a blessing. She represents not only “sin” but also the vital spirit and passion that engendered that sin. Thus, Pearl’s existence gives her mother reason to live, bolstering her spirits when she is tempted to give up. It is only after Dimmesdale is revealed to be Pearl’s father that Pearl can become fully “human.” Until then, she functions in a symbolic capacity as the reminder of an unsolved mystery.

The Rosebush Next to the Prison Door

The narrator chooses to begin his story with the image of the rosebush beside the prison door. The rosebush symbolizes the ability of nature to endure and outlast man’s activities. Yet, paradoxically, it also symbolizes the futility of symbolic interpretation: the narrator mentions various significances that the rosebush might have, never affirming or denying them, never privileging one over the others.

The Crucible

Symbols 

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.

The Witch Trials and McCarthyism 

There is little symbolism within The Crucible, but, in its entirety, the play can be seen as symbolic of the paranoia about communism that pervaded America in the 1950s. Several parallels exist between the House Un-American Activities Committee’s rooting out of suspected communists during this time and the seventeenth-century witch-hunt that Miller depicts in The Crucible, including the narrow-mindedness, excessive zeal, and disregard for the individuals that characterize the government’s effort to stamp out a perceived social ill. Further, as with the alleged witches of Salem, suspected Communists were encouraged to confess their crimes and to “name names,” identifying others sympathetic to their radical cause. Some have criticized Miller for oversimplifying matters, in that while there were (as far as we know) no actual witches in Salem, there were certainly Communists in 1950s America. However, one can argue that Miller’s concern in The Crucible is not with whether the accused actually are witches, but rather with the unwillingness of the court officials to believe that they are not. In light of McCarthyist excesses, which wronged many innocents, this parallel was felt strongly in Miller’s own time.

The witch trials empower several characters in the play who are previously marginalized in Salem society. In general, women occupy the lowest rung of male-dominated Salem and have few options in life. They work as servants for townsmen until they are old enough to be married off and have children of their own. In addition to being thus restricted, Abigail is also slave to John Proctor’s sexual whims—he strips away her innocence when he commits adultery with her, and he arouses her spiteful jealousy when he terminates their affair. Because the Puritans’ greatest fear is the defiance of God, Abigail’s accusations of witchcraft and devil-worship immediately command the attention of the court. By aligning herself, in the eyes of others, with God’s will, she gains power over society, as do the other girls in her pack, and her word becomes virtually unassailable, as do theirs. Tituba, whose status is lower than that of anyone else in the play by virtue of the fact that she is black, manages similarly to deflect blame from herself by accusing others. 

The witch trials are central to the action of The Crucible, and dramatic accusations and confessions fill the play even beyond the confines of the courtroom. In the first act, even before the hysteria begins, we see Parris accuse Abigail of dishonoring him, and he then makes a series of accusations against his parishioners. Giles Corey and Proctor respond in kind, and Putnam soon joins in, creating a chorus of indictments even before Hale arrives. The entire witch trial system thrives on accusations, the only way that witches can be identified, and confessions, which provide the proof of the justice of the court proceedings. Proctor attempts to break this cycle with a confession of his own, when he admits to the affair with Abigail, but this confession is trumped by the accusation of witchcraft against him, which in turn demands a confession. Proctor’s courageous decision, at the close of the play, to die rather than confess to a sin that he did not commit, finally breaks the cycle. The court collapses shortly afterward, undone by the refusal of its victims to propagate lies.

The Crucible is set in a theocratic society, in which the church and the state are one, and the religion is a strict, austere form of Protestantism known as Puritanism. Because of the theocratic nature of the society, moral laws and state laws are one and the same: sin and the status of an individual’s soul are matters of public concern. There is no room for deviation from social norms, since any individual whose private life doesn’t conform to the established moral laws represents a threat not only to the public good but also to the rule of God and true religion. In Salem, everything and everyone belongs to either God or the devil; dissent is not merely unlawful, it is associated with satanic activity. This dichotomy functions as the underlying logic behind the witch trials. As Danforth says in Act III, “a person is either with this court or he must be counted against it.” The witch trials are the ultimate expression of intolerance (and hanging witches is the ultimate means of restoring the community’s purity); the trials brand all social deviants with the taint of devil-worship and thus necessitate their elimination from the community.

Another critical theme in The Crucible is the role that hysteria can play in tearing apart a community. Hysteria supplants logic and enables people to believe that their neighbors, whom they have always considered upstanding people, are committing absurd and unbelievable crimes—communing with the devil, killing babies, and so on. In The Crucible, the townsfolk accept and become active in the hysterical climate not only out of genuine religious piety but also because it gives them a chance to express repressed sentiments and to act on long-held grudges. The most obvious case is Abigail, who uses the situation to accuse Elizabeth Proctor of witchcraft and have her sent to jail. But others thrive on the hysteria as well: Reverend Parris strengthens his position within the village, albeit temporarily, by making scapegoats of people like Proctor who question his authority. The wealthy, ambitious Thomas Putnam gains revenge on Francis Nurse by getting Rebecca, Francis’s virtuous wife, convicted of the supernatural murders of Ann Putnam’s babies. In the end, hysteria can thrive only because people benefit from it. It suspends the rules of daily life and allows the acting out of every dark desire and hateful urge under the cover of righteousness.

Reputation is tremendously important in theocratic Salem, where public and private moralities are one and the same. In an environment where reputation plays such an important role, the fear of guilt by association becomes particularly pernicious. Focused on maintaining public reputation, the townsfolk of Salem must fear that the sins of their friends and associates will taint their names. Various characters base their actions on the desire to protect their respective reputations. As the play begins, Parris fears that Abigail’s increasingly questionable actions, and the hints of witchcraft surrounding his daughter’s coma, will threaten his reputation and force him from the pulpit. Meanwhile, the protagonist, John Proctor, also seeks to keep his good name from being tarnished. Early in the play, he has a chance to put a stop to the girls’ accusations, but his desire to preserve his reputation keeps him from testifying against Abigail. At the end of the play, however, Proctor’s desire to keep his good name leads him to make the heroic choice not to make a false confession and to go to his death without signing his name to an untrue statement. “I have given you my soul; leave me my name!” he cries to Danforth in Act IV. By refusing to relinquish his name, he redeems himself for his earlier failure and dies with integrity.

Study Guide 

1. Plot – a pattern of events in the play or a novel.

The Crucible:  Abigail and other girls are dancing in the woods and are seen by Reverend Paris. Before the girls are suspected of witchcraft, they start to accuse others in the Salem village of being a witch. Later in the play characters such as John Proctor, Elizabeth Proctor and Marry warren are accused of witchery.  In the end, John Proctor does not sign the confession that Reverend Danforth wanted him to sign because he would than loose his name as well as his pride. As a result, because he refused it, he was put to death.

The Old Man and the Sea: An old man named Santiago has gone 84 days without catching a fish. He is considered to have worst kind of luck. He was so unlucky that the boy named Manolin, who went fishing with the old man, was prohibited by his parents to fish with the man. On the 85th day, he caches a marlin. It was the biggest fish he had ever seen. The marlin was longer than the skiff. After Santiago catches the fish, he ties it to the boat and sails back home. However the sharks attack his boat as the blood from the fish attracts them to Santiago. By the time he got to the shore, there was only carcass left of the fish.

The Great Gatsby: The narrator of The Great Gatsby, Nick Carraway comes to Long Island in order to learn the bond business.  He rented the house in the West Egg, next to Gatsby’s mansion. Daisy, Nicks cousin that lives in the East Egg invites him to her mansion for dinner. There he meets Jordan Baker, woman golfer as well as Daisy’s husband, Tom Buchanan. At this point of the novel the readers find out that Tom Buchanan has an affair with a woman named Myrtle Wilson. Nick meets Gatsby and he soon finds out that Gatsby used to love Daisy and he wants Nick to arrange the date between him and Daisy. Later Tom finds out that Gatsby is a bootlegger and about the plans of Gatsby to get back with Daisy which causes Daisy to get into the accident. While driving Gatsby’s car, she hits and kills Myrtle Wilson. George Wilson, Myrtle husband wants revenge and ends up shooting and killing Gatsby. Gatsby dies and no one comes to his funeral.

Macbeth: One of the characters, Macbeth after defeating the Norway forces, meets three witches who predict that he will become the Thane of Cawdor as well as the future king of Scotland. After he becomes thane of Cawdor, he suddenly becomes scheming of killing king Duncan and becoming the future king. Lady Macbeth plans the murder of the king and later Macbeth kills and becomes the king of Scotland. He then orders Banquo and his son Fleance to be murdered so that the prediction of Banquo’s children becoming future kings would not happen. Also, he ends up killing Macduff’s family when the witches tell him to beware of Macduff. When Macduff runs away to England, Macbeth plans revenge and kills is family. Macduff wants revenge and prepares a march on Macbeth. He later kills Macbeth while fighting and avenges the death of his family.

2. Characterization – Representation of a character or characters on the stage or in writing, especially by imitating or describing actions, gestures, or speeches.

3. Symbolism: The practice of representing things by means of symbols or of attributing symbolic meanings or significance to objects, events, or relationships.

The Scarlet Letter: The prison door symbolizes the strictness of the Puritan society. The rosebush represents freedom and forgiveness in the novel The Scarlet Letter. In the beginning of the novel Letter A stands for “adultery,” while towards the end of the novel it stands for “able” because of charity and   hard work of Hester Prynne.

To Kill a Mockingbird:  Mockingbirds are harmless creatures and killing them would be wrong because they do not hurt anyone. This symbolizes Tom Robinson. He was innocent man who was accused of raping Bob Ewell’s daughter.  Also, this trial led to his death when he tried to escape from the prison and was shot to death.  Arthur Radley (Boo) represents a mocking bird because he is innocent. He is not a bad, mean person that the whole town thinks he is.

Death of a Salesman:  Seeds represent the opportunity for Willy to prove the worth of his labor as a salesman as well as father. Linda’s stocking show the pride of Willy in being successful and have enough money to provide for his family.

4. Major Themes: The main idea or underlying meaning of a literary work. An idea the author returns to over and over again.

The Sun Also Rises: One of the major themes in The Sun Also Rises is the “Lost Generation.” The young generation speaks of their dreams shattered by World War I. As a result, they emerged from the war bitter and aimless and spent much of the prosperous 1920s drinking and partying in order to cope with their frustrations.

Death of a Salesman: One of the major themes in the play is the dangers of modernity.  Modernity accounts for the obsolescence of Willy Loman's career as careers such as traveling salesmen are rapidly becoming out of date.

The Scarlet Letter: One of the major themes in The Scarlet Letter is sin. One of the biggest sins considered in the novel is the desire for Chillingworth to pursue his revenge on Hester and Dimmesdale. This is considered a worse sin than even the adultery committed by Hester Prynne.

5. Imagery: The use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas.

6. Style of writing: a style of expressing yourself in writing

Drama - the literary genre of works intended for the theater

Prose - ordinary writing as distinguished from verse

Expressive style - a way of expressing something that is characteristic of a particular person or group of people or period.

Form - an arrangement of the elements in a composition or discourse.

Poesy, poetry, verse - literature in metrical form.

7. McCarthyism and relevance to the Crucible: In 1950s Senator Joseph McCarthy led special congressional committees which conducted highly controversial investigations intended to root out Communist sympathizers in the United States. Similarly in the Crucible, in the village of Salem there was a special committee which rooted out witches.

8. Scapegoat – One that is made to bear the blame of others.

The Crucible: In The crucible one of the characters, Tituba is a scapegoat. Abigail Williams uses her to explain why the girls were in the forest. Furthermore, another scapegoat is Rebecca Nurse who Putnams used to explain why they had only one surviving child while Rebecca Nurses’ children or grandchildren never died.

9. Character Change:

Macbeth In the play Macbeth, one of the main characters, Macbeth changes drastically throughout the play. In the beginning of the play, Macbeth is close with Duncan and would never do anything against him. However, when he becomes the Thane of Cawdor, his character begins to change. The thought of murdering King Duncan crosses his mind immediately. In the beginning he did not want to kill Duncan, however he is later persuaded by Lady Macbeth and he successfully kills Duncan. After the murder of Duncan, he stopped feeling much remorse, and later murdered Banquo as well as Macduff’s family.  

Hemingway Hero: 

Few of the Hemingway Hero Characteristics are:

1. He has courage

2. He is the man’s man

3. He experiences pain.

4. He Has endurance 

5. He lives in a chaotic world.

• Point of View-


• There are 3 different Points of view when reading a novel



- First Person- the story is told from the “I” viewpoint



- Second Person- told from the “you” viewpoint 



- Third Person- either, everything is seen through the main character’s eyes 

and in past tense or, a change in viewpoint or, a panoramic, bird’s eye 


view of the characters 

• Novella


• fictional prose narrative that is longer and more complex than a short story; a 
short novel. 

• The Old Man and the Sea


• In The Old Man and the Sea, the main character finds himself befriending a boy. 
The old man does not catch any fish for a long time and that is his job. The boys 
whom he befriended said his parents believe he is unlucky and forbade him to fish 
with the old man. The Old man went fishing one day and caught a big fish, but he 
soon came to find out this fish was not going out without a fight. The fish pulled 
him out to sea until he couldn’t pull anymore. Finally the old man managed to kill 
the large fish, only to find out that the blood from the fish would attract sharks. 
The sharks ate at the fish and nibbled it to the bone. The old man killed the sharks 
but he hurt himself doing it. Now he was alone in the sea, hurt, and fishless. The 
old man sailed back to his old village. The people were shocked at the sight of 
him. They saw the massive fish carcass and suddenly got a picture of what must 
have happened. Soon the Old man was back in his home in his bed and at the side 
of the bed was the boy he befriended. The boy praised the Old man and surely 
looked up to him.

• To kill a Mockingbird


• In To Kill a Mockingbird, there is a boy and a girl named Jem and Scout. The 
children’s father’s name is Atticus. In the book the children battle the issue of 
racism. They are a white family and their dad is a lawyer who was  assigned to 
defend a black man. The towns people begin to look down upon their family and 
there are many incidents where the children have to face the fact that doing the 
right thing isn’t always easy. Also they have a neighbor which they fear. He never 
comes out of his house but the children assume it is for the worst reasons. There 
are rumors and stories about the neighbor but no one knows the real story. The 
children soon find out that the thoughts they had about this neighbor may be all 
wrong and that you really can’t judge a book by its cover. 

• Characterization 


• a character’s portrayal; description

Vocab Words

Stringent- (adj) strict, severe; rigorously or urgently binding or compelling; sharp or bitter to the taste

Coalition- (n) a combination, union, or merger for some specific purpose

Decadence- (n) decline, decay, or deterioration; a condition or period of decline or decay

Callow- (adj) without experience; immature, not fully developed; lacking sophistication and poise

Exhort- (v) to urge strongly, advise earnestly

Interloper- (n) one who move in where he or she is not wanted or has no right to be, an intruder

Occult- (adj) mysterious, magical, supernatural; secret, hidden from view

Abominate- (v) to have an intense dislike or hatred for

Expedite- (v) to make easy, cause to progress faster

Aura- (n) that which surrounds (as an atmosphere); a distinctive air or personal quality

Sleazy- (adj) thin or flimzy in texture in texture; cheap; or inferior in quality or character

 

The Crucible

Characters

John Proctor- had an affair with Abigail Williams, hanged because accused of witchcraft

Abigail Williams- Reverend parris's niece, accused many people of being witches

Reverend John Hale- a young minister reputed to be an expert on witchcraft, came to help Betty Parris

Reverend Parris- minister of Salem's church

Mary Warren- servent for Putnam's, one of Abigail's group of girls that accuse people

Betty Parris- Falls under a trance from withcraft

Symbols- witch trials

Themes- Intolerence, reputation

 

The Great Gatsby

Characters

Nick Carraway- lives in New York, West Egg, tries to get Gatsby and his cousin Daisy back together

Jay Gatsby- a party man, really, rich, no one knows where his wealth came from

Daisy Buchanan- Nick's cousin

Tom Buchanan- Daisy's husband

Myrtle Wilson- Tom's lover

Jordan Baker- Nick's love interest

Themes- The decline of the american dream, the hollowness of the upper class

Symbols- The green light, the valley of the ashes, the eyes of doctor T.J. Eckleburg

 

The Sun Also Rises

Characters

Jake Barnes- narrator and protagonist, journalist in paris, drinks and parties all the time

Lady Breet Ashley- loves Jake but is unwilling to be committed to a relationship

Robert Cohn- Jake's friend but is also treated cruel by jake and his friends because he is Jewish

Themes- Lost generation, male insecurity

Symbols- bullfighting 

Characterization is the method used by a writer to develop a character. The method includes (1) showing the character's appearance, (2) displaying the character's actions, (3) revealing the character's thoughts, (4) letting the character speak, and (5) getting the reactions of others.

Imagery involves one or more of your five senses (hearing, taste, touch, smell, sight)

juxtaposition - the act of positioning close together (or side by side)

Tone is the attitude a writer takes towards a subject or character: serious, humorous, sarcastic, ironic, satirical, tongue-in-cheek, solemn, objective.

The semicolon ( ; ) is a punctuation mark with several uses, to separate words of opposed meaning, and to indicate interdependent statements.

Existentialism in the broader sense is a 20th century philosophy that is centered upon the analysis of existence and of the way humans find themselves existing in the world.

A soliloquy is a device often used in drama whereby a character relates his or her thoughts and feelings without addressing any of the other characters.

An aside is a dramatic device in which a character speaks to the audience. By convention the audience is to realize that the character's speech is unheard by the other characters on stage.

Irony is an implied discrepancy between what is said and what is meant.

A novella (also called a short novel) is a written, fictional, prose narrative longer than a novelette but shorter than a novel.

Propaganda is a form of communication that is aimed at influencing the attitude of a community toward some cause or position.

A parable is a brief, succinct story, in prose or verse, that illustrates a moral or religious lesson.

1. Who is the author of The Crucible? A


A. Arthur Miller


B. Nathaniel Hawthorne


C. William Shakespeare

2. Who are the 2 people who have an affair in The Crucible? C


A. Rev. Hale and Abigail


B. Elizabeth Proctor and Rev. Parris


C. John Proctor and Abigail. 

3. In Macbeth, who tells Macduff about his family? B


A. Macbeth


B. Ross


C. The 3 Witches. 

4. Who is the guy that is accused of raping Mayella Ewell in To Kill a Mockingbird? A


A. Tom Robinson


B. Atticus Finch


C. Bob Ewell

5. He actually raped her. B


A. True


B. False

6. Why does Macbeth hire murderers? B


A. The witches predicted that if he doesn’t kill anyone he will die.


B. The witches predict that he will become more powerful


C. He just did it for fun.

7. What is Death of a Salesman about?

- Death of a Salesman is written by a famous author Arthur Miller. It is about an old salesman Willy Loman. He has some problems in this story. This story talks about Willy’s flashbacks about his childhood till now. 

8. Who one of the 3 major characters in Macbeth? C


A. Banquo


B. Ross


C. Three Witches

9. Lady Macduff’s cousin is Banquo. B


A. True


B. False

10. Willy Loman from Death of a Salesman has 2 brothers. A


A. True


B. False. 

11. Willy’s loyal and loving wife. C


A. Stephanie


B. Diana


C. Linda

12. What does the letter A stand for in The Scarlet Letter? B


A. Action


B. Adultery


C. Angry

13. Name 1 Symbol in The Scarlet Letter. 

- The rose bush next to the prison door. 

14. What does Pearle use to make her own A? B


A. Feathers


B. Eelgrass


C. String 

15. Who is the actual husband? A

 
A. Dimmesdale


B. Chillingworth


C. Gov. Bellingham

16. Who is the old guy that lives next to Atticus in To Kill a Mockingbird? C


A. Jem


B. Scout


C. Boo Radley

17. In the Crucible, why wasn’t Elizabeth Proctor hung? B


A. She is old


B. Claims she is pregnant.


C. She escapes

18. Who finds Abigail with the witches? A


A. Parris


B. Hale


C. Proctor

Themes: The Crucible

Intolerance- The town people of Salem cannot stand each other everything and everyone belongs to either the devil or god the witch trials are an example of intolerance because it is the means of restoring the community’s purity

Themes: Macbeth

Betrayal- In order to gain power and become king many people including Duncan, Banquo, and Fleance are killed when in the beginning they were colse friends

Symbolism: Billy Bud

The Ships-  diffrent ships in the novel represent different types of societies: the Rights-of-Man symbolizes a place where individuals maintain their individuality, while the Bellipotent represents a military world in which, under the threat of violence—and therefore in the presence of evil—the rules of society impinge upon the individual rights of men. The Athée,whose name means “the atheist” in French, symbolizes the anti-religious aspects of a powerful, war-driven society.

Symbolism: The Grapes of Wrath

Rose of Sharon’s baby- even though Rose of Sharon delivered a still born baby it symbolizes new life and hope to the family in their rough conditions

The death of Joad’s dog- the death of the dog while they are stopping for gas when they begin their trip foreshadows the tragedy that the family awaits.

Symbolism: The Color of Water

Ruth’s bicycle- the bicycle comes to represent Ruth's desire to embrace movement as both a means of negotiating reality and an escape from reality when she along with her twelve children live in a black community and she wants to embrace that it does not matter because they are all equal individuals

Hemingway Hero

He is a man’s man. He: drinks a lot, has many love affairs, loves wild game hunting, and enjoys bullfights. He does all the manly activities that the typical American male does not do. Some characteristics of him are: lives correctly, has honor, has courage, has endurance, has self-discipline, is a man of skill, lives in a chaotic world, lives in a stressful world, suffers (or experiences pain), faces overwhelming odds against him, doesn’t talk about his beliefs, is a man of action, faces death without fear, exemplifies grace under pressure.

Religious Imagery in the Old Man and the Sea

“Santiago” translates to Saint James in English who was also a fisherman; the straw hat cuts Santiago’s head, like Jesus’ crown of thorns; Santiago falls 5 times with mast across his shoulders like Christ; Santiago sleeps “face down on newspapers with arms straight out, palms up” on page 122; Christ was crucified for three days like Santiago’s struggle with the marlin which was 3 days; Christ was crucified at noon and Santiago caught the marlin at noon; Hemingway depicts Manolin as Santiago’s disciple; marlin is described as dark purple (religious color imagery); fishing cord is held across Santiago’s shoulders, similar to the cross Christ carried

Character Foils

Macbeth- Banquo is a foil for Macbeth because they both met the weird sisters. Also, Banquo is in a sense, “the good guy” and Macbeth “the bad guy” They both received good fortunes from the weird sisters. However, Macbeth becomes an evil, paranoid, and jealous person because of his predictions. On the other hand, Banquo remains the same.

The Crucible- Elizabeth Procter and Abigail Williams are foils of each other. They are both in love with the same man (John Procter). However, they completely despise each other. Elizabeth is old enough to be married to John Procter and already has sons with him. In addition, she has good social status in the town. On the other hand, Abby has been dismissed and slandered in the town by Elizabeth because of her affair. Also, she is the niece of Reverend Parris who people are starting to dislike. Eventually, after Abby gains power, the main conflict of the story revolves around them.
Characterization- Representation of a character or characters on the stage or in 

writing, especially by imitating or describing actions, gestures, or speeches. 

2.
Symbolism in works- 

· Scarlet Letter- The letter and the rosebush

· Ethan Frome- the pickle dish and the donut

· The Great Gatsby- The shirts and the light on the dock

3.
Imagery- the formation of mental images, figures, or likenesses of things, or of 

such images collectively.

4.
Tone- any sound considered with reference to its quality, pitch, strength, source, 

etc.

5. Irony- the use of words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its literal   

meaning

6.
Novella- a fictional prose narrative that is longer and more complex than a short story; a short novel.

7.
Existentialism- a philosophical attitude associated esp. with Heidegger, Jaspers, Marcel, and Sartre, and opposed to rationalism and empiricism, that stresses the individual's unique position as a self-determining agent responsible for the authenticity of his or her choices.

8.
ignoble-mean, low, base.

9.
impugn-to call into question; to attack as false.

10.
gauntlet-an armored or protective glove; a challenge; two lines of men armed with weapons with which to beat a person forced to run between them; an ordeal.

11.
dissension-disagreement, sharp difference of opinion.

12.
perfidy-faithlessness, treachery.

13.
susceptible-open to; easily influenced; lacking in resistance.

14.
relegate-to place in a lower position; to assign, refer, turnover; to banish.

15.
susceptible-open to; easily influenced; lacking in resistance.

16.
odium-hatred, contempt; disgrace or infamy resulting from hateful conduct.

The crucible

Reverend Parris
· Poorly respected minister of Salem 

· disliked by many Salem residents because of his greedy, dominating nature 

· more concerned about his reputation than his sick daughter, Betty. 

· He is also less concerned about his missing niece, Abigail Williams, and the lives of the dead and condemned on his conscience and more about the money taken
Tituba
Rev. Parris' slave.

·  She cares for the children and prepares a potion for Abigail that will kill Elizabeth Proctor.

·  She attempts to raise the spirits of Ann Putnam's dead children. 

· During the first scene of the play, she is turned in by Abigail and responds by claiming that four women in Salem are witches. 

· She is not seen again until the final scene of the play in the jail. 
Abigail Williams
· Williams is Parris' niece. 

· She is 17 years old in the play and during the trials. 

· was once the maid for the Proctor house, but Elizabeth Proctor fired her after she discovered that Abigail was having an affair with her husband, John Proctor.

· she accuses Elizabeth Proctor, because she believes that John truly loves her and not Elizabeth. 

·  thinks that if Elizabeth is out of the way, she and John can marry

· She later flees Salem during the trials and, according to legend, becomes a prostitute in Boston.

Thomas Putnam
· lives in Salem village and owns a bit of land close to Giles Corey

· accuses Giles of trying to steal it and says that Putnam got his daughter to accuse Giles' wife of witchcraft. 

Mary Warren
· serves as housemaid for the Proctors after Abigail Williams. 
· John Proctor abuses her and hits her with a whip.
·  almost confesses that she and the other girls were lying about witchcraft until the other girls pretend that she is sending out her spirit upon them in the courtroom. 
John Proctor
· tries to be a decent husband and citizen but he is no saint. 

· had relationship with Abigail Williams when she was a servant at the farm. 

· does not attend church 

·  cannot easily recite the Ten Commandments. 

· fiercely resists the arrest of his wife. 

· eventually confesses so that he can live with and care for his family, but 

· decides to die rather than lose his good name and admitting to witchcraft; he thus refuses to sign the paper. 

· He does it for the sake of his children's future reputation

Giles Corey
· very concerned about his (Corey's) land. 

· He believes Thomas Putnam is trying to take it and that of other people by getting the girls to accuse Giles' wife of witchcraft

Rebecca Nurse
·  wife of Francis Nurse, is highly respected in Salem for her helpful nature.

·  accused of being a witch on the prompting of the Putnam's, who are jealous of her good fortune.

Reverend John Hale
· a well-respected minister reputed to be an expert on witchcraft. 

· is called in to Salem to examine the witchcraft trials 

· believes that there are witches in Salem and advocates the trials

·  but realizes accused "witches" lie by confessing and live, rather than to tell the truth and die.

Elizabeth Proctor
· John Proctor's wife, and a resident of Salem. 

· is accused of witchcraft, and is only saved from death due to the fact that she is pregnant. 

The Great Gatsby

Nick Carraway 

·  29-year-old 

· bond salesman from Minnesota

·  a Yale graduate

· a World War I veteran

· and a resident of Long Island. 

· next door neighbor of Gatsby

· also Daisy's cousin. 

· The story is narrated by him.

Jay Gatsby
·  real name James "Jimmy" Gatz

· a young, mysterious millionaire later revealed to be a bootlegger

·  originally from North Dakota, 

· loves Daisy Fay Buchanan

Daisy Buchanan 

· an attractive, effervescent young woman

·  Nick's second cousin, once removed; and the wife of Tom Buchanan. 

Tom Buchanan

· millionaire who lives on East Egg

·  husband of Daisy

Jordan Baker
· Daisy Buchanan's long-time friend

·  a professional golf player with a slightly shady reputation. 

George B. Wilson
· a mechanic and owner of a garage located at the edge of the valley of ashes, 

· husband of Myrtle and the one who determined Gatsby's fate.

Myrtle Wilson
· George Wilson's wife and Tom Buchanan's mistress

· killed when Daisy runs her over while driving Gatsby's car.

Nick Carraway

· The novel’s narrator

· a young man from Minnesota  

· educated at Yale 

· fought in World War I

· goes to New York City to learn business. 

·  moves West Egg, a 

· befriends Jay Gatsby. 

Jay Gatsby   

· protagonist of the novel

·  a fabulously wealthy young man living in a mansion in West Egg. 

· famous for the lavish parties he throws every Saturday night

·  Gatsby was born James Gatz on a farm in North Dakota

· met Daisy while training to be an officer in Louisville

·  fell in love with her. 

· made his fortune through criminal activity

Daisy Buchanan 

· Nick’s cousin

· young 

· fell in love with Gatsby 

· Daisy marries Tom Buchanan

· lives with Tom across from Gatsby in East Egg 

Tom Buchanan 

· an arrogant, hypocritical bully. 

· had an affair with Myrtle 

· found out Daisy and Gatsby of having an affair,

Jordan Baker

· Daisy’s friend, a woman with whom Nick becomes romantically involved during the course of the novel. 

· she cheated in order to win her first golf tournament and continually bends the truth.

Myrtle Wilson 
· Tom’s lover whose lifeless husband George owns a run-down garage in the valley of ashes. Myrtle herself possesses a fierce vitality and desperately looks for a way to improve her situation. Unfortunately for her, she chooses Tom, who treats her as a mere object of his desire.

George Wilson 

· Myrtle’s husband

· devastated by her affair with Tom.

· consumed with grief when Myrtle is killed

Old man and the sea

Santiago 

 a Cuban fisherman who has had an extended run of bad luck. 

has been unable to catch a fish for eighty-four days.

 The marlin with which he struggles for three days represents his greatest challenge. 

The marlin 

measures eighteen feet

 unable to pull the fish in, 

the two become engaged in a kind of tug-of-war that often seems more like an alliance than a struggle. 

When the captured marlin is later destroyed by sharks, Santiago feels destroyed as well.

Manolin 

Santiago’s apprentice

The old man first took him out on a boat when he was merely five years old. 

Manolin’s parents have forced the boy to go out on a different fishing boat

cares deeply for the old man

Joe DiMaggio 

Santiago worships him as a model of strength and commitment, and his thoughts turn toward DiMaggio whenever he needs to reassure himself of his own strength. Despite a painful bone spur that might have crippled another player, DiMaggio went on to secure a triumphant career. He was a center fielder for the New York Yankees from 1936 to 1951, and is often considered the best all-around player ever at that position

The Sun also rises

Jake Barnes 

· The narrator and protagonist of the novel

· an American veteran of World War I 

· working as a journalist in Paris

·  he struggles with anguish over his love for Lady Brett Ashley

Lady Brett Ashley

· separated from her husband and awaiting a divorce

· loves Jake, she is unwilling to commit to a relationship with him because it will mean giving up sex. 

·  unwilling to commit fully to any of the many men who become lovesick with her, though she has affairs with a number of them. 

Bill Gorton 

· uses humor to deal with the emotional and psychological fallout of World War I. 

· shares a strong bond with Jake  

Mike Campbell 

· drunk, bankrupt Scottish war veteran. 

· has a terrible temper

Pedro Romero   

nineteen-year-old bullfighter

 has a passion for bullfighting 

it gives his life meaning and purpose. 

Montoya 

owner of a Pamplona inn and a bullfighting expert. 

sees bullfighting as something sacred

 he respects and admires Jake for his genuine enthusiasm about it. 

takes a paternal interest in the gifted young bullfighter Pedro Romero and seeks to protect him from the corrupting influences of tourists and fame.

Frances Clyne
 Cohn’s girlfriend at the beginning of the novel

As her looks begin to fade, she becomes increasingly possessive and jealous.

To kill a Mocking bird

Character List

Jean Louise “Scout” Finch 

· The narrator and protagonist of the story

·  lives with her father, Atticus, her brother, Jem, and Calpurnia, in Maycomb.

·  She is intelligent and, by the standards of her time and place, a tomboy

Atticus Finch 

· Scout and Jem’s father

· a lawyer in Maycomb 

· agrees to defend Tom Robinson, a black man charged with raping a white woman, he exposes himself and his family to the anger of the white community

Jeremy Atticus “Jem” Finch 

· Scout’s brother 

· Four years older than Scout

· ideals are shaken badly by the evil and injustice that he perceives during the trial of Tom Robinson.

Arthur “Boo” Radley 

· never sets foot outside his house

· Boo dominates the imaginations of Jem, Scout, and Dill

· symbol of goodness 

· leaving little presents for Scout and Jem and emerging at an opportune moment to save the children. 

· child emotionally damaged by his cruel father

Bob Ewell 

· A drunken, mostly unemployed member of Maycomb’s poorest family. 

· accused  Tom Robinson raped his daughter

· Charles Baker “Dill” Harris 
 Jem and Scout’s summer neighbor and friend. 

· Dill is a diminutive, confident boy with an active imagination. 

· becomes fascinated with Boo Radley 

Miss Maudie Atkinson 

· The Finches’ neighbor

· .shares Atticus’s passion for justice and is the children’s best friend among Maycomb’s adults.

Calpurnia
· The Finches’ black cook.

Aunt Alexandra 

· Atticus’s sister

· a strong-willed woman with a fierce devotion to her family. 

· the perfect Southern lady

· commitment to propriety and tradition often leads her to clash with Scout.

Mayella Ewell 

· Bob Ewell’s abused, lonely, unhappy daughter. 

Tom Robinson 

· The black field hand accused of rape. 

Nathan Radley 

· Boo Radley’s older brother. 

Heck Tate 

· The sheriff of Maycomb 

· and witness at Tom Robinson’s trial.

· Heck is a decent man who tries to protect the innocent from danger.

Mr. Walter Cunningham
· A poor farmer and part of the mob that seeks to lynch Tom Robinson at the jail. 
Walter Cunningham 

· Son of Mr. Cunningham and classmate of Scout

· Walter cannot afford lunch one day at school and accidentally gets Scout in trouble.

Death of a salesman

Willy Loman 

· believes wholeheartedly in the American Dream of easy success and wealth, but he never achieves it

· his mental health begins to unravel. 

· dies at the end of the novel

Biff Loman 

· Willy’s thirty-four-year-old elder son. 

· charmed life in high school as a football star with scholarship prospects, good male friends, and fawning female admirers.

· failed math and did not have enough credits to graduate. Since 

· fails to reconcile his life with Willy’s expectations of him.

Linda Loman 

· Willy’s loyal, loving wife

· She has nurtured the family through all of Willy’s misguided attempts at success, and heremotional strength and perseverance support Willy until his collapse.

Happy Loman 

· Willy’s thirty-two-year-old younger son. 

· Happy has lived in Biff’s shadow all of his life, 

he practices bad business ethics and sleeps with the girlfriends of his superiors.

Charley 

· Willy’s next-door neighbor

· Charley owns a successful business and his son, Bernard, is a wealthy, important lawyer. 

· Willy is jealous of Charley’s success. 

Bernard 

· Bernard is Charley’s son and an important, successful lawyer

· Willy used to mock Bernard for studying hard

· Bernard always loved Willy’s sons dearly and regarded Biff as a hero

· Bernard’s success is difficult for Willy to accept because his own sons’ lives do not measure up.

Ben 

· Willy’s wealthy older brother

· Ben has recently died and appears only in Willy’s “daydreams.” 

· Willy regards Ben as a symbol of the success that he so desperately craves for himself and his sons.

The Woman -  

· Willy’s mistress when Happy and Biff were in high school. 

· When Biff catches Willy in his hotel room with The Woman, he loses faith in his father, and his dream of passing math and going to college dies.

Howard Wagner 

· Willy’s boss

· Howard inherited the company from his father, whom Willy regarded as “a masterful man” and “a prince.” 

· Though much younger than Willy, Howard treats Willy with condescension and eventually fires him





the scarlets letter

· Hester Prynne
The book’s protagonist 

· \Hester as an “adulterer.”

· While waiting for her husband, who had still not arrived after two years, she has an affair with the Puritan minister Arthur Dimmesdale. 

· The affair led to the birth of their child, Pearl, and to her public shaming at the opening of the novel. 

· Hester is banished to the outskirts of town. 

· She is largely friendless, but through her kindness and talent as a seamstress she becomes a respected, if alienated, member of society.

· Pearl
Hester’s illegitimate daughter.

· She quickly discerns the truth about her mother and Dimmesdale, though neither will confirm her suspicions.

· The townspeople say that she barely seems human and spread rumors that her unknown father is actually the Devil. 

· Roger Chillingworth
Hester’s husband. 

· “Roger Chillingworth” is false used by Hester’s husband to disguise his identity from the townspeople. 

· He arrives in Boston belatedly after being shipwrecked and captured by Native Americans\

· he finds Hester and her illegitimate child being publicly displayed for the crime of adultery. 

· He lusts for revenge, and 

· Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale
Hester’s anonymous lover

· he becomes Hester’s lover and the father of her child, though he will not acknowledge this fact publicly. 

· Dimmesdale’s commitments to his congregation are in constant conflict with his feelings of sinfulness and need to confess. 

· Dimmesdale torments himself physically and psychologically for his sins, and his health deteriorates through the course of the novel, even as his prestige as a minister continues to increase.

· Governor Bellingham
A wealthy, elderly gentleman who spends much of his time consulting with the other town leaders. 

· Mistress Hibbins
A widow and sister of Governor Bellingham. She is commonly known to be a witch who ventures into the forest at night to ride with the “Black Man.”

· Reverend Mr. John Wilson
Boston’s elder clergyman. Reverend Wilson is a scholarly yet grandfatherly figure. Like Governor Bellingham, Wilson follows the community’s rules strictly but can be swayed by Dimmesdale’s eloquence. Unlike Dimmesdale, his junior colleague, Wilson preaches hellfire and damnation and advocates harsh punishment of sinners.

Study Guide for Macbeth

Characters:

· Macbeth -  Macbeth is a Scottish general and the thane of Glamis who is led to wicked thoughts by the prophecies of the three witches, especially after their prophecy that he will be made thane of Cawdor comes true. Macbeth is a brave soldier and a powerful man, but he is not a virtuous one. He is easily tempted into murder to fulfill his ambitions to the throne, and once he commits his first crime and is crowned King of Scotland, he embarks on further atrocities with increasing ease. Ultimately, Macbeth proves himself better suited to the battlefield than to political intrigue, because he lacks the skills necessary to rule without being a tyrant. His response to every problem is violence and murder. Macbeth is never comfortable in his role as a criminal. He is unable to bear the psychological consequences of his atrocities.
· Lady Macbeth -  Macbeth’s wife, a deeply ambitious woman who lusts for power and position. Early in the play she seems to be the stronger and more ruthless of the two, as she urges her husband to kill Duncan and seize the crown. After the bloodshed begins, however, Lady Macbeth falls victim to guilt and madness to an even greater degree than her husband. Her conscience affects her to such an extent that she eventually commits suicide. Interestingly, she and Macbeth are presented as being deeply in love, and many of Lady Macbeth’s speeches imply that her influence over her husband is primarily sexual. Their joint alienation from the world, occasioned by their partnership in crime, seems to strengthen the attachment that they feel to each another.
· The Three Witches -  Three “black and midnight hags” who plot mischief against Macbeth using charms, spells, and prophecies. Their predictions prompt him to murder Duncan, to order the deaths of Banquo and his son, and to blindly believe in his own immortality. The play leaves the witches’ true identity unclear—aside from the fact that they are servants of Hecate, we know little about their place in the cosmos. In some ways they resemble the mythological Fates, who impersonally weave the threads of human destiny. They clearly take a perverse delight in using their knowledge of the future to toy with and destroy human beings.
· Banquo -  The brave, noble general whose children, according to the witches’ prophecy, will inherit the Scottish throne. Like Macbeth, Banquo thinks ambitious thoughts, but he does not translate those thoughts into action. In a sense, Banquo’s character stands as a rebuke to Macbeth, since he represents the path Macbeth chose not to take: a path in which ambition need not lead to betrayal and murder. Appropriately, then, it is Banquo’s ghost—and not Duncan’s—that haunts Macbeth. In addition to embodying Macbeth’s guilt for killing Banquo, the ghost also reminds Macbeth that he did not emulate Banquo’s reaction to the witches’ prophecy. 

· King Duncan -  The good King of Scotland whom Macbeth, in his ambition for the crown, murders. Duncan is the model of a virtuous, benevolent, and farsighted ruler. His death symbolizes the destruction of an order in Scotland that can be restored only when Duncan’s line, in the person of Malcolm, once more occupies the throne. 

· Macduff -  A Scottish nobleman hostile to Macbeth’s kingship from the start. He eventually becomes a leader of the crusade to unseat Macbeth. The crusade’s mission is to place the rightful king, Malcolm, on the throne, but Macduff also desires vengeance for Macbeth’s murder of Macduff’s wife and young son.

· Malcolm -  The son of Duncan, whose restoration to the throne signals Scotland’s return to order following Macbeth’s reign of terror. Malcolm becomes a serious challenge to Macbeth with Macduff’s aid (and the support of England). Prior to this, he appears weak and uncertain of his own power, as when he and Donalbain flee Scotland after their father’s murder. 

· Hecate -  The goddess of witchcraft, who helps the three witches work their mischief on Macbeth. 

· Fleance -  Banquo’s son, who survives Macbeth’s attempt to murder him. At the end of the play, Fleance’s whereabouts are unknown. Presumably, he may come to rule Scotland, fulfilling the witches’ prophecy that Banquo’s sons will sit on the Scottish throne. 

· Lennox -  A Scottish nobleman. 

· Ross -  A Scottish nobleman. 

· The Murderers -  A group of ruffians conscripted by Macbeth to murder Banquo, Fleance (whom they fail to kill), and Macduff’s wife and children. 

· Porter -  The drunken doorman of Macbeth’s castle. 

· Lady Macduff -  Macduff’s wife. The scene in her castle provides our only glimpse of a domestic realm other than that of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. She and her home serve as contrasts to Lady Macbeth and the hellish world of Inverness. 

· Donalbain -  Duncan’s son and Malcolm’s younger brother.

Symbols

· Blood

Blood is everywhere in Macbeth, beginning with the opening battle between the Scots and the Norwegian invaders, which is described in harrowing terms by the wounded captain in Act 1, scene 2. Once Macbeth and Lady Macbeth embark upon their murderous journey, blood comes to symbolize their guilt, and they begin to feel that their crimes have stained them in a way that cannot be washed clean. “Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hand?” Macbeth cries after he has killed Duncan, even as his wife scolds him and says that a little water will do the job (2.2.58–59). Later, though, she comes to share his horrified sense of being stained: “Out, damned spot; out, I say . . . who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?” she asks as she wanders through the halls of their castle near the close of the play (5.1.30–34). Blood symbolizes the guilt that sits like a permanent stain on the consciences of both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, one that hounds them to their graves.

· The Weather

As in other Shakespearean tragedies, Macbeth’s grotesque murder spree is accompanied by a number of unnatural occurrences in the natural realm. From the thunder and lightning that accompany the witches’ appearances to the terrible storms that rage on the night of Duncan’s murder, these violations of the natural order reflect corruption in the moral and political orders.

Themes

The main theme of Macbeth—the destruction wrought when ambition goes unchecked by moral constraints—finds its most powerful expression in the play’s two main characters. Macbeth is a courageous Scottish general who is not naturally inclined to commit evil deeds, yet he deeply desires power and advancement. He kills Duncan against his better judgment and afterward stews in guilt and paranoia. Toward the end of the play he descends into a kind of frantic, boastful madness. Lady Macbeth, on the other hand, pursues her goals with greater determination, yet she is less capable of withstanding the repercussions of her immoral acts. One of Shakespeare’s most forcefully drawn female characters, she spurs her husband mercilessly to kill Duncan and urges him to be strong in the murder’s aftermath, but she is eventually driven to distraction by the effect of Macbeth’s repeated bloodshed on her conscience. In each case, ambition—helped, of course, by the malign prophecies of the witches—is what drives the couple to ever more terrible atrocities. The problem, the play suggests, is that once one decides to use violence to further one’s quest for power, it is difficult to stop. There are always potential threats to the throne—Banquo, Fleance, Macduff—and it is always tempting to use violent means to dispose of them.

Important quotes:

· The raven himself is hoarse 
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, 
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full 
Of direst cruelty. Make thick my blood, 
Stop up th’access and passage to remorse, 
That no compunctious visitings of nature 
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between 
Th’ effect and it. Come to my woman’s breasts, 
And take my milk for gall, you murd’ring ministers, 
Wherever in your sightless substances 
You wait on nature’s mischief. Come, thick night, 
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell, 
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes, 
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark, 
To cry ‘Hold, hold!’
· If it were done when ’tis done, then ’twere well 
It were done quickly. If th’assassination 
Could trammel up the consequence, and catch 
With his surcease success: that but this blow 
Might be the be-all and the end-all, here, 
But here upon this bank and shoal of time, 
We’d jump the life to come. But in these cases 
We still have judgement here, that we but teach 
Bloody instructions which, being taught, return 
To plague th’inventor. This even-handed justice 
Commends th’ingredience of our poisoned chalice 
To our own lips. He’s here in double trust: 
First, as I am his kinsman and his subject, 
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host, 
Who should against his murderer shut the door, 
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan 
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued against 
The deep damnation of his taking-off, 
And pity, like a naked new-born babe, 
Striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubin, horsed 
Upon the sightless couriers of the air, 
Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye 
That tears shall drown the wind. I have no spur 
To prick the sides of my intent, but only 
Vaulting ambition which o’erleaps itself 
And falls on th’other.
· Whence is that knocking?— 
How is’t with me, when every noise appals me? 
What hands are here! Ha, they pluck out mine eyes. 
Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood 
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather 
The multitudinous seas incarnadine, 
Making the green one red.
· Out, damned spot; out, I say. One, two,—why, then ’tis time to do’t. Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fie, a soldier and afeard? What need we fear who knows it when none can call our power to account? Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?

These words are spoken by Lady Macbeth in Act 5, scene 1, lines 30–34, as she sleepwalks through Macbeth’s castle on the eve of his battle against Macduff and Malcolm. Earlier in the play, she possessed a stronger resolve and sense of purpose than her husband and was the driving force behind their plot to kill Duncan. When Macbeth believed his hand was irreversibly bloodstained earlier in the play, Lady Macbeth had told him, “A little water clears us of this deed” (2.2.65). Now, however, she too sees blood. She is completely undone by guilt and descends into madness. It may be a reflection of her mental and emotional state that she is not speaking in verse; this is one of the few moments in the play when a major character—save for the witches, who speak in four-foot couplets—strays from iambic pentameter. Her inability to sleep was foreshadowed in the voice that her husband thought he heard while killing the king—a voice crying out that Macbeth was murdering sleep. And her delusion that there is a bloodstain on her hand furthers the play’s use of blood as a symbol of guilt. “What need we fear who knows it when none can call our power to account?” she asks, asserting that as long as her and her husband’s power is secure, the murders they committed cannot harm them. But her guilt-racked state and her mounting madness show how hollow her words are. So, too, does the army outside her castle. “Hell is murky,” she says, implying that she already knows that darkness intimately. The pair, in their destructive power, have created their own hell, where they are tormented by guilt and insanity.

Close
· She should have died hereafter. 
There would have been a time for such a word. 
Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow 
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time. 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle. 
Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
And then is heard no more. It is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing. These words are uttered by Macbeth after he hears of Lady Macbeth’s death, in Act 5, scene 5, lines 16–27. Given the great love between them, his response is oddly muted, but it segues quickly into a speech of such pessimism and despair—one of the most famous speeches in all of Shakespeare—that the audience realizes how completely his wife’s passing and the ruin of his power have undone Macbeth. His speech insists that there is no meaning or purpose in life. Rather, life “is a tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / Signifying nothing.” One can easily understand how, with his wife dead and armies marching against him, Macbeth succumbs to such pessimism. Yet, there is also a defensive and self-justifying quality to his words. If everything is meaningless, then Macbeth’s awful crimes are somehow made less awful, because, like everything else, they too “signify nothing.”
Macbeth’s statement that “[l]ife’s but a poor player / That struts and frets his hour upon the stage” can be read as Shakespeare’s somewhat deflating reminder of the illusionary nature of the theater. After all, Macbeth is only a “player” himself, strutting on an Elizabethan stage. In any play, there is a conspiracy of sorts between the audience and the actors, as both pretend to accept the play’s reality. Macbeth’s comment calls attention to this conspiracy and partially explodes it—his nihilism embraces not only his own life but the entire play. If we take his words to heart, the play, too, can be seen as an event “full of sound and fury, / Signifying nothing.”

Close
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