Washington School
4835 Michigan Ave.
Schiller Park, IL 60176
847-671-1922
http://washington.sd81.org/

IMPORTANT
DATES:

March 1
ISAT Testing Begins

March 4 @ 6:00PM
Math & Technology Night

March 5
Report Cards go home

March 8
After School Programs begin

March 10
Half Day-Conferences

March 11 @ 6:00PM
Sports Night

March 18 @ 7:00PM
District Band Concert

March 25 @ 7:00PM

Music in Our Schools Concert

March 29-April 2
Spring Break

April 14
Spring Pictures

April 29 @ 7:00PM

Multicultural Performance
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Principal’s Place

Dear Washington School Families,

State testing is the week of March 1st through March 9th. These tests
(ISAT and IAA) measure our students’ success compared to other schools in the
state and country. I am proud to say that for the past three years, Washington
students has made significant gains in their test scores. We hope to continue this
increase!

Students will be assessed in reading, writing, math, and science. I am confi-
dent that Washington School students are prepared to take these assessments. As a
parent, you can help your child achieve by making sure they get plenty of rest the
night before, eat a good breakfast, and come to school on time. Breakfast is avail-
able, daily, in our school cafeteria starting at 8:00am.

If you would like to know more about our state testing, you can go to:

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/ISAT.htm
If you have any questions, please call the office 847-671-1922.
Sincerely,

Kristin A. Kopta

Principal

Music Notes

The Washington students have been working hard at developing their piano skills. Both
4th and 5th grade students are receiving weekly piano instruction and playing songs of
advancing difficulty in the Alfred Method Book Series.

The 5th grade students will begin an integrated social studies unit on the Great
Depression. They will learn about the history, music and dance of the time.

Ms. Mullarney and Mrs. Kren will be team-teaching this unit. As a part of this unit,
all 5th graders will learn how to tap dance!
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Fifth Grade

Writing.....

The fifth grade students have been,
and continue to be, very busy. Stu-
dents are working hard on fictional
stories using the Writer’s Workshop
Model. Celebrations for their
published pieces are next week.
Please have your child share their
published piece with you.

N/

Science....

Using technology in the science class,
students searched for simple ma-
chines around Washington School and
made commercials about them using
iMovie.

To enhance students’ knowledge about
flight and rocketry, the 5th grade
went to the Schaumburg Airport.
Students had the opportunity to sit in
the cockpit of a plane, see the engine
and how it works, and talk with a real
pilot about aeronautics.
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Math....

Students will be taking a closer look
at number patterns, primes, and frac-
tions. They will explore patterns in
our number systems, describe the pat-
terns and use them to solve problems.
Students will use concrete objects,
paper, and pencil activities and games
to help understand how numbers are
relate in factors, multiples, prime,
and square numbers.

Eagle Athletics www.wix.com/mondunn/ms-dunn-pe-websitewebsite

Students started off February by
practicing “Heart Healthy” skills in
Physical Education. We kicked off our
Jump Rope for Heart event and will
continue collecting donations for the
American Heart Association until Fri-
day, February 26th.

Students will be continuing fitness
activities using pedometers in class to
track distance and steps taken while
doing physical activities.

The month of March will be dedicated
to badminton. Students will be

learning badminton skills including
drive shots, smash shots, serving, and
game play.

Washington School was awarded the
Project Fit America Grant through
Gottlieb Hospital. Students will have
new Physical Education equipment on
the playground to use during class.
The Project Fit America curriculum
encourages students to be active, fit
and healthy.

Washington School is a SPOTLIGHT School!

Washington School was selected as an
Illinois Spotlight School again!
Schools must meet the following
criteria to be selected:

e At least 60% of students met or exceeded
standards in both reading and mathematics in
2008.

e At least 50% of students met or exceeded
standards in both reading and mathematics in two
previous years (2007 and 2006).

e  Made Adequate Yearly Progress in the two
previous years as required by No Child Left
Behind which in 2008, meant the follow-
ing:

® At least 62.5% meeting and exceeding stan-
dards in both reading and mathematics

®  959% participation rate in state assessments
for all students and each subgroup

®  Attendance rate of at least 90% .
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Math & Technology
Night
Thursday, March 4th
N 6:00-7:30
LEARN ABOUT...

¢ Math strategies to help your child
¢+ Math Trailblazer Games
¢ Student friendly websites
¢ Email registration

¢ Win a FREE iPOD!

Eagle Artists

The Art room has been abuzz with
excitement. The 4th grade students
have completed a unit on weaving,
creating God’s Eyes and plastic
canvas bookmarks. Next, earthen
ware clay was used to create
three-dimensional projects that were

fired in the kiln and soon to be glazed.

Justyna Kowalski-4th Grade

Jakub Wojdy-5th Grade

The 5th grade, as part of the weaving

unit, created weaving samples of card-

board looms. After the weaving unit,
students learned how to sculpt using
clay. Students created three-
dimensional sculptures.

Mark Your Calendars!

Thursday, May 27th
Washington School’s

ART SHOW

Come see all the wonderful artwork
your child has done at

Washington School!
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Fourth Grade Science & Social Studies

This upcoming trimester will be very
exciting for 4th grade! The units of
study are full of new and interesting
topics.

Writing....

In Writer’s Workshop, students will
be writing literary essays. They will
write essays about short texts they
have read and discussed in writing.
After literary essays, students will
write memoirs. The goal will be to
write with power and depth.

Reading....

Students will be reading folktales,
fairy tales, and legends to while prac-
ticing their comprehension skills. In
May, they will read their favorite
genre of literature, Mystery.

Math.....

Looking ahead in math, students will
be learning about decimals, fractions,
division, and probability. During
these units, students will learn how to
read and write decimals. They will
divide using the forgiving method.
Students will also learn how to iden-
tify, add, subtract, and find equiva-
lent fractions. Throughout the year,
students have been exposed to several
methods for math computation
through our Math Trailblazers cur-
riculum.

Washington School-Reaching out to the World

Mr. Narvaez, one of Washington
School’s 5th grade teachers, has been
invited to go on a two-week trip to
Uganda, Africa. During this trip, Mr.
Narvaez will help build an addition to

a school in a small village called Kam-

wenga, and work with the children
who attend this school. A unique op-
portunity like this does not come of-
ten, so Mr. Narvaez involved his
whole class in this adventure. Unfor-
tunately, it costs too much money to
fly all the students to Uganda, so the

students in Mr. Narvaez’s room
helped raise over $800 through a bake
sale fundraiser.

The money raised will purchase an
electronic keyboard for Mr. Narvaez
to bring with him for the students in
Uganda. The remaining amount will
be used to help purchase livestock for
the small village.

The students are also holding a
school supply drive. Their goal is to
fill two suitcases. For more informa-
tion please visit:

www.mrnarvaez.com

Battle of the Books At Washington School!

The Washington students are excited
about Battle of the Books (B.O.B).
B.O.B is a program where students
answer questions about books that
they have read. Students are on
teams of four or five members and
they have divided up the task of
reading a total of twenty books.

We will host Battle of the Books in
May at Washington School. The top
teams will earn a special field trip
with Ms. Kopta.

Check out at www.arbookfind.com
A Parentds
Learn more about how to how to help
your child develop a love for reading.
Your child should be reading, weekly,
AR books at their level. If you do not

know your child’s reading level, please

contact their teacher.

Guide to

AR



