School Board of Trustees

Clark County School District No. 161

Regular School Board Meeting Minutes—December 7, 2009
High School Library

6:00 p.m. 
* - * - * -* - * - * - * - * - *

Present from the School Board of Trustees:
Present from the District:
Dr. Corey Moffet/Chairman                                       Dave Kerns, Superintendent                

Dr. Carolyn Rhodes-Shenton/Vice Chair

Tom Monroe, Principal
                                                Mrs. Erin Ruhl                                                            Gayle Woods, Business Manager              

Mrs. Kelli Whittier                                                      Cathy Hathaway, Secretary & Clerk


                                                                         Susie Shifflett, Technology Dir.

                                                                                     Susan King, Teacher







 Dorothy Hutchings, SPED

                                                                                     Richard Neves, Teacher







 Kathy Wagoner, Teacher








 

Patrons:  Michelle Stewart, PTO/Booster 

Students:  Katie Wade, Judith Martinez, Michael Mortensen                                                                                   
Call to Order

Meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. with all Trustees present except Mrs. Edna Valantine.
It was announced that Mrs. Valantine resigned from the School Board, effective immediately.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda 
Mrs. Ruhl moved and Dr. Rhodes-Shenton seconded the motion to approve the agenda as presented. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
Approval of Minutes
Changes to the November 2nd minutes are as follows:

Pg. 1 under Call to Order, there needs to be a period at the end of the sentence. Pg 4 under Superintendent’s Report, 3rd sentence there should not be a comma after October 27th. Pg 5 under Purchases over $1,000.00, 2nd entry, and 2nd sentence there should be a apostrophe in Brad’s. Changes to the November 16th minutes are as follows: Pg 1 under Call to Order, 2nd sentence should read, Meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm. Pg 1 under Informational Items, 2nd sentence dues is not capitalized. Mrs. Whittier moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion to approve the November 2nd and the November 16th minutes as amended. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Board Training

The Superintendent discussed with the Board the information that our district has received concerning the “Race to the Top” grant. There is a community meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. on December 8, 2009 at Hillcrest High School. Mr. Kerns will provide board members with more information at the next Board Meeting so that they can make a decision regarding this District’s participation in the grant.
Consent Agenda (Bills/Payroll/Extracurricular) 
Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Whittier seconded the motion to approve the consent agenda as presented except for the additional audit charge, which will be covered during Purchases over $1,000.00. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Informational Items
The following information was discussed: Mrs. Tarri Leonardson has been chosen by the VFW as the Regional Teacher of the Year. Mr. Kerns will be gone from Wednesday December 9th until Tuesday December 15th attending his brother’s funeral. The Superintendent’s evaluation will be on the agenda for the Regular School Board Meeting to be held on January 4, 2010. The Board is required by policy to have the evaluation ready by January 31st. The Board will schedule a Special School Board Meeting later in the month for this purpose. Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion to schedule a Special Board Meeting for January 18, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the library. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Due to tonight’s resignation of a Board Member, the yearbook advisor will take the Board’s picture at a later meeting.
Delegations/Committee/Patron Input
PTO/Booster Report – Michelle Stewart reported that currently the PTO/Booster Club is holding a membership drive and also beginning plans for a spring fund raiser.
Student Delegations- Members of Mr. Neves Environmental Science Class displayed a GIS Map they prepared which shows the various stops for the school buses. The map is a project the class has been working on this semester.
Activities Director Report- The Activities Director reported that the winter sports season has begun. On December 4 & 5 the boy’s basketball team participated in the Dietrich Holiday Tournament and took first place, bringing home a nice trophy. On November 11th there was a Veteran’s Day assembly. Mrs. Flynn organized and prepared the assembly. Mrs. Wagoner stepped in for Mr. Stace and led the MS/HS band and choir. The students were a super audience and the performances were terrific. On November 12th Dr. Vincent Kituku spoke to all of the students in small groups. He is a well known author and motivational speaker. His presentation was excellent for all age levels and the students truly enjoyed him. Four members of the High School Volleyball Team made the all-conference team. Those girls are Kiya Tarpley, Amanda Wade, Katie Wade, and Edith Martinez. Six members of the High School Football Team made the all-conference team. Those boys are Bodie May, Tate Staker, Austin Farr, Dillon Smith, Tucker Farr, and Coltin Mickelsen. Bodie May, Austin Farr, and Tate Staker also made the football all-state team. Several Board members expressed concerns regarding the basketball schedule. These Board members were approached by patrons within their zones who felt that there should not be away games scheduled on school nights. Mr. Kerns asked the Board members to direct their constituents to follow the chain of command when voicing their concerns. They should first go directly to the Athletic Director with their complaints. If they don’t feel as though the problem has been taken care of, they should next talk with the Superintendent. The Athletic Director gave a brief explanation of how the scheduling process works. Dr. Rhodes-Shenton noted that she had been approached by constituents concerning the study hall for the middle school athletes. Their understanding was that the Board had mandated the study hall. It was made clear that study hall had been arranged through the 21st Century Grant because the grant was originally sponsoring Middle School Sports.
Maintenance Supervisor-The Superintendent gave the report for the Maintenance Supervisor. There have been some problems with the furnaces at both buildings. Alpine Propane has been keeping the propane tanks full. The sweeper is being readied for snow removal, but the Maintenance Supervisor does not foresee being able to use the John Deere as a lawn mower next year. Finally, The Superintendent reported to the Board that the problem with the pipes freezing may be a thing of the past. The pipes need Glycol in them to keep them from freezing. Finally, a question was raised concerning ways to save heating dollars in the MS/HS building. Mr. Kerns will research this issue.
Food Program Supervisor Report- The Superintendent gave the report for the Food Program Supervisor. Things have been running very well this month. Vicky Hernandez has been a very positive addition to the work team in the kitchen. There have been several people interested in the part time position available in the kitchen and interviews are underway. There have been some new food items tried this month and the kids really seem to be enjoying them. 
Transportation Supervisor Report- The Superintendent gave the report for the Transportation Supervisor. Her report stated that the buses have needed a few repairs but they are now back on track. Her report explained the protocol for winter driving for activity trips. The District has a safe driving record thus far and by keeping safety as the #1 priority, the District can continue providing safe, efficient transportation.
Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Whittier seconded the motion to authorize the Superintendent to begin lunchtime Safety Busing, in light of the weather, for High school and Middle School students. This will be left to the discretion of the Superintendent. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.

District Technology Report- The Technology Supervisor reported that there are a few issues that still need to be worked out with regards to the new phone system. Tim, with Fuzecore, has been informed of the problems and says he is working to get everything going. The new Student Information System, Power School, should be operational in January. Finally, the Technology Director would like those people who want information placed on the District Website to e-mail the information to her and she will get it on the website.
21st Century Grant Report- The Superintendent gave the report for the 21st Century Grant Director. He reported that the before and after school activities and academic programs continue to run smoothly. The Friday activities, which are run in conjunction with the local 4-H program, have been well attended. On the high school level the grant is sponsoring Friday school two days per month to help students in need of additional academic help. The game room is getting some great use both before and after school. Also, the Thursday Family Fun Nights have been very successful. Mr. Kerns reported that in November the state director and assistant director of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant visited the district and evaluated our programs. They informed Mr. Kerns and Mr. Hutchison that there is a pool of carryover grant money available to current grantees. This money has been applied for. 
Special Education Directors Report- The Special Education Director reported that the December Child Count is now complete and she expects to receive a confirmation within the next few weeks. She attended a SPED meeting, a secondary transition meeting, and a 504 Conference in November. She will be attending an ISAT-Alternate meeting in December. The Special Education Director plans to take an online Building Blocks for Literacy class in the spring. There are two Seniors in the Special Education Program who are working on PLATO math and language usage. They are both progressing well with the course. Finally, the Special Education Director will be purchasing magnifiers for two Special Education Students who are visually impaired.
Superintendent’s Report- The Superintendent reported that at the November Superintendents’ meeting, the group voted against supporting the “Race to the Top” grant if the State Department is successful in getting the money. The main sticking point is taking the cap off Charter School approvals of no more than six per year. Mr. Kerns would rather represent the School Board with their decision regarding this resolution. The Direct Writing and Direct Math assessments were administered last week. School was held during the power outage on November 17th, with lunch being served as well. The mobile home owned by the District is available for rent. On Friday December 4th, there was a Smart Board training session for all interested teachers. 
Business Office/Treasurer’s Report-​ The District Business Manager reported that on the advice of Fred Goodworth, two board members or Mr. Kerns and one board member will now begin signing all of the checks. There have also been changes made to the way the money from Student Association activities is counted. These changes put into place checks and balances within the business office. Carryover funds from last year have been requested. Dr. Rhodes-Shenton requested that the Business Manager keep a close watch on the current budget and inform the Board when overspending might become an issue.
Patron Input- None
Recess at 7:40 pm 

Meeting resumed at 7:45 pm  

Action Items
Protocol for Setting Special Board Meetings- The Board Clerk was asked to make sure that Board Members receive a phone call informing them of a Special Board Meeting. The phone call is to insure that Board Members are made aware of the meetings.
Winter Driver’s Ed Session- Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Whittier seconded the motion to authorize the Superintendent to offer a winter Driver’s Ed after school program with fees to be set at an amount that will cover the program. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
Purchases over $1,000-​ Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion to authorize the Business Manager to pay Galusha, Higgins & Galusha an additional $1,500.00 that had not been billed on the last statement. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Resignations – None
Open Positions- Mrs. Whittier moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion to open a position for a 21st Century Grant Student Aide. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.
Hire Personnel- Mrs. Ruhl moved and Dr. Rhodes-Shenton seconded the motion to authorize the Athletic Director to hire Susan Price as the track coach, pending a background check. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.
 Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion to authorize the Superintendent to hire Taylore May as the Middle School Boys Basketball Coach, Darcy Overton as a part time afternoon cook, Corteiga Lund as a substitute, and Susan Price as a substitute cook. There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
Personnel Issues (Executive Session)- 
The board moved into Executive Session at 8:05 pm.  Mrs. Whittier, Mrs. Ruhl, 
Dr. Rhodes-Shenton and Dr. Moffet all voted “aye”.

Open session resumed at 8:53 pm. 

In open session Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion that the District place teachers G and H on probation with accompanying plans of improvement as recommended by the Superintendent. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.
Adjourn:
Dr. Rhodes-Shenton moved and Mrs. Ruhl seconded the motion to adjourn.  
There was no discussion. The motion was unanimously approved.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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