Ser & Estar

The uses of ser:

· Spanish has two verbs that are equivalent to the English to be: ser and estar.  Both verbs are irregular in the present tense.  Both have –oy in the yo form, like ir (voy) and dar (doy).

Ser






Estar

yo  soy

nosotros/as somos


yo estoy
nosotros/as estamos

tú   eres
vosotros/as soís


tú  estás
vosotros/as estáis

él, ella es
ellos, ellas  son


él, ella está
ellos, ellas están

Ud.

Uds.




Ud.

Uds.
1.  Ser is used before most phrases beginning with de; for example, in expressing origin.

Soy de los Estados Unidos.  
I am from the United States.

Juan es de Cuba.

Juan is from Cuba.

     2.    Ser is used for possession.
La cartera es de Felipe.  The wallet is Phillip’s.

3.   Ser is used for what material something is made of:  

La blusa es de seda.  The blouse is (made of) silk.

4. Ser is used before adjectives to indicate that the condition expressed by the 

adjectives does not result from a change.  Thus, these adjectives express inherent qualities and characteristics such as nationality, age, physical  and moral attributes, personality, religion, and color.

Mis amigas son españolas.

My friends are Spanish.

El presidente es joven.


The president is young.

Carlos es alto y rubio.


Carlos is tall and blond.

Nora es inteligente.


Nora is intelligent.

Mis primos son graciosos.

My cousins are funny (witty).

Esos señores son protestantes.

Thos men and women are Protestant.

Nuestro choche es azul.

Our car is blue.

5. Ser is used to link two nouns or a noun and a pronoun.  Both nouns and pronouns may appear in a sentence or merely be understood.  Unlike English, Spanish omits the indefinite article un/una with a profession.

El señor Lara es arquitecto.  

Mr. Lara is an architect.

Pilar García es médica.

Pilar García is a doctor.

Somos ingenieros.


We’re engineers.

6. Ser is used to express time, dates, days of the week, and where an event takes place:

¿Qué hora es?



What time is it?

Son las ocho.



It’s eight o’clock.

¿Cuál es la fecha de hoy?

What is today’s date?

Es el seis de octubre.


It’s October 6th.

¿Qué día es hoy?


What day is today?

Es miércoles.



It’s Wednesday.

¿El baile es en la universidad?

Is the dance at the university?

No, es en el Hotel Plaza.

No, it’s at the Plaza Hotel.

Estar

1. Estar is used to express location or position, whether it is permanent or temporary.

Santiago está en Chile.


Santiago is in Chile.

El perro está al lado del gato.


The dog is beside (next to) the cat.

La papelería está enfrente de la pastelería.
The stationary store is opposite the pastry shop.

2. Estar is used before adjectives to indicate that the condition expressed by the adjective results from a change.  The condition may be a phase of health, happiness, etc.; a temporary state of being tired, seated, etc.; or the result of an action such as a window being closed.  Estar also may indicate that the adjective is the subjective impression of the speaker.  Estar is therefore more common with adjectives that describe mental or physical states.  

¿Cómo está Inés?


How’s Ines?

La pobre está enferma.

The poor girl is (has gotten) sick.

¿Están levantados los niños?

Are the children up?

No, están acostados todavía.

No, they’re still in bed.

¿Están abiertas las ventanas?

Are the windows open?

No, están cerradas.


No, they are closed.

¿No reconoces a Luis?

Don’t you recognize Luis?

Apenas.  Está muy gordo.
Hardly.  He’s so fat.  (He’s gotten very fat/ he looks fat to me.)

3. Estar is used in the formation of the progressive tenses:  estar + the gerund.  The gerund or –ndo form is equivalent to the -ing form in English:

Están esperando.


They’re waiting.

Está viviendo en París.

He is living in Paris.

