 List of famous characters
(updated 3/20/09)
1984 – Winston Smith, Julia, Big Brother, O’Brien; Emmanuel Goldstein
2001: A Space Odyssey – Hal 9000 (a robot)
Absalom, Absalom – Thomas Sutpen
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Aunt Polly, Becky Thatcher, Injun Joe, Muff Potter, Widow Douglas
The Age of Innocence – Newland Archer, Ellen Olenska, May Welland
The Alchemist – Subtle (a charlatan)
All Quiet on the Western Front – Paul Baumer
All the King’s Men – Willie Stark, Jack Burden
An American Tragedy – Clyde Griffiths, Roberta Alden

Animal Farm – Napoleon [pig based on Stalin], Snowball [pig based on Trotsky], Boxer [horse], Old Major [prize-winning boar based on both Lenin and Marx], 
Anna Christie – Chris Christofferson
Anna Karenina – Count Vronsky
Arms and the Man -- Bluntschli
Around the World in 80 Days – Phileas Fogg, Detective Fix, Passepartout
As I Lay Dying – Addie Bundren
Atlas Shrugged – John Galt
The Awakening – Edna Pontellier, Robert Lebrun
Bartleby, the Scrivener – Mr. Nippers
The Bell Jar – Esther Greenwood
Beloved -- Sethe
Billy Budd – Captain Vere, Claggart
The Bluest Eye – Pecola Breedlove

Brave New World – Mustapha Mond, Bernard Marx, John Savage
Breakfast at Tiffany’s – Holly Golightly
A Clockwork Orange -- Alex

The Caine Mutiny – Captain Queeg
Candide – Dr. Pangloss, Cunegonde
The Cask of Amontillado – Montresor, Fortunato
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof –  Pollitt family: Maggie, Brick, Big Daddy
Catch-22 – Yossarian, Milo Minderbender, Colonel Cathcart, Major Major Major Major
The Catcher in the Rye – Holden Caulfield, Phoebe (Holden’s sister)
The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County – Jim Smiley, Daniel Webster [Jim’s frog]
The Cherry Orchard -- Lopakhin
A Christmas Carol – Ebenezer Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, Jacob Marley

The Color Purple – Celie, Shug Avery, Harpo, Nettie
A Confederacy of Dunces – Ignatius J. Reilly

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court – Hank Morgan
The Count of Monte Cristo – Edmond Dantes, Mercedes, Abbe Faria
Crime and Punishment – Raskolnikov

Cry, the Beloved Country – Stephen Kumalo, James Jarvis
Cyrano de Bergerac -- Roxane
David Copperfield – Uriah Heep, Agnes Wickfield, Mr. Micawber, Betsey Trotwood, 
Dora Spenlow, Clara Peggotty
The Day of the Locust – Tod Hackett, Homer Simpson
Dead Souls -- Chichikov
Death Comes for the Archbishop – Bishop Latour, Father Joseph Vaillant
Death in Venice – Tadzio, Gustav von Aschenbach

Death of a Salesman – Loman family: Willy, Linda, Biff, Happy 
Desire under the Elms – Ephraim Cabot, Eben Cabot, Abbie Putnam (Cabot)
The Devil and Daniel Webster [story] – Jabez Stone, Old Scratch
Doktor Faustus [Thomas Mann] – Adrian Leverkuhn [a fictional composer]
A Doll’s House – Nora and Torvald Helmer
Don Quixote – Dulcinea [Don Quixote’s love], Sancho Panza [squire], Rocinante [Don Quixote’s horse], Dapple [Sancho Panza’s donkey]
Dr. Zhivago -- Lara

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – Danvers Carew
Dracula – Jonathan Harker, Van Helsing, Lucy Westenra
East of Eden – Trask family [brothers Caleb and Aron Trask represent Cain and Abel]
Emma – Emma Woodhouse

An Enemy of the People – Dr. Thomas Stockmann

Ethan Frome – Zenobia (Zeena), Mattie Silver

The Faerie Queen -- Gloriana
Fahrenheit 451 – Guy Montag
Far From the Madding Crowd – Gabriel Oak, Bathseba Everdene
A Farewell to Arms – Catherine Barkley, Frederic Henry
Fathers and Sons -- Bazarov
Flowers for Algernon -- Charley
For Whom the Bell Tolls – Robert Jordan, Pablo, Pilar
The Fountainhead – Howard Roark

Franny and Zooey – Glass family [also featured in many other works by J.D. Salinger]

The Glass Bead Game [also known as Magister Ludi] – Joseph Knecht

The Glass Menagerie – Amanda Wingfield, Laura Wingfield, Tom Wingfield, Jim O’Connor

Glengarry Glen Ross – Shelley Levene, Ricky Roma

The Gold Bug – William Legrand
The Good Earth – Wang Lung, O-Lan
The Grapes of Wrath – Jim Casy, Tom Joad, Rose of Sharon
Great Expectations – Pip, Miss Havisham, Joe Gargery, Abel Magwitch, Estella, Jaggers
The Great Gatsby – Nick Carraway, Tom Buchanan, Daisy Buchanan, Jordan Baker
The Hairy Ape -- Yank
The Handmaid’s Tale – Offred [the handmaid], Serena Joy
Hard Times – Gradgrind family, Stephen Blackpool
Heart of Darkness – Marlow, Kurtz

Hedda Gabler – Jurgen Tessman, Hedda Gabler
House of Mirth – Lily Bart
The House of the Seven Gables –Pyncheon family; Matthew Maule
The House of the Spirits – Trueba family
Howard’s End – Leonard Bast, Wilcox family, Schlegel family
The Hunchback of Notre Dame – Quasimodo, Esmerelda, Archdeacon Claude Frollo
The Idiot – Prince Myshkin
The Iceman Cometh – salesman Theodore Hickman [Hickey], Larry Slade
Importance of Being Earnest – Algernon Moncrieff, Jack Worthing, “Bunbury” (fictional friend), Cecily Cardew, Gwendolen Fairfax
In Cold Blood – Clutter family; Richard Hickok, Perry Smith
The Invisible Man [Wells] -- Griffin

Ivanhoe – Cedric the Saxon, Rowena

Jane Eyre – Mr. Rochester, Bertha Mason [the crazy former wife of Rochester locked in the attic]
The Jew of Malta – Barabas 

Jude the Obscure – [Jude] Fawley, Arabella Donn, Sue Bridehead
The Jungle – Jurgis Rudkis [Lithuanian immigrant]

Kidnapped – David Balfour

The Last of the Mohicans – Hawkeye [real name: Natty Bummpo], Magua, Uncas, Chingachgook

The Last Tycoon – Monroe Stahr
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow – Ichabod Crane, Katrina von Tassel, Brom Bones, Headless Horseman

The Masque of the Red Death – Prince Prospero

Measure for Measure – Isabella, Duke Vincentio

Les Miserables – Inspector Javert, Jean Valjean, Cosette, Fantine
Light in August – Joe Christmas

Lolita – Dolores Haze [known as “Lolita”], Humbert Humbert

Long Day’s Journey Into Night  -- Tyrone family 
Look Homeward, Angel – Eugene Gant
Lord of the Flies – Ralph (the protagonist), Jack Merridew, Simon, Piggy, Roger

The Lottery – Tessie Hutchinson

The Luck of Roaring Camp – Cherokee Sal, Kentuck
The Magic Mountain – Hans Castorp

Main Street – Carol and Will Kennicott

The Maltese Falcon – Sam Spade
The Man without a Country [short story] – Philip Nolan
Mansfield Park – Fanny Price
The Mayor of Casterbridge – Michael Henchard
The Metamorphosis – Gregor Samsa, Grete [Gregor’s younger sister]
Middlemarch – Dorothea Brooke, Edward Causabon
The Mill on the Floss – Maggie Tulliver, Tom Tulliver

Moby Dick – Ishmael, Captain Ahab, Starbuck, Stubb, Queequeg, Tashtego

Mother Courage and Her Children – Eilif, Swiss Cheese
Mourning Becomes Electra – General Ezra Mannon, Mannon family

Mutiny on the Bounty – Captain Bligh; Fletcher Christian
My Antonia – Jim Burden, Shimerda family

The Mystery of Edwin Drood – Rosa Bud, John Jasper

Native Son -- Bigger Thomas, Mary Dalton

The Natural – Roy Hobbs

The Necklace – Madame Loisel

The Nine Tailors – Lord Peter Wimsey

Northanger Abbey – Catherine Morland

O Pioneers! – Alexandra Bergson

An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge – Peyton Farquhar

Of Human Bondage – Philip Carey [clubfoot]

Of Mice and Men – Lennie Small[childlike migrant worker], George Milton, Curley, Candy
Old Curiosity Shop – Little Nell, Daniel Quilp [sadistic dwarf]
The Old Man and the Sea -- Santiago
Oliver Twist – Fagin, Artful Dodger [Jack Dawkins], Bill Sikes, Nancy
On the Road – Sal Paradise, Dean Moriarty, Carlo Marx
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Randle McMurphy, Nurse Ratched, Chief Bromden (narrator)
One Hundred Years of Solitude – Buendia family
Our Town – George Gibbs, Emily Webb, Stage Manager [omniscient narrator]
A Passage to India – Dr. Aziz, Cyril Fielding, Adela Quested
The Pearl – Kino, Juana
Persuasion – Anne Elliott

Picture of Dorian Gray – Basil Hallward, Sibyl Vane

Portrait of a Lady – Isabel Archer
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man – Stephen Dedalus

The Prince and the Pauper – Tom Canty

Pygmalion – Eliza Doolittle, Henry Higgins, Colonel Pickering

Rabbit, Run [and other “Rabbit” novels by John Updike] – Harry Angstrom

A Raisin in the Sun – Younger family (including Walter and Beneatha)
The Red and the Black – Julian Sorel

The Red Badge of Courage – Henry Fleming, Jim Conklin, Wilson
The Red Pony – Jody 

The Return of the Native – Eustachia Vye; Clym Yeobright

Rhinoceros -- Berenger [the protagonist of the play, an Everyman slacker]
The Rivals – Mrs. Malaprop; Lydia Languish
A Room with a View – Lucy Honeychurch, Cecil Vyse
Sanctuary – Popeye, Temple Drake
The Scarlet Letter – Hester Prynne, Pearl [her daughter], Roger Chillingworth, Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale
The Scarlet Pimpernel – Sir Percy Blakeney
The Screwtape Letters -- Wormwood
The Sea-Wolf – CaptainWolf Larsen; Humphrey van Weyden
The Secret Garden – Mary Lennox
Sense and Sensibility – Marianne and Elinor Dashwood
A Separate Peace – Gene Forrester (narrator and protagonist), Phineas (Finny), Leper
Sister Carrie – Caroline Meeber, Charles Drouet, George Hurstwood
The Skin of Our Teeth –  George Antrobus, Antrobus family

Slaughterhouse-Five – Billy Pilgrim

Something Wicked This Way Comes – Mr. Cooger & Mr. Dark, Jim Nightshade

Song of Solomon – Macon Dead III (also known as Milkman)
Sons and Lovers – Paul Morel

The Sound and the Fury – Compson family (Benjy, Quentin, Jason), Dilsey
The Spy Who Came in From the Cold – George Smiley 
Steppenwolf – Harry Haller
A Streetcar Named Desire – Blanche DuBois, Stanley Kowalski, Stella
The Stranger – Meursault

Stranger in a Strange Land – Valentine Michael Smith
The Sun Also Rises – Jake Barnes, Lady Brett Ashley, Robert Cohn
A Tale of Two Cities – Charles Darnay, Madame Defarge, Sydney Carton
Tartuffe – Orgon; Elmire
Tender is the Night – Nicole and Dick Diver

Tess of the D’Urbervilles – Angel Clare, Alec, Tess Durbeyfield
Their Eyes were Watching God – Janie Crawford, Tea Cake
Things Fall Apart -- Okonkwo
This Side of Paradise – Amory Blaine

The Three Musketeers – D’Artagnan, Athos, Porthos, Aramis, Milady de Winter, Cardinal Richelieu
The Three Sisters – Olga, Masha, Irina

The Time Machine – the Eloi, Weena, the Morlocks
The Tin Drum – Oskar Matzerath

To Have and Have Not – Harry Morgan

To Kill a Mockingbird – Jean Louise “Scout” Finch, Atticus Finch, Jem Finch, “Boo” Radley, Dill, Tom Robinson
To the Lighthouse – Lily Briscoe

Tobacco Road – Jeeter Lester
Treasure Island – Jim Hawkins, Long John Silver, Billy Bones

The Trial – Joseph K
“Trilogy of Desire” [The Financier; The Titan; The Stoic] – Frank Cowperwood
The Turn of the Screw – Miles

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea – Captain Nemo, Pierre Aronnax, Ned Land

Two Gentlemen of Verona – Valentine, Proteus
Ulysses – Leopold and Molly Bloom

Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Simon Legree, Topsy, Eva
Vanity Fair – Becky Sharp
Waiting for Godot – Vladimir, Estragon, Lucky, Pozzo

War and Peace – Natasha [Rostova], Pierre Bezukhov
Watership Down [about rabbits] – Hazel, Fiver, General Woundwort
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf – George, Martha, Nick, Honey

Winesburg, Ohio – George Willard
Wuthering Heights – Cathy Earnshaw; Heathcliff
