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and Jesus
e Christians did not
attend pagan

ceremonies as
required by Romans

o Consequently
Christians were
persecuted by the
Romans



Pilate had Jesus arrested
and crucified

After his death Jesus’

body was placed in a
tomb, and according to
the Gospels, three days
later Jesus appeared and
later ascended into
heaven

Jesus’ popularity
concerned both Roman
and Jewish leaders




omMmon ianguages o
Roman Empire of Greek and
Latin aided the spread of
Christianity

Rome destroyed the Jewish
homeland and Jews flee in a
dispersal known as the
Diaspora

Christians posed a threat to
Rome; consequently thousand
of Christians were crucified,
burned, imprisoned or
executed.
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Popular because it embraced all people: male, female, rich, and
poor

Gave power to the powerless

Appealed to those who rejected the extravagancies of Imperial
Rome

Offered a personal relationship with God
Promised eternal life after death






4 THE ORIGING AMD SPREAD OF
CHRISTIANITY TO AD 600
] Predomsranty Chessen by a2 325
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o Forly Cheistians were often periscuied
bry th: Rimians, whe saw fhem o o thieal
1 e stablity of the empire bemme they
rehrsend o ocknowledge the divinity of th
Roman emperor. By a0 &4 Nero vied
(huistions o5 virfis in the imperial svenas,
and in the early 4th centery Diocleion
wnganized compaigr: ogei! thes,
Howeves, Diccletion’s successar (omtomling
legolized Christianity, and ot the frst
* Erumenital Counc® [held of Hicoea in
325) e brought church and siate together
Constontine had comverted to Chrivtianity
fter o key vittory oves bis rivals in 312, 0
wiclory he ouribed o the power imveded in
bém o5 the sarvon of the Highest Divinity,
which ha squoted with the Chrission god
Miosry scts amisged during this sely
spried of Chritionity, ond rouniils were
periadicolly held b dscus the dortrinal
disogreements raried — with tome vack
dechared herefical os o reslt
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