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Background History of Russia

%
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Russia was liberated from
Mongol rule in 1462 by Ivan IlI
of Moscow

Russian was ruled by a
succession of rulers from 1505 E=%
until 1553 when Ivan IV or lvan K
the Terrible took the throne at §
age 3 I/
lvan the Terrible lived up to his '
name, Killing his eldest son ’
and heir to the throne, and his
youngest weak son succeeded
him to the throne and died
without an heir



known as the Time of Troubles
when boyars (Russian nobles)
struggled for power

In 1613 representatives from  BS% - s >

Russian cities met to choose a
new czar or Russian king

Their choice was Michael
Romanov, a grandnephew of
lvan the Terrible’s wife
Anastasia

Michael Romanov began the
Romanov dynasty which ruled
Russia from 1613 — 1917, 300
years







Peter's Reforms

He increased his powers
as an absolute ruler

Brought the Russian
church under state
control, meaning himself

Reduced the power of the
great landowners

Modernized the army by
Imposing heavy taxes to
pay for the army




oraderea nobies to give up
traditional clothes and beards
for Western fashion

Advanced education by
opening schools

Fought Sweden to gain a port
on the Baltic coast where he
built St Petersburg

By the time Peter died in 1725,
he succeeded in dragging
Russia into Western Europe



Catherine the Great 1762 — 1796

From Peter’'s death in 1725
until 1762, Russia was headed
by relatives of Peters

Peter Ill was married to
Catherine at the age of 15

Catherine was from a German
royal family

Peter was assassinated,
perhaps with Catherine’s
knowledge

Catherine was declared
Empress Catherine Il and
became ruler of Russia




an enligntenea aespotic ruier

Brought many reforms to

- Russia

e« Continued with Peter’s
: Westernization

“« She did little to reform the
serfdom problem in Russia
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- Termnories sdded by ca. 1725
- Territorics aleed by ca 1706

Russia in the World,
1689—1796



VWestern european artairs

Brought Russia into line with
other Western European
nations

Made education a high priority
In Westernizing Russia




