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Divided Colonial Society in Latin
America

e Society in Latin America was a strict social order
of the following:

— Peninsulares: born in Spain, a tiny population that held the
highest offices in the Spanish colonial governments

— Creoles: Spaniards born in Latin America, below the
peninsulares in rank, could rise in rank as officials in the
Spanish army, creoles and peninsular controlled land, wealth,
and power in the colonies

— Mesitozs: persons of mixed European and Native American
ancestry

— Mulattos: persons of mixed European and African ancestry

- Enslaved Africans: worked on the plantations
and for the creoles and peninsulares

- Indians or Natives: were at the bottom of the
social hierarchy and the largest percent of
the population
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San Martin 1778 - 1850

Born in Argentina, studied in Spain and became a
military officer

Fought against Napoleon in Spain
Returned to Latin America to help in liberation from
Spain

San Martin’s Argentina had

declared independence from Spain

In 1816

He led a daring march across the Andes
to Chile with the aid of Bernardo
O’Higgins’ troops

Fought for 10 years for the independence|
of Argentina, Chile, and Peru




