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Tokugawa to Melji







Life in Japan Under the Tokugawa
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Soclety In Tokugawa Japan
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Highly structured society

The emperor was a figurehead,
the shogun was the actual ruler
and supreme military
commander

Daimyo were powerful land-
holding samurai

Samurai were warriors

Peasants and artisans followed
next

Merchants were at the bottom
but gradually became more
influential and important

Society was strongly influenced
by Confucian values that held
farmers in the highest esteem

By the mid 1700s, Japan shifted
from a rural to an urban society



Tokugawa Culture

Noh dramas were
based on tragic themes

People read haiku, a
three-line verse of
poetry

Townspeople attended
Kabuki theatre, where
actors wore elaborate
costumes and make-up



European Contact with Japan

Early in Japanese history traders
and missionaries were welcome

Europeans brought new ideas and

Tokugawa Ieyasua feared the
missionaries influence and turned
his attention to banning
Christianity and ridding the
country of Christians




European Contact with Japan

 Finally in 1637 shoguns began to
persecute Christians and forced
them back into Buddhism

In Nagasaki

« This gave the shoguns a
monopoly on trade and flow of

ideas into Japan

e Japan remained closed to
Europeans for 200 years
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Japan’s Reaction to the End of

Isolationism
« Japanese were angry with the
A ~ shoguns for giving in to foreign

demands

government and chose the
name Melji for his reign which

means “enlightened rule”

e Mutsuhito’s rule, which lasted
45 years, is know as the Meiji
Era
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