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The Mughal Empire was in decline

and collapsing by 1707 B”tlSh In Indla

The empire had divided into states

ruled by a maharajah -. _
The East Indian Company troops : o o
allied with French troops, took o/
advantage of the weakened state,

and defeated the Indian army in

the Battle of Plassey in 1757

Britain’'s economic interest in India
began in the 1600s when the
British East Indian Company set
up trading posts in Bombay,
Madras, and Calcutta

The East Indian Company




Problems in the “Crown Jewel” of
the Colonies . <:.




Problems in the “Crown Jewel” of
the Colonies

o Splits in loyalties weakened
Indian resistance

Sikhs emerged as the
mginstay of the British army in
India

As a result of the Sepoy

Mutiny, the British took direct
control of India in 1858

A British governor-general was 4% ;




Britain’s Interest In India

o Started as a rich trading post for the British East
Indian Trading Company 4

e Gradually India became of great 1 ﬂ
economic importance to Britain in
supplying raw materials to




Impact of Colonialism on India

Britain controlled all of the . 1
economic and political power in
India

Britain restricted commerce and F

forced the growing of cash crops 4
at the expense of starving the )
local population

The presence of missionaries and
British racist attitudes threatened
traditional Indian life

Britain built the third largest
railroad in the world in India, which




