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Keys to SUCCESS  
 

Gary Morr is 
Freshman Academy Assistant Principal 

 

The opening of the 09 -10 school  

year has been a very exciting experience for me as 

well as our new freshman class. The first nine weeks 

has been a period of transition. Some students have 

made the change smoothly while others have hit  a few 

bumps in the road. I would like to discuss a few keys 

to success that will hopefully help complete the 

transition for our freshmen.  

The first key to success is being responsible. We must 

help our freshmen understand that the choices they 

make each day affect their future. Positive decisions, 

such as completing class assignments and choosing to 

follow school rules, set the tone for a successful high 

school career. However, poor decisions can lead to 

consequences that will be on their permanent 

academic and disciplinary records. By encouraging 

students to make responsible choices every day, we 

can help them realize their individual goals for the 

future.  

The second key to success is communication. Clear 

communication between teachers, parents, students 

and the school administration is extremely important 

to the success of each student. To accomplish this 

goal, we as a Freshman Academy have decided to 

send home a grade report every two weeks. This is in 

addition to the access parents have through the  
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Itõs a Matter of Prideé 

Freshman Academy Mission Statement 

The purpose of the Chapel Hill High School Freshman 
Academy is to create a successful transition to high 

school by preparing students to demonstrate 
productivity, respect, integrity, dependability and 

enthusiasm as lifelong achievers. 

  

  

 The Freshman Edge Newsletter 
 
Dawn Ashmore, Ed.S. 
BRIDGES College & Career Coach 
 

òThe Freshman Edgeó newsletter is published by the 
BRIDGES Smaller Learning Communities Grant.  At 
Chapel Hill High School, the editor is Dawn Ashmore, 
BRIDGES College and Career Coach.  Newsletters are 
mai led to your homes bi-monthly .   
 
Our newsletter strives to provide our 9 th grade students, 
and their families, with valuable information to help 
navigate their way through the first year at Chapel Hill.  
School events, parent tips, enrichment opportunities, 
college planning and much more are highlighted in e very 
issue.     
 

Please be sure to visit our BRIDGES website at 
http://bridgesgrant.dch.schoolinsites.com  

to read our newsletter each month.  
 
We also encourage you to sign up for the BRIDGES 
òNotify Meó link to receive emails regarding upcoming 
BRIDGES events.  You can find the Notify Me icon in the 
top left corner of our webpage.  
 

 
 
 
Please contact Dawn Ashmore in the CHHS BRIDGES 
Office at 770-651-6266 or email 
dawn.ashmore@douglas.k12.ga.us with any qu estions or 
concerns. 

 

http://bridgesgrant.dch.schoolinsites.com/
mailto:dawn.ashmore@douglas.k12.ga.us
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Earn $$$ for CHHS!!  

Every Monday and Wednesday night will be CHHS night at 

Buffalo Wild Wings  on Douglas Blvd. Just tell your server 

you are a CHHS Panther and they will give 15% back to the 

school! 

 

Freshman Parents 101 

Night!  
 
Dawn Ashmore, ED.S. 
BRIDGES College & Career Coach 
 
 

 
On September 10

th
, freshman parents were invited to an 

informational meeting presented by members of the CHHS 
faculty and special guest speaker, Stacey DeWitt, from 
ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ YƛŘǎέΦ  tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
many opportunities offered to their students through the 
CHHS Career and Technical Education Programs (CTAE), our 
Fine Arts Department and our Guidance Department.   
 
Special guest, Stacey DeWitt, presented current research on 
how to connect with your teenage students and support their 
efforts through understanding the teenage brain. The   
multimedia presentation included tips on how to join forces 
with the high school and become an advocate and mentor for 
your children.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stacey DeWitt, Founder and        

CEO of ñConnect with Kidsò 

 

 

Whitney Lester,                      Navy JROTC Program Cadets,  

CTAE Marketing Teacher     Chief Russell & Captain McMurtrie 

 

 

DECAé 
Live.  Learn.  Lead . 

 
 
DECA, an association of marketing students, is one of the 
largest student organizations at Chapel Hill High School 
representing students who are interested in a wide variety of 
marketing, management and entrepreneurial careers.  
Members attended the first meeting on August 26 where they 
were introduced to the 09 -10 Leadership Team, listened to an 
overview of the organization, played a communication game 
while getting to know DECA, and enjoyed a Chick-fil-a biscuit.   
 
This year is going to be our best year yet as we will offer 
more social events and opportunities for students to network 
with each other and business people.  Students will learn 
necessary skills for resume writing, interviewing, dressing for 
success, time management, money management and Internet 
Safety.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our two goals this year are to increase member involvement 
with the club and produce more winners at our region, state, 
and national competition.  We plan on achieving this by 
communicating with our members more effectively a nd 
having regular study sessions for our members to better 
prepare for competitions. 
 
We strongly believe in giving back to the community so we 
have planned to work with the Soldierôs Angels Organization, 
Childrenôs Healthcare for Atlanta, and our local homeless 
shelter for our community service projects.  
 
This yearôs leadership team includes Morgan Mathews, 
President, Zack Venning, Vice President of Competitive 
Events, Roberta Daniels, Vice President of Public Relations, 
Billy Marcinak, Vice President of Member Recruitment, Martiea 
Anderson, Vice President of Community Service, and Cheryl 
Nyangami, Secretary. 
 
For more information about how to join DECA,  
please contact Stacey Orr at (770) 651-6361 or 
Stacey.Orr@douglas.k12.ga.us. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:Stacey.Orr@douglas.k12.ga.us
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Communication is the Key 

Please Sign Up for 

ñNotify Meò 
 

Dawn Ashmore, Ed.S. 
BRIDGES College & Career Coach 

 

 

Chapel Hill High School has a new way to keep the lines 
of communication open between the school and our 
families.  On our website homepage you will find a small 
icon above the òLatest Newsó section called òNotify Meó.   
By clicking on this link, you will be able to register to 
receive school updates by email and/or text messages 
sent to your cell phone or PDA.  As CHHS has new 
programs, events or news posted to our website, you will 
be notified to visit the website to learn more. 

 

http://chapelhill.dch.schoolinsites.com/ 
 
Our school website contains a variety of useful tool to 
keep you informed about events and schedules at CHHS.  
You can learn about your childõs teachers by locating 
their name under the òSchool Staffó link.  Every faculty 
member has an informational webpage that contains a 
variety of information from their professional vitaõs to 
classroom information.  You will also find a link directly 
to their email. 
 
You will find all CHHS sports schedules and other 
important documents under the òFormsó link.  If you are 
looking for information about course offerings, faculty 
phone numbers, program information or any other 
pertinent information, please check the forms link.   

 
New information to our website will be listed under the 
òLatest Newsó column.  Please visit our website on a 
weekly basis to keep informed on current happenings! 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Come catch the Panther Pride at 

Chapel Hillôs School Store ï  

The Panther Place! 
 

Are you coming home exhausted and weak 

after Friday night football games? Too much Panther 

pride can indeed be the source!  Where do our students 

get this crazy but cool spirit from?  The Panther Place, 

Chapel Hillôs exclusive school based store providing 

students with all the Chapel Hill attire, school supplies, 

and balloons for lifeôs special events.   

  

The Panther Place is located in the upstairs E-

Building, room E202.  We are open daily from 8:10 to 

8:25.  We sell a wide variety of balloons that can show 

that special someone you care and deliver it to them 

throughout the day.  There is also a wide variety of 

school supplies including poster boards, tri-fold 

boards, pens, paper, folders, and white out.  Finally, we 

offer all Chapel Hill Fans spirit wear to show that 

Panther Pride! 

 

We at the Panther Place create a fun and 

spontaneous environment filled with plenty of spirit for 

Chapel Hill students and family. Pushing only to 

satisfy our customers, our focus is to allow our 

students the one place they can go to get everything 

they need to catch the school spirit going around. 

Donôt call the doctors; donôt order the medicine 

because there is not a cure for the Panther Pride; 

however our services at the Panther Place will surely 

keep the virus alive. 

    

F R E S H M A N  

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

The Douglas County Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, 
religion, national origin, handicap/disability or age in educational programs, activities or employment 
practices. 

September 23
rd

: Club Day Schedule 

September 25
th

: HOMECOMING Football Game 

October 12
th & 

13
th

:  No School 

October 14
th

:  ADAP Test (needed for drivers permit), Report Cards  

November 13
th

:  Progress Reports 

November 23-27
th
:  Thanksgiving Break Week 

  

Meet Teresa McKenney, 

Freshman Academy Secretary. 

Ms. McKenney has served CHHS 

for six years.  She is happy to help 

you with Parent Portal access, 

locker requests and general 

questions about our Freshman 

Academy.  You can reach her at 

770-651-6216. 

http://chapelhill.dch.schoolinsites.com/
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BRIDGES Summer Camp ó09 
 

Members of the Class of 2013 kicked off their school year by 

attending a three day summer camp in July.  Students had the  

opportunity to preview their core classes, meet students from 

other  middle schools and participate in team building activities. 

 

Approximately 85 students participated in this first annual camp 

sponsored by the BRIDGES Smaller Learning Communities grant. 

Our goal was to ease the transition to Chapel Hill High School by  

giving students a chance to meet some of the Freshman Academy 

faculty and have their concerns addressed.   Student feedback was 

positive and made their first day of school a more relaxed experience. 

 

9 Things to do Today to  

Graduate Tomorrow 
 

ñAll our dreams can come trueé 

if we have the courage to 

pursue them.ò 

--Walt Disney 

 
1. Go to school every day, on time.  Missing classes puts even 

the best student in danger of falling behind. 
 

2. Set a time at night for homework, and then work with your 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
later (or pass exams)! 

 

3. Think about how much money you want to earn in the future.  
Nearly every job requires the basic skills learned in high 
school, and high school dropouts have a much harder time 
getting good jobs consistently. 
 

4. Talk to someone about your goals.  Who do you want to be, 
and what will it take to get there?  Your teachers, counselors, 
and graduation coach can help you figure out a plan to reach 
real and rewarding goals. 
 

5. Pass every class.  Talk to your teacher NOW if you are 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΦ 
 

6. Ask your counselor about other options if you are seriously 
considering dropping out for academic reasons.  There are 
alternatives that can see you through. 
 

7. Remember that you deserve a future. Statistically, dropouts 
face more poverty, incarceration, and other hardships than 
graduates do.  Set yourself up for future success. 
 

8. Find out when every test, paper, essay, and quiz is going to 
happen for your classes, and then study as much as you can.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΗ 
 

9. Make it happen every day.  Pass your classes, go to school, 
dream big, GRADUATE. 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊŀƛƴǎ in your head. 
You have feet in your shoes. 

You can steer yourself in any direction you choose. 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ  !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ 
¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ 

--Dr. Seuss 
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Come join the new All-Star team in  
Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

 
Marketing students are going to the next level by studying sports and entertainment marketing.  This innovative course 
provides a solid knowledge base in the areas of marketing foundations, economics, sponsorship, public relations, sales, 
advertising, licensing, and other industry-related topics.  

 
Sports and entertainment is a multi-billion dollar industry in the United States  
and contributes to many jobs today.  In todayôs brand-driven society, the use  
of athletes and sports has become synonymous with ócorporate identityô and  
has redefined the role of consumer marketing. The career choices for a degree  
in Sports and Entertainment Marketing are endless. 
 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing offers great opportunities as students will  
brainstorm new marketing strategies for college and professional sports, concerts, 
local entertainment events, and world events such as the Olympics and be  
challenged to conduct research using the Internet.  They will also gain an understanding of how the economy affects the 
sports and entertainment industry. Many students do not have the opportunity to take a course of this caliber until college, 
making it a valuable experience in high school. 
 

In the Sports and Entertainment Marketing class. students will gain 
valuable insight  about  growing  career opportunities in sports and 
entertainment marketing, the importance of customer service and repeat 
business, and economic factors that influence the sports and 
entertainment  industry. 

The class is taught using project-based instruction providing 
students with hands-on learning of a wide variety of topics relating to both 
sports and entertainment industries.  Students will work with local school 
teams and businesses in the community for a variety of projects.  Field 
trips are also used to connect the classroom to real business.  All 
students are encouraged to join DECA, the association of Marketing 
Students, in order to apply learning on a competitive level.  

 

Sports & Entertainment Marketing is the second class in the Sports Marketing Management Pathway.  Marketing 
Principles is a prerequisite to the class.  An advanced sports marketing will be the final course in the pathway. 

 

For more questions, please contact Stacey Orr at (770) 651-6361 or Stacey.Orr@douglas.k12.ga.us.   

 

 

 

USA TEST PREP 
Available for CHHS Students  

 

It can be used for:  
-GHSGT prep  

-EOCT prep  
-Math I review  

-Math II review  

-Warm -up questions  

Visit the website at:  

www.usatestprep.com 
         user name:  chapelhill (no space) 
         password:  newton82 
 

 

The Partners In Education / BRIDGES 

FFaall ll   SShhaaddooww  DDaayy    
Needs YOU! 

 

Do you work for, or know of, a business that would enjoy spending a day 

mentoring students?  Would you be willing to demonstrate your professional 

skills? Then donôt miss the opportunity to share information about your 

business and career with a Douglas County student! Your time and personal 

attention can make a difference in a high school studentôs career path!  

 

Contact Ruby Byers at 770-651-2078 or BRIDGES@douglas.k12.ga.us to 

register your business by October 16
th

.   

SShhaaddooww  DDaayy  iiss  TTuueessddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr   33
rrdd

,,  22000099!!   

mailto:Stacey.Orr@douglas.k12.ga.us
mailto:BRIDGES@douglas.k12.ga.us
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BRIDGES 

After School Tutoring Program 
 
Dawn Ashmore, Ed.S. 
College and Career Coach 
 
The BRIDGES fall semester After School Tutoring Program 
began on Tuesday, September 8th.  Space is still available 
and applications can be found on the BRIDGES or CHHS 
websites.   

 

http://.bridgesgrant.dch.schoolinsites.com 

 

http://chapelhill.dch.schoolinsites.com 
 

Tutoring is available in the following core courses: Math 1 
Support, Math II Support, Algebra 1 A & B, Algebra II, 
Algebra III, Trigonometry, Biology, US History, Government, 
Economics, and English Language Arts.  The procedures for 
applying are included with the application.   Tutoring 
classes meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:40-5:00.  
Students may also apply for transportation home.   
 

 

 

  
 
 
The BRIDGES tutoring classes are designed to be long-term 
assistance that focuses on mastering the standards of the 
course.  Students are expected to attend every Tuesday 
and Thursday during the semester, as well as 
demonstrating appropriate behaviors, in order to maintain 
their enrollment in the program.  Students who are 
experiencing difficulties with their current homework 
should speak to their classroom teachers for assistance.  
The BRIDGES tutoring classes are designed to remediate 
standards that were not mastered in the classroom as well 
as accelerate learning by previewing upcoming materials.  
Students in the BRIDGES program should not expect to 
work on their daily homework assignments during tutoring.  
Instead, tutoring teachers will focus on the skills needed to 
be successful lifelong learners.  Class space is limited and 
will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.  Please call 
770-651-6266 with any questions or concerns. 
 

Making High School Count 
Freshmen attended an assembly on August 19th to kick off their 
advisement program.  Guest speaker, Nasha Snipes from the 
Ȱ-ÁËÅ )Ô #ÏÕÎÔȱ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÇÁÖÅ Á ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 
how to make the most of their high school years.  Realizing the 
importance of starting their high school career in a positive 
manner, developing good study habits, and maintaining a high 
grade point average, were key points illustrated to students.   
 

Keys to Success  continued from  page 1 

Gary Morr is 
Freshman Academy Assistant Principal 

 

parent portal online   

grading system. If you 

have not signed up for 

parent portal, please do so 

as soon as possible. To sign 

up, you will need to come  

to the mai n office and produce a photo ID; you will then be 

provided with a password. This is not only a great way to 

monitor your studentõs grades, but also a way to start a 

conversation with your student about his or her progress 

in each class. As always, teachers  will communicate with 

parents via email and phone calls, and they are available 

upon request for conferences.  

The third key to success is being on time to school and to 

each class. Parents, I urge you to discuss this vital life 

skill with your student. I  have seen an increase in tardies 

over the last several weeks. Students who are late to class 

miss extremely important information. They often become 

frustrated because they do not fully understand what is 

being presented, which causes them to perform at a  lower 

level. As a consequence for excessive tardies, students are 

assigned Saturday Work Detail for six tardies and ISS 

when they accumulate ten or more tardies. We must help 

our freshmen understand the importance of being on time 

and encourage them to ch ange the negative habit of being 

tardy to the positive habit of being punctual.  

Chapel Hill High School Freshman Academy staff and I 

look forward to working with you to ensure the success of 

all our students. We appreciate your support and 

encourage you to contact us if you have any questions or 

concerns about your student.  
 

 

 

 

Girls Basketball Try -Out  

Coming Soon! 

All girls must have a current physical on file 

before try-outs!  Listen for the  

announcements from Couch Couey  

for dates and times!  

PRIDE Program Honors Students 

Panthers Receiving Incentives for Doing Exceptional Things 

 
Student can qualify for PRIDE program incentives by setting high 
expectations for themselves, receiving good grades, being at school every 
day and following all school policies.   άIƻƴƻǊ /ŀǊŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
end of each semester in celebration of their academic success.  There are 
three levels of Honor Cards based on the following criteria: 
Gold Level ς ŀƭƭ !ΩǎΣ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ϧ ƴƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭǎ 
Silver Level ς ŀƭƭ !Ωǎ ƻǊ .ΩǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƴƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭǎ  
Bronze Level ς all A, B ƻǊ /ΩǎΣ н ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ŀōǎŜnces & no discipline referrals.   

Start earning your Honor Card today! 
 

http://.bridgesgrant.dch.schoolinsites.com/
http://chapelhill.dch.schoolinsites.com/
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Welcome to the  

CHHS Media Center 
Debra Bass, Media Specialist 

 
   

     The media center staff would like to welcome all freshmen to CHHS!  We work 

hard at providing a variety of resources and services for our patrons.  Our goal is to encourage you to use the media center as a 

reference area for study and research.    

 Media center visitors have at their disposal a large selection of books for both academic and personal needs, computers 

and printers for research and projects, and magazines and newspapers for both academic and personal use.  In addition, patrons 

can obtain assistance with technological issues (such as logins) and can purchase items from the school store which offers poster 

boards, tri-fold boards, index cards, CDs, folders, paper, pens, pencils, report covers, notebooks, etc.   

 Students are able to visit before and after school, during their lunch periods, or with a pass from their classroom teacher.  

Passes are also required during lunch.  The media center is open from 7:45 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday through Friday (except for 

tutoring that occurs on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons).   

 CHHS requires all students to wear student ID badges.  These are provided through the media center.  Lost/damaged 

badges can be replaced for a $5 fee.  IDs are needed to check out materials. 

 The normal checkout period for books is two weeks.  They can usually be renewed if needed, and fines are assessed if 

materials are overdue.  The fine on most items is $.10 per day.  

 The Internet is a powerful educational tool when used appropriately.  It is very important to follow school policy when 

using it.  All students need an Internet permission form on file in order to access it while at school.  These forms are processed 

through the media center.  See a member of the media staff if you need assistance with placing one on file. 

 The Panther Readers Club is sponsored through the media center.  The club serves to promote reading skills and 

fosters enthusiasm and love for reading.  Anyone wishing to join is welcomed! 

 Several promotional programs are sponsored by the media center throughout the year.  This year we will celebrate 

Banned Book Week in September, Teen Read Week in October, and National Library Week  in April.  Watch for 

activities/contests relevant to these events! 

   
 

 

CHHS CAFETERIA WELCOMES STUDENTS 
 

We hope all students are enjoying our delicious 
nutritious meals.  We work hard to vary our meal 
choices in an effort to offer something for each of our 
students.  Our prices are very reasonable and all 
students have the option of applying for financial 
assistance.  You can always enjoy a hot meal on a 
cold day and a cold meal on a hot day. 
 
If I can do anything to make your dining experience 
more pleasurable, or add something to our menu,  
within my means, please feel free to talk to me.  
 
Have a wonderful school year! 

Pamela B. Paulus 
Nutrition Manager 

 

Georgia Career Student Association In Full Swing  
 

The Georgia Career Student Association is in full swing with the 
new school year. GCSA has already kicked off its Annual Coat and Clothing 
Drive for the needy. The first block class bringing in the most clothing  items 
will receive a Chick-fil-A Biscuit Breakfast. One class has already brought 
loads of items in. We are encouraging everyone to help with this worthy 
cause. Last year's efforts, along with the other Douglas County High 
Schools, collected over 4,000 items of clothing. This year we are hoping for 
fantastic results as well.   

The Krispy Kreme College Scholarship Donuts will be delivered to 
students on Friday October 9, 2009. The last day to pay for donuts is Friday 
October 2, 2009. The cost of the donuts is $5.00 per dozen. The class 
purchasing the most will be rewarded with a prize from Krispy Kreme. The 
money goes toward college scholarships for GCSA seniors. This is the third 
year in a row that GCSA has been able to award scholarships to seniors.  

Suzanne Walker from Devry University was our first guest speaker 
for this school year. Students learned about many scholarship opportunities 
as well as participating in a hands-on interactive presentation. 

Joshua Darden and Oneisha Smith, both seniors, will represent the 
Chapel Hill Chapter of GCSA at the state level. Joshua is the State 
Parliamentarian and Oneisha is the GCSA Region IV President.  

The GCSA Chapter has many exciting things planned for this year. 
Please see Mrs. Blakey in E212 if you are interested in becoming a part of 
our fun club or if you wo uld like to purchase a dozen HOT Krispy Kreme 
Donuts! Let's pay it forward as we help our seniors prepare for their college 
experience. 

Lydia Blakey 
CCAE Coordinator 

 


