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Spring 2008
=
Dear Honors/Advanced Placement Parent/Guardian & Student,
Congratulations on qualifying for an Honors Literature, Advanced Placement (AP®) Language, or Advanced Placement (AP®) Literature course for the next school year.  We are communicating with you early in an attempt to be sure all students and their parents/guardians are aware of the higher expectations for these classes.  Students who successfully complete an AP® course and score a 3 or higher on the exam can earn college credit for their work.  An AP® course is equivalent to a college freshman course in literary analysis, interpretation, and writing.  Honors courses are rigorous for they are meant to prepare students for AP® English courses, but be advised that honors courses do not offer students the possibility of earning college credit.  Any advanced English course will be challenging, yet all offer valuable learning experiences.  
When students enroll in an Honors or AP® English course, they will be required to participate in summer reading.  The books that are assigned are considered a part of the curriculum.  They are books of recognized literary merit that should be a part of the background of a well-educated person.  Parents/Guardians, we encourage you to support your child’s summer reading. The assignments offer students the opportunity to read challenging material, to reflect, and to have additional resources needed to be successful in college.  Students enrolled in these classes will be required to read two (2) works over the summer and complete a school-based assignment in conjunction with the reading for class credit.  Summer reading is not optional.  AP® courses require additional work because they are college-level courses.  

The required reading for all Honors/AP® students at Alexander High School are enclosed.  Please review the information carefully, complete the attached Summer Reading Contract, and return the contract to Mrs. Rager before May 29, 2009.  
Educationally yours,

Tracey C. Seymour


   Corinne H. Barnes


  Debbie A. Rager
Language Arts Coordinator

Gifted/IB Coordinator

       AHS English Dept. Chair








                           debbie.rager@douglas.k12.ga.us










      fax: 770-920-4514
ALEXANDER HIGH SCHOOL 

Summer Reading Contract
Class:  9th Grade Honors English & Composition

Middle School Attended in 8th Grade:
CHMS
         CLMS
FMS          FSMS

SMS       TMS     YMS
Other: _________________

Student: 





     

                     (please print full name)
Two (2) books are required for Summer Reading 2009. Choose one from each of the two categories (fiction / non-fiction):

FICTION (choose one title):
(1) The Hunger Games by  Suzanne Collins (ISBN-10: 0439023483       ISBN-13: 978-0439023481) 

·                              (2) The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne (ISBN: ISBN-10: 0385751060   ISBN-13: 978-  0385751063) 

                             NON-FICTION (choose one title):
(3) Sister Bernadette’s Barking Dog: The Quirky History and Lost Art of Diagramming Sentences by Kitty Burnes Flores (ISBN: 9780156034432)
(4) Eats Shoots & Leaves by Lynne Truss (ISBN: 1892402038)
I understand that reading two books (one fiction / one non-fiction) is required content for the course in which I wish to enroll. I will read these books during the summer break, and I know I will be evaluated on these readings for class credit.  

Student Signature:  







Date: 



PARENT/GUARDIAN ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

I have read this information with my son/daughter and understand the requirements for the Honors class.  I understand the summer reading requirements and evaluation process.

Parent/Guardian Signature: 






Date: 



Please return this signed contract to Mrs. Rager (debbie.rager@douglas.k12.ga.us) at 

Alexander High School no later than Friday, May 29, 2009.

6500 Alexander Parkway, Douglasville, GA 30135 (fax: 770-920-4514)

Building Learning Communities


