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HILLCREST HIGH SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER

Summer 2010
www.hillcresthigh.net 

Schedule Pick-up Times Assigned

In just a few short weeks, our students will be back at school to begin another year. Schedule pick-up dates are listed below:

          Seniors:    Wednesday, July 28th, from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.

          Juniors:    Wednesday, July 28th, from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Sophomores:    Thursday, July 29th,      from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.

      Freshmen:   Friday, July 30th,            from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.

This year, students will pay an administrative fee which will cover the cost of STIHOME, postage, and instructional materials. Students may also purchase lockers, parking decals, yearbooks, student planners and pay any other course fees for the year at that time.  Costs of items other than course fees are as follows:

      Administrative Fee $20        
Yearbooks - $55
      Parking $15


Student Planners - $10
      Lockers $5

      PTSO Memberships - $5 (students), $10 (adults), 

                                             $25 (family), $100 (corporate)
If you are unable to be at school for schedule pickup during your assigned time, you may have a friend take care of picking up your schedule and paying your fees. All outstanding debts must be cleared before a new schedule may be picked up.   Students will be able to complete requests for dropping and adding classes beginning on registration dates.  No schedules will be changed after Thursday, August 12th.  Please note that changes will not be made to alter class times or teachers.  Many sections are full; therefore, schedule changes will be very limited.  

Freshman Orientation for Students and Parents

Hillcrest will conduct an orientation program for our new freshmen students and their parents beginning at 6:00 in the school theatre on Monday, August 2nd.  Please plan to attend!
New Grading Periods and New Courses This Year

Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, students will change from six week to nine week grading periods. Tuscaloosa County will also offer students the opportunity to earn half-credit elective courses including Business Tech Applications, Visual Arts, Math Seminar, Reading Seminar, Creative Writing, Freshman Seminar, College Prep (formerly ACT Prep), AHSGE Review, and Health.  These are some big changes and some great opportunities for new courses. Also, we will be offering some new courses this year in our Business Department—Marketing, Accounting, Multimedia Design, and Advanced Business Tech Applications.  We still have space in these new classes, so please let us know if your student would like to take one of these courses.  Business Tech Applications is a prerequisite for all the new Business courses.

Dress Code Information
As you begin to prepare for the fall semester, please ensure that your students’ clothing meets the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education dress code.  While some clothing may be perfectly suited for home, casual events, or the beach, it could be inappropriate to wear in a school setting.  At Hillcrest High School, male students may not wear sleeveless shirts or caps of any type in the school building.   Shirts will be tucked in and pants or belts will be fastened at the waist. Females may not wear inappropriately short shorts or skirts or any type of revealing clothing.  No student may wear pajama bottoms or slippers or have exposed midriffs or undergarments at school. T-shirts with offensive language, references to drugs or alcohol, or confederate flag insignias are also prohibited by Board policy.  

It is our goal is to ensure that students are engaged in classroom instruction during the school day and that interruptions for inappropriate attire are kept to the absolute minimum.  Please help us to ensure that students dress appropriately for school.
Hillcrest is Putting on a New Face!

If you haven’t already noticed, we are putting on a fresh face at Hillcrest this year.  The entire interior of the school building is currently being painted and this process will continue throughout the year.  We have new carpet in the band room and theater through a generous grant from Gerald Allen and are painting and installing one-way signs in the student drop-off and pick-up loop in front of the school.  In addition, in a short time, we will have a lighted sidewalk on the school side of Patriot Parkway for the community to use, and the road extension of Patriot Parkway to Old Marion Road that is currently blocking our exit to Hillcrest School Road should be finished very soon.  We are very excited about the new face at Hillcrest High and hope you are too!
New Book Bag Requirements

This year, all high school students who plan to carry book bags will need to have either clear or mesh bags.  You will find this information in the 2010-2011 Student/Parent Information Guide.
Importance of Attendance

In order for students to be successful at school, their attendance is most important. Please ensure that your students are here everyday and that they are on time.  School will begin promptly at 7:50 a.m. each day and end at 3:10 p.m.   
After an absence, students must
· Bring a written excuse to the office
· Make arrangements with their teachers to make up any missed work 
within two (2) days of the absence.  After five (5) days of absence in a class, a student must provide a medical or legal excuse to be allowed to make up any missed course work. Students will not be permitted to make up any school work for unexcused absences. This also applies to check-ins and check-outs after five class absences.  
Every effort should be made to schedule appointments after school or on days when school is not in session.  For seniors, visits to local colleges must be arranged after school or on weekends.  If you have any questions about your students’ attendance, please call the school office at any time.  You may also consult the STIHOME system.  
Students who accumulate 15 unexcused absences in a two-term class or 8 unexcused absences in a one-term class during a semester will be denied credit and receive a Noncompliance Attendance (NC) on all records for those classes.
Student Checkouts
Because your children’s safety is very important to us, students may check out when a parent or guardian comes to school in person to check his/her child out of school. Our front office staff will be completely new this year, so we are asking parents who come to pick up their students to bring a photo ID.  Students may also check out by bringing written statements (that will be verified by our office staff) to the office signed by parents/guardians.  These written excuses should be turned in to the office by 7:45 on the day of the check out.  
Important Dates

Included in this newsletter is a list of important dates for the school year.  Be sure to save it for future reference.  Important annual dates will also be posted on our website.
Parent Email Addresses Needed!!

At registration or any time you come to the school, please be sure to give us your email address so we can send you school information via email throughout the year.   In the near future, we will load your email addresses into STI so we will be able to mass message even from the Central Office location.  

Summer AHSGE Information for Seniors
Seniors! If you have yet to pass a section of the graduation exam, plan to take the exam this July at Hillcrest High School.  You need to be on time and bring a photo ID with you.  Beginning at 8:00 a.m. each day, the tests will be administered as follows:

   
Monday,          July 12 – Biology/Science
   
Tuesday,          July 13 – Math
   
Wednesday,   July 14 – Reading
        

   
Thursday,        July 15 – Language 

   
Friday,             July 16 – Social Studies 
Drivers to Campus

Student safety is so important!  Please be sure to remind your students that when they arrive on campus in their vehicles, they are to leave their vehicles and come to the cafeteria or remain in designated areas just outside the building where they can be properly supervised.  In the event of inclement weather, students will be permitted to come into the gym.

Welcome HHS New Faculty/Staff

We are excited to welcome the following new (and reassigned) faculty and staff members to our Hillcrest family:
Dr. Butch Young—Assistant Principal—is a former HCMS teacher, assistant principal at TCHS and Brookwood Elementary, and principal at Lloyd Wood Middle School. He is very excited about becoming a member of the Hillcrest High Family.
Brenda McRee—Special Education Teacher—comes to us from the Bibb County School System in McCalla. 
Sabrina Sheffield–Library Media Specialist—has been a part of the Hillcrest family for many years as a science teacher and will now work with all students through our library program.
Steven Sims–Physical Education Teacher comes to us from Hillcrest Middle School where he taught social studies. He will be teaching LIFE and basketball.
Courtney Taylor–Career Tech Teacher is new to the Hillcrest area, has just completed her master’s degree at Auburn University, and is a Tennessee native.  
Adam Winegarden—Head Football Coach\PE, a native of Tennessee, comes to us from Dalton High School in Georgia where he also served as Head Football Coach. 

And we will be adding more members to our Hillcrest faculty and staff.  We look forward to a wonderful school year with our old and new staff members!
Support our Athletic & Music Programs

and Bring a Friend!

Please support fundraisers and attend events.  We cannot have extracurricular activities without parent and community support! (
Cell Phones/Electronic Devices

Students are not to use cell phones or electronic devices in the school during the school day.  Please encourage your young person to keep them turned off and put away if they have to have them for an after-school event.  There are phones available at school for students to use in the event they need to contact home.  If you need to get in touch with your son or daughter, please call the school office.  The policy regarding procedures for student use of cell phones and electronic devices is located on both the Hillcrest High School website, the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education Website (www.tcss.net) and in the Student/Parent Information Guide. 
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Elementary School Football Game Nights!
Englewood, Maxwell, and Taylorville Primary students will be Special Guests at the home football games this season. Players and cheerleaders will visit Englewood, Maxwell and Taylorville Primary on Thursday mornings to invite students to the games.  Students will each have the opportunity to purchase a "Locker Room" shirt which will entitle them to participate in pre-game sideline activities and free entrance to the game.  Please tell your friends and plan to come out to support the Patriots! Let’s make Friday football night a Community Night!
                The following nights have been set as Elementary and/or Primary Nights . . .
         September 10th         v. Jess Lanier      Englewood Night

         September 24th         v. Bryant              Maxwell Night

                October 8th         v. Minor               Taylorville Primary Night
ACT Test Dates for 2010-2011
	Test Date
	Registration
Deadline
	(Late Fee
Required)

	September 11, 2010*
	August 6, 2010
	August 7 – 20, 2010

	October 23, 2010
	September 17, 2010
	September 18 – October 1, 2010

	December 11, 2010
	November 5, 2010
	November 6 – 19, 2010

	February 12, 2011**
	January 7, 2011
	January 8 – 21, 2011

	April 9, 2011
	March 4, 2011
	March 5 – 18, 2011

	June 11, 2011
	May 6, 2011
	May 7 – 20, 2011


Credit Recovery

If your student needs to recover lost credits, please call the school to find out more about the program and to make arrangements for the fall semester after-school credit recovery program. 

Summer Reading
All students in grades 9 – 12 are required to complete summer reading for their English classes.  They will be tested on their assigned novels during the first week of school.  The summer reading list can be found on our website or in the school office.  Please encourage your students to read as much as possible over the summer months.  All students should come prepared for testing on summer reading when they arrive the first day of school. 
School Instructional Supplies Needed!
Proration has taken its toll on school funding once again this year.  Because we will receive no fee allocation monies for classroom instructional supplies, we are requesting your assistance.  Paper and dry-erase markers are our most needed items, and we will very much appreciate the donation of a ream of paper or a pack of markers.  We are also asking for any donations you would like to make for our library since there will be no money allocated for library enhancement this year. You can do this at registration.  We thank you in advance for any supplies or money for the library you will be able to donate.

If you received a notice to update your student’s 

blue immunization card, please be sure to bring it to registration. In order for a student to be able to get his/her schedule, immunizations must be up to date.  















