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COUNTY CHAMPSéThe 2009 Oxford High School Baseball Team got off on the right foot by winning the Calhoun 

County Baseball Championship for the second year in a row. Trey Pilkington pitched a complete game shutout in the 

finals of the tournament beating Alexandria 8 ï 0.  Brandon Roberts and Trey Pilkington were selected to the All    

Tournament Team while Judd Edwards took the Most Valuable Offensive Player of the Tournament, and Kyle OôDell 

was selected as Most Valuable Player of the Tournament. 

AREA CHAMPSéThe Jackets also won its first Area Championship as a 6A Baseball Team.  The players posted a 

perfect 9 ï 0 record in area play.   Trey Pilkington threw shut out wins against all three area opponents beating Pell City 

13 ï 0, Hewitt Trussville 12 ï 0 and Gadsden City 9 ï 0.  The Jackets added some offensive power as well in area play.  

Seven of Matthew Goodsonôs 11 Homeruns came against area opponents. 

NORTH ALABAMA CHAMPS & 6A RUNNER -UPé In late April the Jackets hosted Clay Chalkville in the 

first round of the AHSAA State Playoffs.  The series would go to a Game 3, as Judd Edwards and Jackson Stephens 

pitched the Jackets to victory in the decisive game. The following week Oxford hosted Hewitt Trussville in the 2nd 

round.  Kyle Odell hit two homeruns in the first inning of game 1 as the Jackets won 18-8.  Taylor Sparks picked a    

perfect night to pitch his best game of his career shutting out the Huskies in game 2.The Jackets had to go on the road 

and play Grissom in the Quarter Finals.  A grand slam by Tucker Simpson and a late homer from Ricky Guzman proved 

to be the all that the team needed to take game 1.  Jackson Stephens threw 5 innings of shutout ball in game 2 to send  

Oxford to the Semi Finals versus Vestavia Hills. 

 Trey Pilkingtonôs arm and Ricky Guzmanôs bat were all the Jackets needed to take game 1 of the series.   

Vestavia forced a game 3 and many thought this would be the Yellow Jackets last game when we found ourselves  

trailing Vestavia 3-1 in the 6th inning.  Matthew Goodson didnôt think so.  His three run homer took the crowd out of 

their seats at Oxfordôs Bud McCarty Field and the fans stayed there until John Juricich struck out all three of Vestaviaôs  

hitters in the 7th inning.  Judd Edwards said after the game, ñThis is one of the greatest days in Oxford baseball history.ò  

Indeed it was, as a few thousand fans stormed the field in celebration of their Jacketsô trip to the Finals in Montgomery. 

 Even though Trey Pilkingtonôs pitching and Brandon Robertsôs hitting continued to be dominant, the Jackets 

came up short against Auburn in the Finals.  The 2009 Jackets finished the year with a #2 State Ranking.  Coach 

Brooks had this to say to the players, ñReaching such a milestone is a culmination of many things including outstanding 

players, coaches, administration, and community support.  What you have accomplished is lifelong memories.  As your 

coach I would like to say thank you for being such positive role models and again, congratulations on this special  

milestone in your lifeôs work that has only just begun.ò 

ROAD TO THE FINALS ...BASEBALL TEAM #2 IN STATE  
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POSTER COMPETITION WINNER 

Hope!  Relay for Life 
Relay For Life, the American Cancer Societyôs signature event, raises money to help 
fund cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient services.  As one of Calhoun 
Countyôs 120 Relay For Life teams, Oxford City Schoolsô students and faculty made a 
pledge to fight back against cancer and did so in a BIG way!  Oxford City Schools  was           
recognized as the TOP Relay Team in the county, raising $ 24,767.70 . The OCS 

team  also  received an award for the best decorated campsite at this yearôs event. Students and teachers 
planned and implemented several fundraisers throughout the year. Each school had a dedicated Relay Team 
Captain who led the schoolôs fund-raising efforts. Relay For Life offers every person a tangible way to fight 
back against a disease that has taken so much from so many people. Every dollar raised for the  Relay For 
Life aids in the HOPE of a cancer-free tomorrow. Thanks to all who gave and participated...we have HOPE!    
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Joshua Ragsdale,  

a Coldwater  

Elementary School 

third grader, was  

selected as a grade 

level winner in the 

statewide 2009  

Regions Charity 

Classic Junior 

Poster Contest. Joshuaôs entry was 

chosen from thousands throughout the 

state!  He was one of only 24 Alabama  

grade-level winners selected from four 

regional areas.  Joshua received a 

prize consisting of a $100 savings 

bond and a technology prize package.  

Congratulations, Joshua!  

OMS HONOR SOCIETY 
Over new 80 members were recently inducted into the Oxford Middle 
School chapter of the Junior National Honor Society.  The students 
are all seventh graders and were selected based on their academic 
grade point average in their five core courses.  In order to be a 
member a student had to have a 90 grade point average in these core 
courses.   
The new members were pinned with ribbons in blue and gold club 
colors in a pinning event held two weeks prior to a late afternoon 
candle lit ceremony marking their formal acceptance into the 
organization.  Current eight grade club members and officers oversaw 
both the pinning event and the induction ceremony under the 
direction of club sponsor Chris Pope. 
The new club members joined with the old to complete a service 
project within days of their induction.   Members donated candy and 
their time to help build over 30 Easter baskets for donation to the 
local Salvation Armyôs Battered Women and Children Shelter.  The 
club plans to grow its service mission in the 2009-2010 school year.   

 
 

 


