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Introduction

For many years, I struggled with how to teach the traits of effective writing to primary students.  How could I translate terms like “conventions”, “organization”, “focus”, “fluency” into language my K-2 students could understand?  Not to mention intangibles like “traits”?  What does a trait look like anyway?  

Mostly, I had used the traits as a guide for me as a teacher.  I used the six traits rubrics to assess student writing and plan for instruction.  I referred to the six trait framework to keep my writing program balanced and prevent me from focusing exclusively on getting those babes to put letters into their scribbles, or stretch out the sounds, or spell the words conventionally.  The six traits framework kept me balanced on the various elements that make writing work – not just conventions.

I still use the six traits framework for all of these important things.  First and foremost, the six traits framework is an assessment tool, designed for determining what writers know and can do, and for guiding instruction in what they need to know.

But increasingly, I needed to know how I could make the explicit language and concepts of the traits accessible to beginning writers.  As I began to experiment with the idea of six trait characters, I realized it was giving my students that same sense of balance, that sense of the many elements that make writing “good”.  It was making the intangible concrete.  

The Six Trait Writing Characters are a tool for teaching primary writers the traits of effective writing:  ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency and conventions.  The Six Trait Writing Characters make intangible concepts tangible by giving the traits names, characters and vocabulary.  
Danny Details represents the trait of ideas and content.  For young writers, this trait focuses on generating details on a topic.  Danny details focuses on what writing is all about.  He encourages writers to choose topics that they know and care about, and to add rich details that will be interesting to a reader. 


Ollie Order represents the trait of organization.  Ollie Order is interested in how the writing is put together.  She reminds writers to put their details in an order that makes sense.  She says writing must have a beginning, middle and end – a beginning that grabs the reader’s attention, a middle that is developed in logical order, and an ending that wraps the piece up neatly.


Willy Word Choice represents the trait of word choice.  Willy has a whale of a time with words.  He says that words tell stories and paint pictures in the reader’s mind.  That’s why Willy wants writers to carefully choose the words they use.  

Vicki Voice represents the trait of voice.  Vicki listens to what the writing says and how the writer says it.  She believes that the best writing sounds like a real writer speaking to a real reader. Vicki helps writers find topics that they care about and encourages them to try to make their readers care about the topic too.



Sammy Sounds Good represents the trait of sentence fluency.  Sammy says that good writing sounds smooth and rhythmical when you read it out loud.  He teaches writers to use different kinds of sentences, some long and some short.   He also shows writers how to put words together in ways that sound good.  

Connie CUPS represents the trait of conventions, the “nuts and bolts” of writing.  CUPS stands for Capitals, Usage, Punctuation, Spelling.  Connie CUPS reminds students to put capital letters on names and at the beginnings of sentences, to use the right words, to put periods and other punctuation at the ends of sentences, and to spell words as well as they can.  
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Danny Details says:





Choose a topic for writing that you care about and that your readers will be interested in.


Add lots of great details on your topic.








Danny uses words like:  


ideas, details, topic, elaborate











Ollie Order says:





Your writing should have a beginning, middle and end.


The beginning should grab the reader’s attention.


The ending should wrap the piece up neatly.


The details should be in an order that makes sense.





Ollie uses words like:


organization, lead, conclusion, plan, pre-writing,
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Vicki Voice says:





Does your writing talk to a reader?


Does your writing sound like a real person?


Did you try to make your reader get feelings from reading your writing?





Vicki Voice uses words like:


style, personality, emotions, reader











Willy Word Choice asks questions like:





Did you think about the words you used?


Did you use some WOW words?


Do your words paint pictures in the reader’s mind?





Willy Word Choice uses words like:


verbs, describing, techniques, vocabulary











Sammy Sounds Good Asks Questions like:





Does your writing sound smooth to read out loud?


Did you use some long sentences and some short sentences?


Did you think about how your words sound when you put them together?





Sammy Sounds Good uses words like:


fluency, rhythm, sentences, variety, structure











Connie CUPS asks questions like:





Do you have capital letters on names and at the beginning of sentences?


Did you use words that sound right?


Did you put the right punctuation at the end of sentences?


Did you spell the words as well as you could?


Do you have spaghetti spaces between the words and meatball spaces between the letters?


Does your printing look neat on the page?
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