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Reading                First Quarter Study Guide   (EQT) End Quarter Test
Comprehension

· Story Elements

· Plot----The pattern of events in the story.  The plot has the problem or conflict, rising action, a climax, and a resolution.

· rising action---the events that lead up to the most exciting part of the story

· climax---most exciting part of the story

· resolution---events that solve the problem
· Students must be able to identify each of the story elements.

In the story Frindle, Nick enters fifth grade.  He has to face Mrs. Granger.  She is the only Language Arts teacher.  Every fifth grader must enter her class. (problem or conflict) Nick tells that Mrs. Granger worships her dictionary.  She gives 35 words a week that must be defined and learned.  Plus she has a word of the day.  If a student fails to write it down and learn it, then they will have two words for the day for the rest of the week. Mrs. Granger sends a letter to parents requiring the students to have a good dictionary at home.  Nick’s parents love this and think Mrs. Granger is very informative.  Now Nick is a wise student.  And he is excellent at changing the subject of discussion at the end of class to avoid a homework assignment.  Mrs. Granger is a wise teacher.  (all of these events are in the rising action)

When Nick asks about how all of those words got put her dictionary the class hushes and listens.  (climax)

Mrs. Granger being the wise teacher she is asks the class if they would also like to know the answer to Nick’s question.  Of course they nod in agreement. Mrs. Granger assigns Nick the task of looking up the answer to his own question; of course, due the next day.  Mrs. Granger then gives the class their homework. (resolution—Nick gets caught in his own trap).

Informational Resources:

· dictionary---gives the meaning of the word, if the word can be used with different meaning, these are included.  The most used definition is printed first.

· The way you say the word or the pronunciation is printed in parenthesis.

· How the word is used is next.  n for noun, v=verb, adj.=adjective

adv.=adverb

· The word is usually used in a sample sentence.

· Synonyms and antonyms may be included

Text Format:  Gain information from the textbook.
· Social Studies, Science, Reading, and Language Arts textbook have informational sections in the front and the back of the book.

· Glossary—mini dictionary, only words used in the book (back of the book)
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Index---names and topics are listed in ABC order, a page number is included to show the reader which page the word is found.  They may be several pages listed.  (back of the book)

· Atlas---social studies text, a book of maps 

· References sources---lists where the information was taken from (back of the book)

· Table of Contents---the text is divided into stories or chapters, page numbers are included so the reader can locate the beginning of the story or chapter. (front of the book)

· Sidebars---located on the each page, important words are highlighted,

· Captions---statements written under a picture to inform the reader about what the picture is about.

· Diagrams---draw, usually in the sidebar to clarify a concept

· Titles and Subtitles---state what each section is about, usually includes the main idea of the column or section of the text.

· Read charts, tables and graphs and draw a conclusion.

Cause and Effect:

· Statements within the story that tell something happened (effect) why the event happened (cause).  Cause and effect relationships occur during the events of the story or information.  Cause and Effect may be in the rising action, climax, or resolutions of a story.
· Example: The teacher dropped the egg. (cause)  The smashed on the floor. (effect)

Theme:

· Many times the author wants you learn something from the text.  This would be the theme.

Sequence:

· The order the events happen in the selection.  Some events may be implicit.

Implicit and Explicit Meaning:
· Implicit ideas within the text are not written but the reader must infer the meaning.  “It’s chilly in here.”  This text does not say the window is open but the reader may infer that a window is open.

· Explicit ideas are written directly on the page.  “Shut the window. It’s chilly in here.”

*Good readers pause in their reading to make sure the meaning is clear.  They ask questions of themselves.  Did I understand the meaning of those words?  Good readers may reread the section to make sure that they have a clear understanding.

Main Idea:

· What the story, paragraph, section, text, is mostly about.  The meaning may be explicit, directly written on the page, or implicit; the reader must infer using clues to determine the main idea. Students must separate the main idea from a supporting detail.

Compare and Contrast:

· How are two or more items or topics alike? (compare)  What are the differences? (contrast)  Sometimes compare and contrast maybe implicit.

Inferences/Draw Conclusions:  These concepts are similar. 
· Read between the lines.  Use clues to make a judgment.

· Example:  A cool breeze is blowing rattling the leaves from the trees.  The leaves fall softly to the ground.  Red, yellow brown puffs pile up at the bottom of the tree. This is my favorite time of year.  (autumn)  The author never directly states it is the fall of the year.  Based on the clues and what I already know, autumn is beginning to show its face.

Generalization:

· A type of conclusion, the reader makes.  Based on information in the text, the reader makes a general statement.  

· Example:  Some dolphins are trained for military use because of their sonar capabilities. 

Summarize:

· Relate the story or text in short form.  Write or tell only the major details.

Who, What, When, Where  A summary is usually, a sentence or two.
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Determine genre’:

· Genre’ is the type of story or text being read. 

· Non-Fiction Biography---about someone written by someone else:  Autobiography---about someone written by that person, 

· fiction, make believe

· Historical Fiction—based on history, but is make believe

· Humorous Fiction—funny, make believe

· Realistic Fiction—make believe but could really happen

· Tall Tale—make believe—super characters acting in situations hard to believe
· Myth---make believe---created to explain an event usually in nature.

Preview and Predict:

· Look over the selection or story.  Based on the evidence in the preview, predict what the text may be about.

Word Strategies/Vocabulary:

· Synonyms---words that mean the same as the target word 
· example turbulent, rough

· Antonyms----words that mean the opposite of the target word

· possessives---words that show ownership, 
· examples:  his, hers, theirs, ours,  Cathy’s, 
· contractions

· affixes----
· prefixes---at the beginning of the word, it will change the meaning of the target word,  
· example: prepay, dislodge, disrespect,

Suffixes---at the end of the word, will change the meaning of the target word,

· example: care---careless,  assign---assignment
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Parent can turn the skills (boldfaced print) into questions for their student..

This is a work in progress.  I will add information when necessary.[image: image2.png]



