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2010-2011 CALENDAR

New Teacher Academy (time/location to be announced)
Pr i n c Mgetind isGentral Office

New Certified Staff Orientation/Enrollment 9:00 A.M. @ C.O.
New Support Staff Orientation/Enrollment 9:00 AM. @ C.O.
Teacher Institute

Teacher Workday

Professional Development Day

School Begins - Full Day 1% Term

Labor Day - No School

Progress Reports Go Home

1* Nine Weeks Exams

Fall Break i No School

1* Nine Weeks Report Cards Go Home

Election Day/Parenting Day - No School for students
Vet e rDmn-No6 School

Progress Reports Go Home

Thanksgiving Holiday - No School

2" Nine Weeks Exams/Semester Exams

Christmas Break

Teacher Workday i No School for Students
Professional Development Day i No School for Students
School Begins - Full Day 2™ Term

2" Nine Weeks Report Cards Go Home

King/Lee Holiday - No School

Progress Reports Go Home

PresidentséDay - No School
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Weather Make-up Day

3" Nine Weeks Report Cards Go Home

Spring Break - No School
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Last Day for Students

Teacher Workday

Graduation

GRADING PERIODS

August 97 October 8
October 131 December 17
January 57 March 11

March 147 May 25
TOTAL

PROGRESS REPORTS
September 8, 2010
November 12, 2010
February 4, 2011

April 20, 2011

REPORT CARDS
October 18, 2010
January 10, 2011
March 17, 2011

May 26, 2011

44 Days
43 Days
45 Days

48 Days
180 Days for Students

AHSGE TESTING
September 20-24, 2010
December 6-10, 2010
February 28 i March 4, 2011
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STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
Local Board Policy GAAA-R

No person shall be denied employment, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
subjected to discrimination in any program or activity, on the basis of sex, race, religion, belief, national origin,
ethnic group, or handicapping condition.

Name of Title VI Coordinator: Mike Owens

Name of Title IX Coordinator: Jan Tribble

Name of Section 504 Coordinator: Tara Bachus

Address: Limestone County Board of Education
300 South Jefferson Street
Athens, Alabama 35611

Telephone number(s): (256) 232-5353
Mike Owens i extension 252
Jan Tribble 7 extension 233

Tara Bachus i extension 239

E-mail address(es):

Mike Owens i mike.owens@Icsk12.org
Jan Tribble 1 jan.tribble@lcsk12.org

Tara Bachus 1 tara.bachus@Icsk12.org
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THE LIMESTONE COUNTY STUDENT HANDBOOK DOES NOT CONTAIN ALL OF THE
LIMESTONE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM POLICIES.

In an effort to communicate with students and parents of Limestone County Schools, the first student
handbook was adopted April 6, 1987. It has been revised periodically by the Limestone County Board of
Education.

Jurisdiction of the School Board

The Limestone County public school students are subject to the policies of the Limestone County Board of
Education and the rules and regulations of the individual schools, provided that such rules and regulations do
not conflict with the herein student code. Students are subject to those policies during the school day and
regular school activities, while on transportation furnished by the school system to and from school or related
activities, and at other activities where appropriate school personnel have jurisdictional control over the
student. Those include but are not limited to school-sponsored events, field trips, and athletic functions.

The application of control over the student by the Board extends to the school grounds, including the vicinity of
the school whenever the conduct of the student is deemed to have a detrimental effect on the health, safety,
and welfare of students, faculty, visitors, and school employees. However, threatening behavior is not
restricted to school property or school related events, nor is any violation so restricted, if the conduct
demonstrates the existence of a threat to discipline and good order on school property or at school sponsored
events. The local school principal shall exercise authority granted by the Board to implement proper control
over the students of said local school in accordance with policies of the school board. Administratively, the
local principal shall be under direct supervision of the Superintendent.

Vision

Limestone County School System, in partnership with our families and our communities, will strive to ensure
that each child reaches his or her full human potential to become a contributing citizen through an educational
system emphasi zing each chil dbés uni que abilities
educators, and the community accountable for achieving our expectations in a safe, nurturing environment.

MISSION

LEADING the way to educational excellence
In our
COMMITMENT to children
Providing a
SAFE nurturing environment for learning
Through
STAKEHOLDER support

School System Objectives

100% of our students will be successful in a career of their choice.

Each studentdéds achievement will be at
All children will accomplish their own goals.

All students move successfully to their next level.
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Roles and Responsibilities

In order for effective instruction to occur, there must be cooperative relationships among students, parents
and educators.

Parents or Guardians Should:

1) Provide the local school with Alabama immunization forms, birth certificate, social security card, proof
of residency and custody papers (guardianship for educational purposes must be renewed on a yearly
basis as mandated by state law and cannot be for the express purpose of changing school zones).

2) Ensure that their child attends school in the appropriate school zone.

3) Maintain regular communication with the school authories concer ni ng their chil
conduct and participate in parent/teacher conferences as necessary.

4) Ensure that their child is in daily attendance and promptly report and explain an absence or tardiness
to the school.

5) Provide their child with the resources needed to complete class work.

6) Encourage student completion of homework activities.

7) Provide conditions conducive to effective study activities at home.

8) Assist their child in being healthy, neat and clean.

9) Bring to the attention of school authorities any problem or condition which affects their child or other
children of the school.

10) Discuss report cards and work assignments with their child.

11) Maintain up-to-date home, work and emergency telephone numbers at the school, including doctor,
hospital preference, and emergency health care form.

Parents are responsible for notifying school per sot
information.

Students Should:

1) Attend all classes daily and be punctual in attendance.

2) Be prepared to come to class with appropriate working materials.

3) Be respectful to all individuals and property.

4) Refrain from profane or inflammatory statements.

5) Conduct themselves in a safe and responsible manner.

6) Be neat and clean.

7) Be responsible for their own work.

8) Abide by the rules and regulations of the school and each classroom teacher.
9) Seek changes in an orderly and recognized manner.

School Personnel Should:

1) Encourage the use of appropriate guidance procedures.

2) Maintain an atmosphere conducive to good behavior.

3) Exhibit an attitude of respect for students.

4) Plan a flexible curriculum to meet the needs of all students.

5) Promote effective training or discipline based upon fair and impartial treatment of all students.

6) Develop a good working relationship among staff and with students.

7) Encourage the school staff, parents or guardians, and students to use the services of community
agencies.

8) Promote regular parental communication with the school.

9) Encourage parent participation in affairs of the school.

10) Endeavor to involve the entire community in the improvement of the quality of life.



Handbook
The student must document receipt of the code of student conduct with his/her signature on the
acknowledgment form found in the handbook.

1)

2)

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
rules of conduct.

To be informed as to the specific grounds of
student conduct.

The Right to Learn

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)

1)

2)

Student Responsibilities Are:

To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding the
right to learn.

To take advantage of appropriate opportunities provided for learning.

To avoid hindering the teaching process.

To seek assistance if needed, to aid learning.

To obey rules regarding attendance, conduct, free speech, student publications, assembly, privacy,
and participation in school programs and activities.

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
free speech.

To express disagreement in a constructive manner taking into account the rights of others, consistent
with the established educational process.

Free Speech

1)

2)

1)

2)

Student Responsibilities Are:

To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding free
speech.

To be courteous of the views of others.

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
free speech.

To express disagreement in a constructive manner taking into account the rights of others, consistent
with the established educational process.

Student Publications

10

1)
2)
3)
4)
1)

2)

Student Responsibilities Are:

To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
student publications.

To communicate in a respectful manner consistent with good educational practices.

To seek accurate and complete information on the topics approved for publication.

To observe the accepted rules for responsible journalism under the guidance of faculty members.

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding student
publications.

To participate, as part of the educational process, in the development and/or distribution of student or
school publications consistent with that educational process.

t
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Assembly

1)

2)

1)

2)

Student Responsibilities Are:

To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies in regards to
assembly.

To seek approval, plan, and conduct meetings consistent with local board of education rules.

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
assembly.

To assemble in a lawful manner for a lawful purpose with prior approval by local school officials.

Participation in School Programs and Activities

1)

2)

1)
2)

3)

Student Responsibilities Are:

To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
school programs and activities.

To be courteous and responsible at all school programs and activities.

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of laws and local board of education and individual rules and policies regarding school
programs and activities.

To develop or participate in student programs and activities consistent with local board of education
and individual school policies.

To seek office in any student organization.

Respect for Person, Privacy, and Property

1)

2)
3)

4)

1)

2)

Student Responsibilities Are:

To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
respect for person, privacy, and property.

To respect the recognized privacy rights of others.

To attend school and related activities without bringing items prohibited by law or local board of
education policy or which detract from the educational process.

To respect the property rights of those at school and the general public.

Student Rights Are:

To be informed of laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
respect for person, privacy, and property.

To retain privacy of personal possessions on his/her person, in lockers, or in vehicles, unless school
personnel have reasonable suspicion to believe the student possesses any item which is prohibited by
law or local board of education policy.
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Alabama Laws Pertaining to Education

1) Each parent/guardian having control or custody of a child required to attend school who fails to require
the child to regularly attend school and compels the child to properly conduct himself/herself as a pupil
in accordance with the written policy on school behavior adopted by the local board of education, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor (may be fined up to $500 and may be sentenced to hard labor for up to 12
months).

ACT 94-782 Code ~ Alabama 1975. Section 16-28-12

2) The school principal shall notify appropriate law enforcement officials when a person violates local
board of education policies concerning drugs, alcohol, weapons, physical harm to a person or
threatened physical harm to a person. If any criminal charge is warranted, the principal is authorized
to sign an appropriate warrant. If that person is a student, the local school system shall immediately
suspend that person from attending regular classes and schedule a hearing within 5 school days.

If a person is found to have violated a local board of education policy concerning drugs, alcohol,
weapons, physical harm to a person or threatened physical harm to a person, the person may not be
readmitted to the public schools until criminal charges, if any, have been disposed of by appropriate
authorities, and the person has satisfied all other requirements imposed by the local board of
education as a condition for readmission.

ACT 94-784 Code ~ Alabama 1975. Section 16-1-24.1

3) Assault Aiwith intent t o cause s erdncecudoyep bf yaspubtica | i
educational institution during or as a result of the performance of his or her duty, he or she causes
physical injury to any persono is a Class C felon

ACT 94-794 Code ~Alabama 1975. Section 13A-6-21

4) No person shall knowingly with intent to do bodily harm carry or possess a deadly weapon on the
premises of a public school. Possession of a deadly weapon with the intent to do bodily harm on the
premises of a public school or school bus is a Class C felony.

ACT 94-817 Code ~ Alabama 1975 Section 13A-1I-72




Annual Notification of Rights i
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of
age("eligible students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records. These rights are:

1) The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day the School
receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit to the School principal [or
appropriate school official] a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The
School official will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time

and place where the records may be inspected.

2) The right to request the amendment of the student's education records that the parent or eligible
student believes are inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible students may ask the School to
amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write the School principal
[or appropriate official], clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is
inaccurate or misleading. If the School decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or
eligible student, the School will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and advise them of
their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information regarding the
hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a

hearing.

3) The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student's
education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. One
exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate
educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the School as an administrator,
supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement
unit personnel); a person serving on the School Board; a person or company with whom the School
has contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or
therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance
committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official has a
legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or
her professional responsibility. Upon request, the School discloses education records without consent

to officials of another school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll.

[NOTE: FERPA requires a school district to make a reasonable attempt to notify the parent or eligible
student of the records request unless it states in its annual notification that it intends to forward

records on request.]

4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the

School to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the Office that
administers FERPA are:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605
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Directory Information - The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), a Federal law, requires that Limestone County
Schools, with certain exceptions, obtain your written consent prior to the disclosure of personally identifiable
information from your child's education records. However, Limestone County Schools may disclose
appropriately designated "directory information" without written consent, unless you have advised the District
to the contrary in accordance with District procedures (form on page 65). The primary purpose of directory
information is to allow Limestone County Schools to include this type of information from your child's education
records in certain school publications. Examples include:

A playbill, showing your student's role in a drama production;

The annual yearbook;

Honor roll or other recognition lists;

Graduation programs; and

Sports activity sheets, such as for wrestling, showing weight and height of team members.

Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if
released, can also be disclosed to outside organizations without a parent's prior written consent. Outside
organizations include, but are not limited to, companies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks. In
addition, two federal laws require local educational agencies (LEAS) receiving assistance under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with
three directory information categories - names, addresses and telephone listings - unless parents have
advised (Lhe LEA that they do not want their student's information disclosed without their prior written
consent.

If you do not want Limestone County Schools to disclose directory information from your child's education
records without your prior written consent, you must notify the District in writing by August 11, 2010.
Limestone County Schools has designated the following information as directory information:

Student's name

Parent sdé name

Participation in officially recognized activities and sports
Address

Telephone listing

Weight and height of members of athletic teams
Awards and Honors

Grade level
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http://www.ed.gov/print/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/mndirectoryinfo.html#notes#notes

Survey Notification - The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

Notification: Parents must be notified at least annually at the beginning of the school year of their rights
under FERPA, including:

The right to consent to the administration of surveys funded in whole or in part by ED that contain
guestions from one or more of 8 protected areas.

The right to opt out of the administration of any sur vey, regar dfuddisg thad f
contains questions from one or more of 8 protected areas.

Eight Protected Areas include:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)
8)

political affiliations or badntiefs of the student
mental and psychological problems of the studentorthest udent 6s famil y;

sex behavior or attitudes;

illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships;

legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and
ministers;

religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of
income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for
receiving financial assistance under such program).

The notification must also advise parents of:

The right to opt their children out of activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information collected from students for the purpose of marketing or for selling that information, or
otherwise providing that information to others for that purpose.

Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening that is: 1) required as a condition of
attendance; 2) administered by the school and scheduled by the school in advance; and 3) not
necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student, or of other students.

Specific or approximate dates scheduled for these types of activities.

The right to inspect surveys and instructional materials.

15



ELEMENTARY
SECTION

Private party invitations such as birthday parties, etc. may not
be distributed at the local schools.

PLEASE REFER TO:
e General Information Section, pages 5-14
e Student Code of Conduct Section, pages 57-70
e  Child Nutrition Program, pages 71-75

PLEASE REFER TO BOARD POLICY SECTION (including but not limited to the list below)
e Policy JCDB-R Student Dress Code, page 59

Policy JCDA Weapons, page 61

Policy IHAF, Also JCDD Student Academic Honesty, page 61

Policy JDA Corporal Punishment, page 63

Policy KM Visitors to the School, page 80

Policy IFBG-B Technological Equipment i Student Acceptable Use, page 81

Policy JBCB-A, also GCRA-RA Medication Policy, page 84

THE FOLLOWING FORMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO HOMEROOM TEACHER:
e Student Handbook Acknowledgement Form, page 93
e Technology Permission Forms, page 95
e AlertNow Form, page 97
e Health Assessment Record, page 99

OPTIONAL FORMS TO BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO HOMEROOM TEACHER AS NEEDED:
e Corporal Punishment Opt Out Form, page 101
e School Medication Prescriber/Parent Authorization Form, page 103
e Directory Information Exception Form, page 105
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ATTENDANCE

Compulsory Attendance

Alabama attendance law states that every child between the ages of 7 and 17 years of age shall be required to
attend a school or be instructed by a competent tutor for the entire length of the school term in every scholastic
year. Acknowledging the importance of regular school attendance and to be in compliance with daily
attendance requirements of the Alabama State Board of Education, regular attendance shall be required.
Failure to do so will result in action by the legal system.

Amendment: Each child who enrolls in a public school, whether or not the child is required by law to enroll, is
subject to the school attendance and truancy laws of the state.

TRUANCY

POLICY JBE

Truancy is the habitual and unlawful absence from school. In accordance with Alabama School Law the
parent or legal guardian is responsible for requiring any student under his control or charge and under
seventeen (17) years of age to attend school regularly except for legal absences as defined by Alabama
School Law and State Board of Education rules and regulations. Provided a student under seventeen (17)
years of age becomes a truant, the parent or legal guardian of said student may be guilty of a misdemeanor
and subject to punishment by law.

Provided the parent or legal guardian files a written statement in court stating that he/she is unable to control
such student, the student may then be subject to action of the juvenile court.

TRUANCY DEFINITION

A parent, guardian, or other person having charge of any child officially enrolled in Alabama public schools (K-

12) shall explain in writing the cause of any and every absence of the child no later than three (3) school days
following return to school. A failure to furnish such explanation shall be evidence of the child being truant each

day he is absent. The child shall also be deemed truant for any absence determined by the principal to be
unexcused based upon the State Department of Educatio
unexcused absences within a school year constitute a student being truant for the purpose of filing a petition

with the Court. The Interagency Committee on Youth Truancy Task Force recommendations known as the

Early Warning Truancy Prevention Program timeline for reporting truancy shall define the truancy status of any
student as follows:

1) First truancy/unexcused absence (warning)
a. Parent/guardian shall be notified by the school principal or his/her designee that the
student was truant and the date of the truancy.
b. Parent/guardian shall also be provided with a copy o f Al abamads compul
attendance laws and advised of the penalties that can be applied and the procedures that
shall be followed in the event that other unexcused absences occur.

2) No earlier than the fifth unexcused absence (conference)

a. The parent, guardian, or person having control of the child shall (1) attend a conference
with the attendance officer and principal or his/her designee and/or (2) participate in the
early warning program provided by the juvenile court.

b. Attendance at one of these conferences shall be mandatory except where prior
arrangements have been made or an emergency exists.

c. Failure to appear at the school conference and/or to appear at the early warning program
shall result in the filing of a complaint/petition against the parent under Code of Alabama
(1975), 816-28-12(c) (failure to cooperate), or a truancy against the child, whichever is
appropriate.
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TRUANCY

POLICY JBE
CONTINUED

3) No earlier than seventh unexcused absence, but within ten (10) school days (court)
a. File complaint/petition against the child and/or parent/guardian, if appropriate.

4) Child under probation
a. The school attendance officer should be notified by the juvenile probation officer of all
children in the school system under probation supervision by the juvenile court as
consistent with state statute, Code of Alabama (1975), §12-15-100 and 105.
b. Where a child under probation is truant, the school attendance officer should immediately
notify the juvenile probation officer.

AEach child who i schoelshalbbe subjett td thre ateendanaetahditraancy provisions of this
article except that any parent or parents, guardian or guardians who voluntarily enrolls their child in public
school, who feels that it is in the best interest of that child shall have the right to withdraw the child at anytime
prior to the current compulsory attendance age. 0

It is the parentsd responsibility to ensure that stud

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Atada
ADOPTED: August1, 1974

LEGAL REF. Code of Alabam& 1628-16 Section 1(b)

AMENDED: April 2, 2007

AMENDED: April 5, 2010 (Emergency Passage)

Student Responsibilities Are:
1) To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
attendance.
2) To be punctual and regular in attendance.
3) To promptly request and complete make-up assignments for excused absences or tardies.
4) To attend school in the appropriate school zone. The parent/guardian may be required to produce
proof of residence such as a current utility bill in order to attend a particular school.

Student Rights Are:

1) To be informed of local board of education and individual rules and policies regarding school
attendance including policies and rules regarding absences, tardies, truancies and related programs,
checkouts, make-up work, and school-sponsored activities to be

2) To be provided with make-up assignments for excused absences or tardies.

Students who choose not to participate in school-sponsored field trips and other activities will still be required

both to attend school during the event and to complete assignments determined by the teachers and
principals.
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ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

POLICY JBD

Excused Absences
All student absences shall be designated as either excused or unexcused. A student shall be excused for
absence from school for the following reasons:

1) lliness of the student - limit of ten days per yearingradesK-6 accepted without
2) Medical or dental appointment i documentation from the doctor required.
3) Death in the immediate family.

The immediate family is defined as husband, wife, father, mother, son, daughter, brother,
sister, father-in-law, mother-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, nephew, niece, grandfather,
grandmother, uncle, and aunt.

4) Quarantine by order of the Limestone County Health Department.

5) Religious holidays (prior written approval by principal required).

6) Court summons.

7) Demands which in the opinion of the principal merit absence with prior approval.

8) Absences which have an educational value as great as that received during an equal amount of

time in school are at the sole discretion of the principal. The decision will be made on individual
circumstances (prior written approval by principal required).

Every parent or guardian having control or charge of any student attending school shall explain in
writing, within 3 days after absence, the cause of any absences of the child under his control or charge
which was without permission of the principal or the absence will be considered unexcused.

Unexcused Absences (Truant)

Absences (including suspensions) for reasons other than those designed above shall be considered as
unexcused. The student (truant) whose absence is unexcused is not entitled to make up the graded work
missed. If a daily or test grade is recorded on the day of absence, the student whose absence is unexcused
receives a zero for a grade. If no grade is recorded for other students, no grade will be recorded for the
student who is absent. A student who is suspended from school for disciplinary reasons for any number of
days will have that number of days charged against the total number of absences allowed.

Make-Up Work

If a student is absent for any excused reason as defined above, the student shall be allowed to make up work
missed during said absence or absences. It shall be the responsibility of the student to contact the
teacher or teachers to arrange for all make-up work. Students will make up missed work within 3
school days with no prior knowledge of assignments. In extended illnesses, additional time will be given.
The work shall be made up at a time when no additional loss in instructional time is incurred.

Alternative School/In-School Suspension

The alternative school and in-school suspension are extensions of the regular classroom and those students
assigned are to be counted present in the official Attendance Register and the individual class roll as though
he/she/they are in attendance in the regular classroom/s.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Atherlapbama
ADOPTED: February 27, 1987
AMENDED: December 4, 2006

School Participation Absences

Students who are away from school because of participation in school sponsored activities shall be marked
present and allowed to make up school work missed. Permission of the principal shall be obtained by the
student who is participating in school sponsored extra-curricular activities which requires the student to be
away from school any given day.
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Perfect Attendance Awards

Perfect Attendance Certificates shall be awarded to students on the basis of attendance at school each and
every day that school is in session; the school day is to consist of the time beginning with the opening of the
school day and continuing until the close of school that day.

The time for the beginning of school, the closing of the school day, and the length of the school day shall be
determined by the Limestone County Board of Education.

It is the intention of the Limestone County Board of Education that each student in the Limestone County
School System who is prompt and regular in attendance for all the days of school required by law, and for
each and every period of each school day, be awarded a Perfect Attendance Certificate in recognition of this
notable achievement. No child shall be denied such certificate because of being tardy or absent due to the
late arrival of the school bus, or upon attendance of a school-sponsored event with the prior permission of the
principal, and/or being exempted from a class by the school principal.

Tardiness
A student shall be seated at his/her assigned station for work at the time appointed for the school day or class
to begin or be recorded as tardy for the day of class. Chronic tardiness is a Class | Disciplinary Violation.

ABSENCE FOR THE REASON OF HEAD LICE

POLICY JBD-R

Once the Health Officer/Principal has identified and followed procedure in sending the child home, (when head
lice are found), it is required that all nits (louse eggs) beremovedpr i or to return to schoo
1) A student should be counted present for the day the lice are found and the student is sent home. Any
absences from class or from subjects for the remainder of that day should be excused.
2) A parent/guardian and student conference is required with the principal prior to the student returning to
school.
3) Students will be allotted three excused absences due to head lice (excluding the identification day) per
term.
4) Any further absences due to head lice will be unexcused with the exception of the identification day.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, AL
ADOPTED: December 2, 1996

AMENDED: May 5, 2003 (Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: June 2, 2003 (Formal Passage)

While physicians may be helpful in assisting parents with the removal of head lice, school officials will make
the final decision regarding whether or not a child may return to school.
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ELEMENTARY ACADEMIC POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES

Textbooks

At the time of textbook distribution to the student, each student is assigned numbered textbooks by their
respective teachers. The care of a textbook is the responsibility of the student to whom it is assigned and
each student shall inscribe his name inside the front cover of the textbook so that the book may be identified in
the event of misplacement.

All textbooks furnished free of charge to pupils shall remain the property of the State or the Limestone County
School System, as the case may be, and when distributed to the student, shall be retained for normal use only
during the period that the student is engaged in a course of study for which the textbook is selected. At the
completion of each course of study or otherwise at the instruction of the principal or teacher in charge, the
textbook shall be returned as directed.

fCode of Alabama, 1075 816-36-69(c)i n r el evant part, provides that #Af[i]
custody of the child to whom the textbook was issued fails to pay the assessed damages within 30 days after
notification, the student shall not be entitled to further use of the textbooks until remittance of the amount of

| oss or damage Hhrexthooksevdl not be éssued.urtil reimbursement is made for the lost book.

For loss or damage, the pupil will be assessed a variable of; 1) Full price if new when issued. 2) Seventy-five
percent of full price for books that had already been used two years before the current issuance. 3) Fifty
percent for books that had already been used three years or more before the current issuance.

Elementary Academic Emphasis

Elementary academics build the foundation for continued academic success. Research indicates that reading

achievement is a determining factor for success in all subject areas. In an effort to help each student reach his
or her potential, grades K1 3 place an emphasis on reading. In addition, the intermediate grades increase the
emphasis for each individual subject area in preparation for high school academics. Each year students begin
to assume a higher level of responsibility for their own work.

Accelerated Reader

The purpose of Accelerated Reader is to build a culture of reading throughout the school. The purpose is not
to provide reading instruction or to use for assigning grades. Rather, it is to encourage and promote reading
by using a point system tied to individual goals. Points received are designed only to be used for motivational
purposes. Accelerated Reader seeks to motivate students to read by allowing them to independently choose
books to read in an effort to increase their personal reading time. For that reason, Limestone County Schools
will not use Accelerated Reader for assigning grades.

Accelerated Math

The purpose of Accelerated Math is to create excitement for math and make the practice component of the

math curriculum more effective and support the existing instructional materials and textbooks. It creates
individualized practice assignments at each schskilisnt 6s
mastered. Assessment components and reports may be used for diagnostic purposes to determine how the

student is progressing giving immediate feedback to the student and the teacher. For that reason, Limestone

County Schools will not use Accelerated Math for assigning grades.
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Honor Roll Requirements

Limestone County Schools will adhere to the following guidelines for honor roll eligibility in grades 1-6 in all
numerically graded subject areas:

1) The AAO0 honor rabilAé6swi.l | consist of

2) Thei B0 honor r olalfi Aisld acnodn sfiBséts oo.f

The following areas will be given a letter grade as stated, but not included in the academic honor roll:
1) In grades K-3, P.E. will be given letter grade of S, N, or U.
2) In grade 3, science and social studies will be given a letter grade of S, N, or U
3) Art and Music will be given a letter grade of S, N, or U

Report Cards

The evaluation of a studentés achievement is an impor
school system as a whole. The grading system for the Limestone County Schools is divided into two nine-

week grading periods for each course of study per term. Each parent will receive a progress report in grades

K - 6 from each teacher per course at the end of the fourth week during each nine-week grading period.
Grades for each nine-week period are structured as follows:

90-100 A Excellent 8071 100 S Satisfactory
80-89 B Good 6571 79 N Needs to Improve
70-79 C Average 641 below U Unsatisfactory
65-69 D Poor/Unsatisfactory
0-64 F Failure

I Incomplete

e Handwriting will be given a code of S, N or U.
e Grade 3 Science and Social Studies will be given a code of S, N, or U.
o Artand music will be given a letter grade of S, N, or U.

An incomplete grade is given only in those cases where illness or any other excused absence has kept a
student from completing the required course of study and assignments for a given course. In the event that a
student fails to complete the necessary make-up work within four weeks in any course where an incomplete is
received, the grade will be computed as is. Report cards will be distributed no later than four school days after
the completion of each nine-week grading period. Each teacher must record a minimum of one (1) evaluation
per week during the nine-week period. Each evaluation must be independent of any other evaluation
previously given. Grades and permanent record folders are confidential. Only authorized personnel are
allowed access.

Kindergarten Readiness

While there is no perfect formula that determines when children are truly ready for kindergarten, the list below
includes but is not limited to, skills that should be addressed prior to kindergarten.
Prior to entering Kindergarten:
e Students should know how to manage bathroom needs independently.
Students should have experienced taking turns and sharing with others.
Students should demonstrate age-appropriate self control.
Students should have age-appropriate experiences using scissors and writing instruments.
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Promotion Requirements

Determination of promotion for grades K-6 is at the discretion of the school, following the criteria
listed in the student handbook and the Alabama Course of Study. The following guidelines in addition
to the grade level specific guidelines should be considered for determination of promotion.

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)

Would the child benefit from repeating? Decisions should be discussed by all who come in contact
with the child, but final consideration should rest with the classroom teacher and principal.

Do the grades indicate that the child is faild.@
grade level or in compliance with his/her IEP, LEP and/or 504 Plan.

Has every remediation attempt been made and documented?

Is there documentaton t hat the parents have been informed

Has the student has been referred to the Building Based Student Support Team (BBSST)?
Has the student been referred or tested for special education services?

Kindergarten

Academic and emotional/social development need to be given equal consideration in determining the
placement of a kindergarten student. A child should be able to function independently, successfully, and
confidently in the school setting.

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)
6)
7

8)
9)

Recognize upper and lower case letters out of sequence verbally using the three-second rule.

Write upper and lowercase letters independently attending to form and special alignment.

Read the beginning letter sounds using the three-second rule.

Read basic 8 color words: red green yellow blue orange purple brown black using the three-
second rule.

Read simple one-syllable and high frequency words as listed in the Scot Foresman Reading Textbook
using the three-second rule.

Independent Reading: Students must complete the appropriate units of the Scot Foresman Reading
Textbook.

Identify colors and shapes.

Recognize numbers 0-20 verbally using the three-second rule.

Group objects in sets up to 20 and match numerals to set.

10) Count by rote to 50.
11) Identify a penny, nickel, dime, quarter.

First Grade

Be able to comprehend and use vocabulary in all subjects correctly.

Independent Reading: Student must successfully read and comprehend at an early fluency level with
automaticity and accuracy completing appropriate Scot Foresman units.

Independently master addition facts to 10 and subtraction facts to 10 without regrouping.

Read Frye Phrases containing sight words using the three-second rule.

Count tos10D6dby B®s and 1006s independentl!l y.
Recogni ze count i nbgs paantdt elrOndss oifn d2ebpse,ndsent | y .

Know ordinal numbers first through tenth.

Be able to write a simple paragraph of at least 3 related sentences, independently
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Second Grade

Be able to comprehend and use vocabulary in all subjects correctly.

Independent Reading: Student must successfully read and comprehend with fluency completing
appropriate Scot Foresman units.

Know addition and subtraction facts to 20.

Read, write, count and order numbers through 1,000.

Identify value of a digit in ones, tens, and hundreds place

Tell time to the minute.

Master matching coins to monetary value.

Identify monetary value of a set of like coins including dimes, nickels, pennies, and quarters.

Be able to perform addition and subtraction with regrouping up to 3 digits.

10) Be able to write a simple narrative and descriptive paragraph using appropriate expression of

language, capitalization and punctuation.

11) Write numbers and letters legibly, using formation and spacing correctly.

Third Grade

Many new concepts are taught at this level and must be considered when determining promotion.

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)

Independent Reading: Student must successfully read and comprehend with fluency completing
appropriate Scot Foresman units.

Be capable of doing addition and subtraction problems with regrouping with four digits and multi-
plication and division skills through nines.

Mentally know multiplication and division facts through nines.

Tell time to the minute.

Make change up to one dollar.

Be able to write narrative and descriptive paragraphs using appropriate expression of language,
principles of grammar and usage, and mechanics application.

Grades Four and Five

Each child must pass four of the six units which must include language, mathematics and reading. Language
should include satisfactory performance in writing narrative, descriptive, and expository essays. Other courses
to be considered for promotion are spelling, science, social studies, physical education.

Grade Six

Each child must pass 6 units which must include English, literature/reading, mathematics, science, and social

studies.
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Library Regulations

Anybooks | ost, damaged, or abused shall be replaced
No additional library materials may be checked out until reimbursement is made for the lost materials.

Counseling Program

School counselors function in a manner consistent with the educational philosophy and mission of the school
system and the school. As a member of the educational team, each counselor has special responsibilities for
helping all students meet their needs. School counselors should provide a comprehensive counseling and
guidance program for students; consult and collaborate with teachers, parents, and staff to enhance their
effectiveness in helping students; and follow the Minimum Standard for Comprehensive School Counseling
and Guidance Programs in Alabama. Parent signature on the handbook acknowledgment form grants
permission for counselors to provide services to students as accorded by guidelines set forth by the State of
Alabama.

Building-Based Student Support Team (BBSST)

The Building-Based Student Support Team (BBSST) is a mandatory, best practice, problem-solving team
implemented at the local school level. Team members discuss issues related to specific needs of teachers
and students and offer teachers assistance in resolving problems. The team is composed of regular education
teachers, administrators, counselors and other individuals as needed, including special education teachers.
Through collaboration, educators are given the opportunity to address concerns and find solutions with greater
perspective. Parents can request additional information and training through the local school principal.

Teacher-Parent Conferences

A parent mu st contact the ©principal 6s -pafefiticonferencef Allt
parents are encouraged, when questions arise regarding instruction of their child, to schedule a conference
with the studentds teacher. The conference must
parent and approved by the principal. Parent/teacher conferences will be held on Tuesday, November 2,
2010.

STl Home

Limestone County Schools provide STI Home as a communication instrument to parents. This program
allows parents/guardians tologi n t o vi ew t hes$, assighinantd, emates dram the rteacther, and
attendance. Each student has a unique ID number and PIN number. This information may be picked up by
the parent/guardian at the local school. Student ID numbers remain the same year to year, but PIN numbers
will be reassigned each school year for security purposes. Go to https://home.sti-k12.com to view the STI
Home website.

Homebound Services

A student is placed in the Homebound Program when a doctor determines that the student must miss
school for six (6) weeks or more in grades 17 6 due to illness or other medical complications. All requests for
homebound services must be made to the Assistant
Placement in the Homebound Program is also made for students between the ages of seven (7) and sixteen
(16) who have been expelled from school.
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Limited English Proficiency

Public schools must comply with their obligation under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to provide
alternative language programs and/or services necessary to ensure that National Origin Minority (NOM)
students with | imited English proficiency have meani
Law school systems are prohibited from discriminating against a student on the basis of natural origin.

Home School/Private School (non-accredited) Transfer Students

All home schooled/private schooled (non-accredited) students in grades K-6 who are transferring into the
Limestone County School System must provide official transcripts and available standardized test scores. |If
after a review of the official transcripts and available standardized test scores, the grade level placement
cannot be determined by the local school, the student must take the appropriate placement tests at a
designated location.

GIFTED EDUCATION

POLICY IHF-2

Gifted students are those who perform at high levels in academic or creative fields when compared to others
of their age, experience, or environment. These students require services not ordinarily provided by the
regular school program. Students possessing these abilities can be found in all populations, across all
economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor.

A student may be referred by teachers, counselors, administrators, parents or guardians, peers, self, or any
ot her individuals with knowledge of the studentds at
observed as potential gifted referrals using a gifted behavior checklist.

For each student referred, information is gathered in the following three areas:
1) Aptitude: Assessed through an individual or group test of intelligence or creativity.
2) Characteristics: A behavior rating scale designed to assess gifted behaviors is completed by a
classroom teacher.
3) Performance: At least three indicators of performance at a gifted level such as achievement test
scores, grades, products, work samples, and/or portfolios.
The scores from the assessments/items used are entered on a matrix where points are assigned if the student
qualifies for gifted services.

Accommodations in the regular classroom must be provided for the times that gifted students are in pull-out
classes. The accommodations form must be completed if the following accommodations are not made:
1) Student will not be required to make up missed class work,
2) If new material is introduced, student will be instructed by peer or teacher in a small group or one-on-
one setting,
3) If tests are administered, student will take the test when he/she returns to the classroom or at a
mutually agreed upon time.

For more information contact Special Education Director, Limestone County Schools Central Office, 232-5353.

SOURCE: Limestone County Schools, Athens, Alabama 35611
LEGAL REF: Alabama Administrative Code, 2939-.13

ADOPTED: February 6, 2006 (Emergency passage)

ADOPTED: April 3, 2006 (Formal passage)
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Transportation

The Limestone County Board of Education provides transportation for every student in the school system.
Transportation is also provided for children with special needs. Each student transported by the county must
comply with all rules and regulations. The rules are as follows:

1) Observe classroom conduct.

2) Be courteous.

3) Do not use profane language.

4) Keep the bus clean.

5) Cooperate with the driver.

6) Do not use tobacco products of any kind.

7) Do not damage bus or equipment.

8) Stay seated.*

9) Keep head, feet, and hands inside the bus.
10) Do not fight, push, or shove.

11) Do not tamper with bus equipment.

12) Do not bring pets onto the bus.

13) Do not bring flammable materials onto the bus.
14)No food or drink will be permitted on the bus.

*The bus drivers are authorized to assign seats.
Failure to follow the bus rules will result in disciplinary action.

Bicycles i

Bicycles may be ridden to schools within the system. The responsibility for securing bicycles is left to the rider.
Improper use of bicycles, such as riding in bus loading areas, or in areas reserved exclusively for pedestrian
traffic, constitutes grounds for the loss of bicycle privileges at any school within the system.

MEDICATION

PoLicy JGCB-A, ALso GCRA-RA
PAGE 84

Since medical treatment is the responsibility of the parent and the family physician, no medication will be given

by school personnel except in extreme cases. Proper
of fice. A required form can be piAtl meditatiorppmuattbe deliveredl o ¢ a
to the school by the parent or guardian in the original package or prescription bottle, and all
prescriptions must be current.

The required form is included at the back of this handbook.

Annual Screenings and Programs

The School Nurse provides several opportunities through out the school year to educate, screen, and evaluate
students in Limestone County Schools. These programs include, but are not limited to, control of
communicable diseases, hand washing, vision, hearing, and health and hygiene classes. The A Al way
Changing Progra mo™ grade. Pcoliesis sareerend is pravided for grades five through nine as
required by state law. (Section 16-29-1, Code of Alabama 1975)
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Important Information on Meningococcal Disease and Vaccine

What is meningococcal disease?
Meningococcal disease is a serious illness, caused by bacteria. It is the leading cause of bacterial meningitis
in children 2-18 years old in the United States.

How do you catch the disease?

The bacteria that cause meningococcal disease are very common. The disease is most common in children

and people with certain medical conditions that affect their immune system. College freshman living in
dormitories also have increased risk of getting the disease. The disease is spread through exchange of
respiratory droplets or saliva with an infected person including kissing, coughing, sneezing, and sharing
drinking glasses and eating utensils. In a few peopl
pass through the lining of the nose and throat into the blood stream where it causes meningitis. Meningitis is a

term that describes inflammation of the tissues surrounding the brain and spinal cord.

What are the symptoms of the disease?
Fever

Headache

Stiff neck

Red rash

Drowsiness

Nausea and vomiting

Meningococcal vaccine: Who should get the vaccine and when?

MCV4, or the meningococcal vaccine, is recommended for all children 11-12 years of age and for
unvaccinated adolescents at high school entry (15 years of age). High school seniors should also consider
obtaining the vaccine prior to entering college, especially if they are planning living in a dormitory. Please
consult your physician or local health department for more information.

For more information on this and other vaccine recommendations go to: www.adph.org/immunization
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10.

11.

Additional General Information

Telephone 8 The office telephones at each school within the System are not for student use except
in emergency situations as determined by the principal.

Emergency Drills 1
a. Fire drills shall be conducted by each school under the supervision of the principal once a
month during the school year. Board Policy File: JGFA
b. Tornado drills shall be conducted at each school under the supervision of the principal once a
month during the school year. Board Policy File: JGFAA

School Insurance 8 School medical insurance for students will be available to all students on a
voluntary basis.
Information regarding such insurance will be distributed at the beginning of each school year
and those parents who elect to secure such insurance are encouraged to read their policy
carefully.

School Closings 8 In case of severe weather or other natural emergencies, official announcements
regarding school closings may be heard over local radio and television stations. Parents are
encouraged to tune in to applicable stations when such occasions warrant. In the case of early
dismissals, busses will run routes. Board Policy: AFC

AlertNow Notification System i Limestone County Schools provide the AlertNow Notification
System as a communication instrument to parents. This system is utilized for emergency natifications,
district wide announcements and local school announcements. The system will call up to 5 numbers
per student.

Class Parties i Parties conducted by the classroom teacher in elementary school classes throughout
the system (K-6) may be conducted during the last hour of the school day on Christmas and on two
other occasions to be determined by the school.

Early Arrival 8 The Board and its employees are not responsible for the health and safety of
students who arrive at the school grounds prior to the established time for the opening of school on
any given school day.

Severe Weather i Should severe weather, such as an ice storm or flood occur or should there be a
threat of severe weather, school may be released early.

Fire 1 Should a fire occur affecting a school, children could be temporarily evacuated from the school
building or school may be released early.

Hazardous Materials i Should a hazardous materials accident occur affecting a school, children
could be temporarily evacuated from the school building or school may be released early.

Gift Deliveries T Schools do not accept deliveries of flowers, balloons, or other gifts for students.
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Limestone County Schools
RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

I. PURPOSE

There are four Limestone County schools located within the 10-mile Emergency
Planning Zone (EPZ) of Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant. Those schools are Blue Springs
Elementary School, Clements High School, Tanner High School and the Career Technical
School. In the event of a radiological emergency at the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant, the
following procedures will be followed by the Superintendent of Education and the
administrations of each school.

. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS
A. ALERT

The Director of Transportation will be notified of an "ALERT" and will notify the
Superintendent of the situation.

All school bus drivers will be notified to report to their respective schools and will remain on
standby.

The Director of Transportation will be kept abreast of the situation and will be notified of any
changes in the situation.

B. SITE AREA EMERGENCY
Upon notification from EMA of a "SITE AREA EMERGENCY", the Director of
Transportation will report to the EOC.

The administrations of the affected schools will be notified to activate emergency procedures and
follow the Emergency Action Plan as directed by the Superintendent.

EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN

Should activation of this plan be necessary, the Limestone County Superintendent of Education or
his designee will disseminate emergency information to all schools. This information should be given
immediately to the Principal or Assistant Principal. In the event of an accident at the Browns Ferry
Nuclear Plant, the Limestone County School Superintendent will order school administrations to
take one of the following actions:

A. PRECAUTIONARY RELOCATION

School buses should be in place prior to the execution of this plan, however, if school buses are
not in place, all bus drivers will report immediately to their designated schools. The following lists
actions to be taken at each school:

1. BLUE SPRINGS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Buses will take all students to West Limestone High School. Students will remain there until parents
pick them up.

2. CLEMENTS HIGH SCHOOL

Buses will take all students to West Limestone High School. Students will remain there until parents
pick them up.

30



EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN Continued

3. TANNER HIGH SCHOOL
Buses will take all students to Creekside Elementary School. Students will remain there until parents
pick them up.

4. CAREER TECHNICAL SCHOOL

Clements students will be taken to West Limestone High School and Tanner students will be
taken to Creekside Elementary School.

Students will remain there until parents pick them up.

5. OWENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
All students will remain at the school until parents can pick them up.

6. WEST LIMESTONE HIGH SCHOOL
All students will be transported home with the exception of those living in Lentzville, Elk Estates
and Temperance Oak. Those students will remain at West Limestone.

7. STUDENTS WHO ATTEND THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS will be released and
transported home by bus or may leave in their personal vehicle.
a. ARDMORE HIGH SCHOOL

CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CREEKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
EAST LIMESTONE HIGH SCHOOL
ELKMONT HIGH SCHOOL

JOHNSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PINEY CHAPEL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

-~ o 2 o0 T

Q

NOTES:
1) If immediate evacuation is necessary, school staff may drive buses.

2) During an evacuation, all buses will be escorted by law enforcement officers.

B. SHELTER IN PLACE

Shelter In Place may be used as a primary or temporary protective action, depending upon the
characteristics of the accident and the status of weather and road conditions. Should the order be
given for Shelter In Place, the principal will assure that all students and faculty remain inside the
facility. All doors, windows and outside air intakes should be closed. This order should remain in
effect until the principal is given other instructions. (Shelter In Place is preferred if evacuation will
result in transporting students through an area that may be contaminated.)
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ATTENDANCE

Compulsory Attendance

Alabama attendance law states that every child between the ages of 7 and 17 years of age shall be required to
attend a school or be instructed by a competent tutor for the entire length of the school term in every scholastic
year. Acknowledging the importance of regular school attendance and to be in compliance with daily
attendance requirements of the Alabama State Board of Education, regular attendance shall be required.
Failure to do so will result in action by the legal system.

Amendment; Each child who enrolls in a public school, whether or not the child is required by law to enroll, is
subject to the school attendance and truancy laws of the state.

TRUANCY

POLICY JBE

Truancy is the habitual and unlawful absence from school. In accordance with Alabama School Law the
parent or legal guardian is responsible for requiring any student under his control or charge and under
seventeen (17) years of age to attend school regularly except for legal absences as defined by Alabama
School Law and State Board of Education rules and regulations. Provided a student under seventeen (17)
years of age becomes a truant, the parent or legal guardian of said student may be guilty of a misdemeanor
and subject to punishment by law.

Provided the parent or legal guardian files a written statement in court stating that he/she is unable to control
such student, the student may then be subject to action of the juvenile court.

TRUANCY DEFINITION

A parent, guardian, or other person having charge of any child officially enrolled in Alabama public schools (K-

12) shall explain in writing the cause of any and every absence of the child no later than three (3) school days
following return to school. A failure to furnish such explanation shall be evidence of the child being truant each

day he is absent. The child shall also be deemed truant for any absence determined by the principal to be
unexcused based upon the St at e Sbheq Atendanee Manuab fSevend uc at i o
unexcused absences within a school year constitute a student being truant for the purpose of filing a petition

with the Court. The Interagency Committee on Youth Truancy Task Force recommendations known as the

Early Warning Truancy Prevention Program timeline for reporting truancy shall define the truancy status of any
student as follows:

1) First truancy/unexcused absence (warning)
a. Parent/guardian shall be notified by the school principal or his/her designee that the
student was truant and the date of the truancy.
b. Parent/ guardian shal/l also be provided witt
attendance laws and advised of the penalties that can be applied and the procedures that
shall be followed in the event that other unexcused absences occur.

2) No earlier than the fifth unexcused absence (conference)

a. The parent, guardian, or person having control of the child shall (1) attend a conference
with the attendance officer and principal or his/her designee and/or (2) participate in the
early warning program provided by the juvenile court.

b. Attendance at one of these conferences shall be mandatory except where prior
arrangements have been made or an emergency exists.

c. Failure to appear at the school conference and/or to appear at the early warning program
shall result in the filing of a complaint/petition against the parent under Code of Alabama
(1975), 816-28-12(c) (failure to cooperate), or a truancy against the child, whichever is
appropriate.
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TRUANCY

POLICY JBE
CONTINUED

3) No earlier than seventh unexcused absence, but within ten (10) school days (court)
a. File complaint/petition against the child and/or parent/guardian, if appropriate.

4) Child under probation
a. The school attendance officer should be notified by the juvenile probation officer of all
children in the school system under probation supervision by the juvenile court as
consistent with state statute, Code of Alabama (1975), §12-15-100 and 105.
b. Where a child under probation is truant, the school attendance officer should immediately
notify the juvenile probation officer.

AEach child who is enrolled in a public school shall/l
article except that any parent or parents, guardian or guardians who voluntarily enrolls their child in public

school, who feels that it is in the best interest of that child shall have the right to withdraw the child at anytime
prior to the current compulsory attendance age. 0

I't is the parentsd responsi biooliagrgguiredbylammnsur e t hat st ud

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: August1, 1974

LEGAL REF. Code of Alabam& 1628-16 Section 1(b)

AMENDED: April 2, 2007

AMENDED: April 5, 2010 (Emergency Passage)

Student Responsibilities Are:
1) To abide by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and policies regarding
attendance.
2) To be punctual and regular in attendance.
3) To promptly request and complete make-up assignments for excused absences or tardies.
4) To attend school in the appropriate school zone. The parent/guardian may be required to produce
proof of residence such as a current utility bill in order to attend a particular school.

Student Rights Are:

1) To be informed of local board of education and individual rules and policies regarding school
attendance including policies and rules regarding absences, tardies, truancies and related programs,
checkouts, make-up work, and school-sponsored activities.

2) To be provided with make-up assignments for excused absences or tardies.

Students who choose not to participate in school-sponsored field trips and other activities will still be required

both to attend school during the event and to complete assignments determined by the teachers and
principals.
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ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

POLICY JBD

Excused Absences
All student absences shall be designated as either excused or unexcused. A student shall be excused for
absence from school for the following reasons:
1) lliness of the student
a. Limitoftendays peryearingrades7-8 accepted without doctords e
b. Limit of five days per semesteringrades9-12 accepted without doctor ¢
2) Medical or dental appointment i documentation from the doctor required.
3) Death in the immediate family.
The immediate family is defined as husband, wife, father, mother, son, daughter, brother,
sister, father-in-law, mother- in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, nephew, niece, grandfather,
grandmother, uncle, and aunt.
4) Quarantine by order of the Limestone County Health Department.
5) Religious holidays (prior written approval by principal required).
6) Court summons.
7) Demands which in the opinion of the principal merit absence with prior approval.
8) Absences which have an educational value as great as that received during an equal amount of time in
school are at the sole discretion of the principal. The decision will be made on individual circumstances
(prior written approval by principal required).

Every parent or guardian having control or charge of any student attending school shall explain in
writing, within 3 days after absence, the cause of any absences of the child under his control or charge
which was without permission of the principal or the absence will be considered unexcused.

Unexcused Absences

Absences (including suspensions) for reasons other than those designed above shall be considered as
unexcused. The student (truant) whose absence is unexcused is not entitled to make up the graded work
missed. If a daily or test grade is recorded on the day of absence, the student whose absence is unexcused
receives a zero for a grade. If no grade is recorded for other students, no grade will be recorded for the
student who is absent. A student who is suspended from school for disciplinary reasons for any number of
days will have that number of days charged against the total number of absences allowed.

Make-Up Work

If a student is absent for any excused reason as defined above, the student shall be allowed to make up work
missed during said absence or absences. It shall be the responsibility of the student to contact the
teacher or teachers to arrange for all make-up work. Students will make up missed work within 3 school
days with no prior knowledge of assignments. In extended illnesses, additional time will be given. The work
shall be made up at a time when no additional loss in instructional time is incurred.

Alternative School/In-School Suspension
The alternative school and in-school suspension are extensions of the regular classroom and those students
assigned are to be counted present in the official Attendance Register and the individual class roll as though
he/she are in attendance in the regular classroom/s.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: February 27, 1987
AMENDED: December 4, 2006

School Participation Absences

Students who are away from school because of participation in school sponsored activities shall be marked
present and allowed to make up school work missed. Permission of the principal shall be obtained by the
student who is participating in school sponsored extra-curricular activities which requires the student to be
away from school any given day.
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Perfect Attendance Awards

Perfect Attendance Certificates shall be awarded to students on the basis of attendance at school each and
every day that school is in session; the school day is to consist of the time beginning with the opening of the
school day and continuing until the close of school that day. The time for the beginning of school, the closing
of the school day, and the length of the school day shall be determined by the Limestone County Board of
Education.

It is the intention of the Limestone County Board of Education that each student in the Limestone County
School System who is prompt and regular in attendance for all the days of school required by law, and for
each and every period of each school day, be awarded a Perfect Attendance Certificate in recognition of this
notable achievement. No child shall be denied such certificate because of being tardy or absent due to the
late arrival of the school bus, or upon attendance of a school-sponsored event with the prior permission of the
principal, and/or being exempted from a class by the school principal.

Tardiness

A student shall be seated at his/her assigned station for work at the time appointed for the school day or class
to begin or be recorded as tardy for the day of class. Chronic tardiness is a Class | Disciplinary Violation.

ABSENCE FOR THE REASON OF HEAD LICE

POLICY JBD-R

Once the Health Officer/Principal has identified and followed procedure in sending the child home, (when head
lice are found), it is required that al/l nits (louse
1) A student should be counted present for the day the lice are found and the student is sent home. Any
absences from class or from subjects for the remainder of that day should be excused.

2) A parent/guardian and student conference is required with the principal prior to the student returning to
school.

3) Students will be allotted three excused absences due to head lice (excluding the identification day) per
term.

4) Any further absences due to head lice will be unexcused with the exception of the identification day.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, AL
ADOPTED: December 2, 1996

AMENDED: May 5, 2003 (Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: June 2, 2003 (Formal Passage)

While physicians may be helpful in assisting parents with the removal of heasclom| oficials
will make the final decision regarding whether or not a child may return to school.
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ACADEMIC POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Textbooks

At the time of textbook distribution to the student, each student is assigned numbered textbooks by their
respective teachers. The care of a textbook is the responsibility of the student to whom it is assigned and
each student shall inscribe his name inside the front cover of the textbook so that the book may be identified in
the event of misplacement.

All textbooks furnished free of charge to pupils shall remain the property of the State or the Limestone County
School System, as the case may be, and when distributed to the student, shall be retained for normal use only
during the period that the student is engaged in a course of study for which the textbook is selected. At the
completion of each course of study or otherwise at the instruction of the principal or teacher in charge, the
textbook shall be returned as directed.

flCode of Alabama, 1075 816-36-69(c)i n r el evant p ailf the parpnt, guardiaheosperson hawvingi [
custody of the child to whom the textbook was issued fails to pay the assessed damages within 30 days after
notification, the student shall not be entitled to further use of the textbooks until remittance of the amount of

| oss or damage hrardosstoredanmagenthedepil will be assessed a variable of; 1) Full price if
new when issued. 2) Seventy-five percent of full price for books that had already been used two years before
the current issuance. 3) Fifty percent for books that had already been used three years or more before the
current issuance.

Academic Fees

The 2010-2011 secondary fees for elective courses are listed below:

Driver Education $50.00
Band (marching and/or concert) $100.00 ($50 per semester)
Family & Consumer Sciences $25.00
Agriscience Education $20.00
Advanced Placement Test Fee $86.00
Lockers $6.00/yr
Parking Permit $3.00/yr
Computer (7thgrﬁlde) ) $15.00
Exploring Art (7t &8 grade) $15.00
Art 1l $15.00
Art 1l $15.00
Middle School Theatre $15.00
Theatre Il $15.00
Theatre 1lI $15.00
Theatre IV $15.00

Shakespeare Literature
Literature, Mythology and Fable
Multimedia Design

Accounting

Career Technical Center
ACCESS Science Classes

$10.00 (per semester)

$10.00 (per semester)

$20.00

$20.00

$15.00/department + materials/supplies
$25.00
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Report Cards
The evaluation of a studentdés achi ev e clasrdomteacheaandthemp or
school system as a whole. The grading system for the Limestone County Schools is divided into two nine-
week grading periods for each course of study per term. Each parent will receive a progress report in grades
7 7 12 from each teacher per course at the end of the fourth week during each nine-week grading period.
Grades for each nine-week period are structured as follows:

90-100 A Excellent
80-89 B Good
70-79 C Average
65-69 D Poor/Unsatisfactory
0-64 F Failure
I Incomplete

An incomplete grade is given only in those cases where illness or any other excused absence has kept a
student from completing the required course of study and assignments for a given course. In the event that a
student fails to complete the necessary make-up work within four weeks in any course where an incomplete is
received, the grade will be computed as is. Report cards will be distributed no later than four school days after
the completion of each nine-week grading period. Each teacher must record a minimum of one (1) written
evaluation per week during the nine-week period. Grades and permanent record folders are confidential. Only
authorized personnel are allowed access.

Promotion Requirements

Determination of promotion for grades 7 and 8 is at the discretion of the school, following the criteria
listed in the student handbook and the Alabama Course of Study. The following guidelines should be
considered for determination of promotion:

1) Each child must pass 6 units which must include English, literature/reading, mathematics, science,
and social studies.

2) Each athlete must comply with the eligibility requirements of the Alabama High School Athletic
Association.

These additional items should be taken into consideration for grades 7 and 8:

1) Would the child benefit from repeating? Decisions should be discussed by all who come in contact
with the child, but final consideration should rest with the classroom teacher and principal.

2) Dothegrades i ndicate that the child is failing? Grade
grade level or in compliance with his/her IEP and/or LEP.

3) Has every remediation attempt been made and documented?

4) Is there documentation that the parents have beeni nf or med of the chil dds ste

5) Has the student has been referred to the Building Based Student Support Team (BBSST)?

6) Has the student been referred or tested for special education services?
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Promotion Requirements
Continued

In an effort to encourage students to graduate on time, within a four-year period, as described in the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001, high school students in Grades 9-12 will be placed in a 9th grade homeroom their first
year, 10th grade the second year, 11th grade the third year, and 12th grade the fourth year. Students are
expected to make reasonable progress by passing courses in logical and sequential order. For a student to be
considered a candidate for graduation during the 12th grade year, he or she must be able to complete the
state-required 24 Carnegie Units and all other state and local requirements. Students not meeting all
requirements for graduation at the end of the fourth year will be retained in the 12th grade.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Alabama First Choice Program

Beginning with the ninth grade class of the 2009-2010 school year, ALL Alabama students will be

automatically enrolled to pursue the Advanced Academic Endorsement of the Alabama High School Diploma.

Should a student and his/her parent or guardian determine that the Advanced Academic Endorsement is not

the most appropriate option for the studentds educati
may choose to opt out of the Advanced Academic Endorsement and pursue another option.

Students entering grades 9 - 12 will have the following requirements:

Standard Diploma* Advanced Diploma*

4 units English 4 units English

4 units Mathematics 4 units Mathematics

4 units Science 4 units Science

4 units Social Studies 4 units Social Studies

1% unit Health % unit Health

1 unit LIFE PE 1 unit LIFE PE

% unit Arts Education % unit Arts Education

% unit Computer Applications % unit Computer Applications
2 units Foreign Language

5% units electives 3% units electives

24 Total Minimum Credits 24 Total Minimum Credits

A student must complete all graduation requirements including the Alabama High
School Graduation Exam in order to participate in graduation exercises and receive a
diploma. Any student who fails one or more parts of the graduation exam is required
to complete the appropriate Skills Lab remediation course(s).
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

State and Local
Policy IHF-RAAA

The Alabama courses of study shall be followed in determining minimum required content in each discipline.
Students seeking the Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement shall complete
advanced level work in the core curriculum.

STANDARD DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS*
English 9

English 10

English 11

English 12

Total of 4 English credits

World History: 1500 to the Present

U.S. History to 1877***

U.S. History from 1877 to the Present***
U.S. Government & Economics***

Total of 4 Social Studies credits

Biology

A physical science course

One additional science course
One additional science course*****
Total of 4 Science credits

Standard Algebra IA

Standard Algebra IB

Standard Geometry

Algebraic Connections or Algebra Il
Total of 4 Mathematics credits

LIFE Physical Education (1 credit)
Health (Y2 credit) *****

Computer Applications (Y2 credit) ***+*
Fine Arts (Y2 credit) *****

18.5 Total required credits

ADVANCED DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS*
English 9

English 10

English 11

English 12**

Total of 4 English credits

World History: 1500 to the Present

U.S. History to 1877***

U.S. History from 1877 to the Present***
U.S. Government & Economics **  ***
Total of 4 Social Studies credits

Biology

A physical science course

One additional advanced science course
One additional advanced science course (see CCOB**¥)
Total of 4 Science credits

Algebra | or Geometry (prerequisite see CCOB****)
Geometry or Algebra 11/Trig

Algebra 11/Trig or Pre-Calculus

Pre-Calculus or Dual Enrollment or Calculus
Total of 4 Mathematics credits

Foreign Language |
Foreign Language Il

Total of 2 Foreign Language credits (same Foreign
Language)

LIFE Physical Education (1 credit)
Health (Y2 credit) *****

Computer Applications (Y2 credit) ***+*
Fine Arts (%2 credit) *****

20.5 Total required credits

Plus students must also pass a minimum of
5.5 credits of electives

Plus students must also pass a minimum of 3.5
credits of electives

*A student can change diplomas with written parental consent if the required courses can be scheduled. Any studens whohaighdrom

standard to advanced diploma will be required to take advanced mathematia&Zphes as specified in the advanced diploma section of this policy.

**|n addition to the required courses listed for advanced diploma on page 1, the requiremégasifiandvanced level course'{Izade) in English

and social studies for the students seeking the Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement (Ademagdilipé

effective for the freshman class"(@rade) beginning with th20042005 school year. If an advanced level course is not available, advanced work will
be added to the standard diploma core courses in gradel12 for the students signed up for the Advanced Diploma. Thekdwarstadehts would
receive an advancemurse credit and a weighted grade point (Local Board Policy IDCF) if the standard diploma course work and additiondl advance
work were both successfully completed. If a student successfully completes advanced courses in grades 9, 10 ancatwihddstadeive the

weighted grade point just like he/she would for th& giade required advanced courses. If an advanced level course is not available, advanced work
will be added to the standard diploma courses in grades 9, 10 and 11 for the stbhdemst to receive an advanced course credit and a weighted
grade point. Any student can enroll in an advanced course as long as he/she meets the prerequisites for the advandeubsainese

recommendation of the teacher.

**All students (excepthose students in the OccuPrep Program and thep@rogram) attending the Career Technical Center must take the
appropriate grade level history course at the Career Technical Center.

***Comprehensive Course Offerings BookletAll course descriptionand prerequisites can be found on the Limestone County Schools System
Website and in each |l ocal school counselords office.
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kA student may receive substitute credit for successfully completing a designated career and technical course dbetacategnic content from
the core curriculum as a substitute for a required course or an elective math, science, health, or fine arts crediter ftebseal Board Policy.

Any 10" grade student who fails any portion of the pre-graduation exam and does not have an appropriately signed Refusal for
Student to Participate in Remediation Form on file both at the local school and the central office must take Skills Lab in the 11™
grade. Any 11" grade student who fails one or more portions of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam is required to take
the Skills Lab course. This requirement will be effective as long as the System is required by the State Department to provide
remediation for the students who have failed any portion of the Pre-Graduation Exam or the Alabama High School Graduation Exam
(AHSGE).

Driver Education, a ¥ credit course, is not required. Priority is given to students in grades 12, 11, and 10.
Beginning with the gt grade class of 2009-2010, all students will be required to successfully complete an online experience.

A total of 24 credits are required for graduation. Limestone County students must fulfill the requirements for one
of the following Alabama High School Diploma options:

e  Alabama High School Diploma
A student will earn an Alabama High School Diploma if all standard diploma requirements are met and all five subtests of the
Alabama High School Graduation Exam are passed.

e  Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement
A student will earn an Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement if all advanced diploma
requirements are met and all five subtests of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam are passed.

®  Alabama High School Diploma with Career/Technical Endorsement
A student will earn an Alabama High School Diploma with Career/Technical Endorsement if the following conditions are met: 1)
must meet requirements for the Alabama High School Diploma (listed above); 2) must earn a minimum of 3 credits in one
specific technical subject area at the Career Technical Center; 3) must be a program completer (completer status determined by
current State Department requirements) at the Career Technical Center. The Career Technical Center counselor will provide
current State Department requirements.

® Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Career/Technical Endorsement
A student will earn an Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Career/Technical Endorsement if the student successfully
completes all the requirements for the Alabama High School Diploma with Career/Technical Endorsement (listed above) and
successfully completes both Algebra Il with Trigonometry and Pre-Calculus.

®  Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement and Advanced Career/Technical Endorsement
A student will earn an Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement and Advanced Career/Technical
Endorsement if the student meets the requirements for each endorsement (listed above).

e  Alabama High School Diploma with Credit-Based Endorsement
Only seniors may choose this diploma endorsement option following the spring administration of the Alabama High School
Graduation Exam. This option will serve as a final endorsement to the Alabama High School Diploma. A student will earn an
Alabama High School Diploma with Credit-Based Endorsement if all standard diploma requirements are met and three of the
five subtests of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam are passed including the mathematics subtest, the reading subtest,
and one other area subtest. Beginning with the 9" grade class of 2009-2010, a student must also meet the course requirements
for one career and technical education course.

The Career Technical Center is available ¥ day for students in grades 107 12. Students must pre-register in order to
attend the Career Technical Center. Only 9 total credits can be earned during the regular school day at the Career
Technical Center which includes any credits earned in history and/or Skills Lab.

All core courses (English, mathematics, science, and social studies) must be passed in sequential order. Exceptions can
be made for 11" and 12" grade science and social studies courses with the written approval of the superintendent.

SUMMARY

Graduation Requirements
A minimum of 24 Carnegie units (credits) must be earned for a diploma. Students must also pass the Alabama High
School Graduation Exam. The Alabama High School Graduation Exam is administered starting with the tenth grade as
directed by the State.

SOURCE Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: February 1, 1999
AMENDED: February 1, 2010
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Requirements for the Alabama Occupational Diploma
(Only Available to Students with Disabilities as Defined by IDEA)

Students with disabilities who graduate with the AOD or the CERTIFICATE may continue to work toward the
Alabama High School Diploma to age 21 with IDEA services.

English Language Arts 4 Credits
Four credits to include the equivalent of:

Life Skills I: English 9 1
Life Skills II: English 10 1
Life Skills Ill: English 11 1
Life Skills IV: English 12 1
Mathematics 4 Credits
Four credits to include the equivalent of:
Essential Mathematics | 1
Essential Mathematics I 1
Algebraic Explorations | 1
Algebraic Explorations Il 1
Science 4 Credits
Four credits to include the equivalent of:
Life Skills Science I: Physical Science 1
Life Skills Science IlI: Biology 1
Life Skills Science IlI: Earth & Space 1
Life Skills Science IV: Genetics OR
Life Skills Science IV: Environmental OR 1
Life Skills Science IV: Human Anatomy and
Physiology
Social Studies 4 Credits
Four credits to include the equivalent of:
Life Skills I: World History 1
Life Skills Il: US History to 1877 1
Life Skills Ill: US History from 1877 1
Life Skills IV: Economics Yo
Life Skills IV: US Government Y
Career/Technical Education 2 Credits
Coordinated Studies 1 Credit
Cooperative Career/Technical Education 1 Credit
LIFE Physical Education 1 Credit
Health Education 1 Credit
Arts Education % Credit
Electives 2 Credits
TOTAL CREDITS 24 Credits

44



Mandatory Nine-Week / Semester Exams - All academic classes in grades 7 1 12 are required to give nine-

NINE WEEKS EXAMS/SEMESTER EXAMS

PoLicy IHAA

week exams/semester exams.
No student will be exempt from the first/third nine-week exam (including the nine-week exam of %2

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7

8)

credit courses). All students will be required to take the first/third nine-week exams.

Perf ormance subjects (i . en,etB)anm dofregRiredEto have B writteneined

week exam/semester exam.

All nine-week exams will be held on the last two days of the nine weeks unless a change is granted by

the Superintendent.

At the end of the 1St and 3'd nine weeks, exams will be given in periods 1, 3, 5, and 7 on the first day.
At the end of the 1% and 3" nine weeks, exams will be given in periods 2, 4, and 6 on the second day.

At the end of the 2Nd and 4th nine weeks, semester exams will be given on the 1St day in the

afternoon, and on the 2nd day in the morning.

There will be a cumulative first nine weeks exam and then a cumulative (weeks 1 7 18) first semester
exam; there will be a third nine weeks exam and then a cumulative (weeks 19 1 36) second semester
exam. The nine weeks exams and semester exams will count 20% of the grade for the appropriate
grading period. The two semester averages will be averaged for the yearly grade to determine

whether the student passes or fails the course.
American Government and Economics must have both the first nine weeks exam and the semester
exam (NO exemptions).

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: September 3, 1996

AMENDED: March 5, 2007(Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: May 7, 2007 (Formal Passage)

Semester Exam Exemption

The exam exemption conditions were developed to encourage better student attendance. Exemption from the
semester exams of a 36-week course will be available to students if they meet one of the following conditions:

1)
2)
3)

90 or above average with 5 or fewer class absences.
80 or above average with 3 or fewer class absences.
75 average with 2 or fewer class absences.

Nine Weeks Exam/Semester Exam Testing Procedures

Time Frame

The test will be scheduled according to Local Board Policy IHAA

Entering and Leaving the Testing Room
A student must enter the testing room before the tardy bell rings. The tardy student will be tested at
the discretion of the principal/teacher. The teacher must notify the office immediately if any non-

exempting student is absent.
A student cannot leave the testing room before the end of the testing period except in the case of
student illness or misconduct.

Testing Materials
Students should bring teacher specified materials (pencils and/or pens, paper, calculators, etc.) to the

testing room.

Misconduct
If a student disturbs others and prevents them from doing their best work, the teacher should warn the
student and/or separate from the other students. Should the student disrupt the testing a second time,

his/her testing materials will be collected and the student will be sent to the office.

If a student is suspected of giving or receiving assistance on the test, he/she should be separated from
other students. The student should be warned of possible consequences and allowed to complete the
test. If it is determined by the teacher that cheating occurred, then Local Board Policy IHAF, also

JCDD, Student Academic Honesty, will be followed.
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Honor Roll Requirements

Limestone County Schools will adhere to the following guidelines for honor roll eligibility in grades 7-12:
1) The AAO honor rabilAdswi.ll consist of
2) The fiBo0 honor ralbAlAd swdi landc ofinBsdi ssot. o f

Honor Students

Honor students will be determined by maintaining an average of 90.0 or above from the first term of the 9th
grade through the first term of the 12th grade. Grades earned during the second term of the 12th grade will be
used to attain honor status. All subjects are counted equally (excluding student aide) according to credit.
Honor students will be recognized at graduation ceremonies.

Accelerated Reader

The purpose of Accelerated Reader is to build a culture of reading throughout the school. The purpose is not
to provide reading instruction or to use for assigning grades. Rather, it is to encourage and promote reading
by using a point system tied to individual goals. Points received are designed only to be used for motivational
purposes. Accelerated Reader seeks to motivate students to read by allowing them to independently choose
books to read in an effort to increase their personal reading time. For that reason, Limestone County Schools
will not use Accelerated Reader for assigning grades.

Accelerated Math

The purpose of Accelerated Math is to create excitement for math and make the practice component of the

math curriculum more effective and support the existing instructional materials and textbooks. It creates
individualized practice assignments at each eschskidlient 6s
mastered. Assessment components and reports may be used for diagnostic purposes to determine how the

student is progressing giving immediate feedback to the student and the teacher. For that reason, Limestone

County Schools will not use Accelerated Math for assigning grades.

Library Regulations

Any books | ost, damaged, or abused shall be replaced
No additional library materials may be checked out until reimbursement is made for the lost materials.

Counseling Program

School counselors function in a manner consistent with the educational philosophy and mission of the school
system and the school. As a member of the educational team, each counselor has special responsibilities for
helping all students meet their needs. School counselors should provide a comprehensive counseling and
guidance program for students; consult and collaborate with teachers, parents, and staff to enhance their
effectiveness in helping students; and follow the Minimum Standard for Comprehensive School Counseling
and Guidance Programs in Alabama. Parent signature on the handbook acknowledgment form grants
permission for counselors to provide services to students as accorded by guidelines set forth by the State of
Alabama.
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Building-Based Student Support Team (BBSST)

The Building-Based Student Support Team (BBSST) is a mandatory, best practice, problem-solving team
implemented at the local school level. Team members discuss issues related to specific needs of teachers
and students and offer teachers assistance in resolving problems. The team is composed of regular education
teachers, administrators, counselors and other individuals as needed, including special education teachers.
Through collaboration, educators are given the opportunity to address concerns and find solutions with greater
perspective. Parents can request additional information and training through the local school principal.

Teacher-Parent Conferences

A parent must contact the principald s of fi ce of the | oc al-pasecticanferéncet éll ar
parents are encouraged, when questions arise regarding instruction of their child, to schedule a conference
with the studentés teacher. T h e ane scheduled byahe teachies dnd b e

parent and approved by the principal. Parent/teacher conferences will be held on Tuesday, November 2,
2010.

Homebound Services

A student is placed in the Homebound Program when a doctor determines that the student must miss school
for four (4) weeks or more in grades 91 12 and six (6) weeks or more in grades 7 and 8 due to iliness or other
medical complications. All requests for homebound services must be made to the Assistant Superintendent by
t he st udent bysiciaa.t Rlaeement imthe Homebound Program is also made for students between
the ages of seven (7) and sixteen (16) who have been expelled from school.

Limited English Proficiency

Public schools must comply with their obligation under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to provide
alternative language programs and/or services necessary to ensure that National Origin Minority (NOM)
students with | imited English proficiency have meani
Law school systems are prohibited from discriminating against a student on the basis of natural origin.

Home School/Private School (non-accredited) Transfer Students

All home schooled/private schooled (non-accredited) students in grades 7 and 8 who are transferring into the
Limestone County School System must provide official transcripts and available standardized test scores. If
after a review of the official transcripts and available standardized test scores, the grade level placement
cannot be determined by the local school, the student must take the appropriate placement tests at a
designated location.

All home schooled/private schooled (non-accredited) students in grades 9-12 who are transferring into the
Limestone County School System shall follow the Alabama Administrative Code (AAC) procedures for credit
transfers of students from non-accredited schools. Please refer to Local School Policy JBCC and IDCA.

Secondary Outside Reading

The Limestone County School System recognizes the importance of reading in the education of a child. For

this reason, students who will be entering grades 7-12 are assigned outside reading(s) each spring. At the

beginning of the new school year, students are tested on their reading selection(s). The grade-specific

readingli st i s created by t he suppementih®e terdfunefeading ¢urritulera.c her s t
Reading selections are chosen based on literary merit, interest level, and readability.
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GIFTED EDUCATION

POLICY IHF-2

Gifted students are those who perform at high levels in academic or creative fields when compared to others
of their age, experience, or environment. These students require services not ordinarily provided by the
regular school program. Students possessing these abilities can be found in all populations, across all
economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor.

A student may be referred by teachers, counselors, administrators, parents or guardians, peers, self, or any
ot her i ndividuals with knowl eitiogaly, alfsecant gradesstudedte wilt lies a |
observed as potential gifted referrals using a gifted behavior checklist.

For each student referred, information is gathered in the following three areas
1) Aptitude: Assessed through an individual or group test of intelligence or creativity.
2) Characteristics: A behavior rating scale designed to assess gifted behaviors is completed by a
classroom teacher.
3) Performance: At least three indicators of performance at a gifted level such as achievement test
scores, grades, products, work samples, and/or portfolios.

The scores from the assessments/items used are entered on a matrix where points are assigned if the student
qualifies for gifted services.

Accommodations in the regular classroom must be provided for the times that gifted students are in pull-out
classes. The accommodations form must be completed if the following accommodations are not made:
1) Student will not be required to make up missed class work,
2) If new material is introduced, student will be instructed by peer or teacher in a small group or one-on-
one setting,
3) If tests are administered, student will take the test when he/she returns to the classroom or at a
mutually agreed upon time.

For more information contact Special Education Director, Limestone County Schools Central Office, 232-5353.

SOURCE: Limestone County Schools, Athens, Alabama 35611
LEGAL REF: Alabama Administrative Code, 2939-.13

ADOPTED: February 6, 2006 (Emergency passage)

ADOPTED: April 3, 2006 (Formal passage)

Eligibility to Work

Work Permits are no longer required for minors to be employed. Instead, employers are required to purchase

a Certificate: Class I, to employ minors age 14 or 15 and/or Class Il, to employ minors age 16 or 17.
Additionally, schools willissuean fel igibility to worko form certifyin
satisfactory grades and attendance in order to be employed. Children under the age of 14 may not work. For
acceptable work hours per age group or for more information, contact The Alabama Department of Labor,

Child Division or visit www.labor.alabama.gov.
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN ATHLETICS / EXTRACURRICULAR

ACTIVITIES
(NO PASS/NO PLAY)

POLICY IDFA

The Limestone County Board of Education recognizes the value of athletics and other extracurricular activities

as they relate to the total education of students. The Limestone County Board of Education also recognizes

and supports high academic standards and the necessity of developing a framework to annually assess each

athletc and extracurricular studentés progress toward gr acf
class. This Board of Education also recognizes that the Class of 2000 and subsequent classes will be
required by a State Board of Education resolution and the Alabama Administrative Code to earn a minimum of

24 credits in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, with four (4) credits each in science, mathematics, social studies, and
English.

The Limestone County Board of Education prescribes the following regulations for eligibility by students in this
school system to participate in athletics and/or extracurricular activities:

1) (a) Each student in grades 10, 11, and 12 must for the immediately preceding school year have
passed six (6) subjects that total six (6) Carnegie units of credit with a minimum composite numerical
average of 70. The six units passed and averaged must include four credits from the four core
curriculum courses (English, science, social studies, and mathematics).

(b) Students entering the 8" and 9" grades must have passed during the last two semesters in
attendance and summer school, if applicable, at least five new subjects with a minimum composite
numerical average of 70 in those five subjects.

(c) Students entering the 7" grade for the first time are eligible.

2) Students declared ineligible at the beginning of a school year may regain eligibility at the end of the
first term by meeting the academic requirements listed above during their last two terms in attendance
and summer school, if applicable. The restored eligibility of any student must be determined no later
than the fifth day of the second term.

3) Physical education or band may count as only one (1) unit per year.

4) No correspondence course will count toward extracurricular eligibility unless the correspondence
course is approved in advance by the building principal and the Superintendent of Education. An
approved correspondence course may count as only one (1) unit per year and the grade must be
received before the beginning of the term.

5) No more than two (2) Carnegie units may be made up during summer school. If a unit(s) or subject(s)
is repeated in summer school, the higher numerical grade for the unit(s) or subject(s) will be used to
determine eligibility.

6) Eligibility shall be determined on the first day of the term and shall remain in effect for one (1)
complete term. Bona fide transfers may be dealt with according to rules of the Alabama High School
Athletic Association for sports and rules to be developed by this Board of Education as it pertains to
other extracurricular activities.

7) Each eligible student must have a minimum composite numerical average of 70 on the six (6)
Carnegie units from the preceding year, including summer school. Summer school work passed may
substitute for regular schoolwork failed in computing the 70 average.

8) Each eligible student involved in extracurricular activities must meet the definition of a regular student
as defined by the Alabama High School Athletic Association.

9) Any student who earns more than four (4) credits in the core curriculum in any given year or who
accumulates a total in excess of the required four (4) per year may be exempt from earning the four
(4) core courses in the succeeding year as long as that student remains on track for graduation with
his/her class.
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(NO PASS/NO PLAY)
POLICY IDFA
Continued

Extracurricular activities associated with athletics are defined as those recognized and sanctioned by the
Alabama High School Athletic Association, and other extracurricular activities are defined as those that are
sanctioned by a public school which are not related
course(s). Regular curricular activities are defined as those that are required for satisfactory course
completion. School sponsors are required to submit a request for each curricular activity that occurs outside
the regular school day and/or school to the principal, superintendent, and the Limestone County Board of
Education for approval. Each curricular activity shall be granted if the principal, superintendent, and the
Limestone County Board of Education approve participation in the activity as an extension of a course(s)
requirement(s) and that it is an event sanctioned by a state/national subject matter association.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this policy, student participation in extracurricular activities offered
by the school through math, science, band, choral music, and other courses at events such as athletic events
(pre-game, game, halftime, or other breaks), club conventions, parades, amusement park trips and
competitions, trips by tour companies, performances at various meetings, etc., are extracurricular, and
students academically ineligible under this policy shall not be allowed to participate.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Alabama Administrative Code
ADOPTED: June 1, 1998
AMENDED: December 4, 2006

Transportation

The Limestone County Board of Education provides transportation for every student in the school system.
Transportation is also provided for children with special needs. Each student transported by the county must
comply with all rules and regulations. The rules are as follows:

1) Observe classroom conduct.

2) Be courteous.

3) Do not use profane language.

4) Keep the bus clean.

5) Cooperate with the driver.

6) Do not use tobacco products of any kind.

7) Do not damage bus or equipment.

8) Stay seated.*

9) Keep head, feet, and hands inside the bus.
10) Do not fight, push, or shove.

11) Do not tamper with bus equipment.

12) Do not bring pets onto the bus.

13) Do not bring flammable materials onto the bus.
14) No food or drink will be permitted on the bus.

*The bus drivers are authorized to assign seats.

Failure to follow the bus rules will result in disciplinary action.
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STl Home

Limestone County Schools provide STI Home as a communication instrument to parents. This program allows
parents/guardians to login to view their st udent 6s grades, assignment s, n
attendance. Each student has a unique ID number and PIN number. This information may be picked up by

the parent/guardian at the local school. Student ID numbers remain the same year to year, but PIN numbers

will be reassigned each school year for security purposes. Go to https://home.sti-k12.com to view the STI

Home website.

Vehicle Registration and Parking

Students who meet the requirements and accept responsibility of driving private motor vehicles to school are
permitted to do so, on the condition that they follow the parking and usage regulations as prescribed by the
individual school. Parking regulations will vary from school to school within the system, depending upon
available space. The protection of all students is a major concern where vehicular movement occurs on or
near a school campus. Students and parents are encouraged to exercise caution when in such areas. Failure
to adhere to the regulations provided in this code and by the individual school could result in forfeiting the
privilege of parking a private motor vehicle on the school premises, or in the case of a parking violation, having
onebs vehicle towed from the premises at the operator

o

The following parking regulations will apply to all schools within the system:

1) Parking upon the school grounds shall only be allowed in areas specifically designated for such
purpose.

2) During the hours of the school day when classes are in session, no student will be allowed in the
designated parking areas on the school premises without the expressed permission of the principal or
the principal és designated representative.

3) No student who parks his automobile on a public street or in an area off the school premises shall be
allowed to return to his automobile during that part of the school day when classes are in session
without the expressed permission ofdreprebentatiper i nci pal

Bicyclesi

Bicycles may be ridden to schools within the system. The responsibility for securing bicycles is left to the rider.
Improper use of bicycles, such as riding in bus loading areas, or in areas reserved exclusively for pedestrian
traffic, constitutes grounds for the loss of bicycle privileges at any school within the system.

Medication

Since medical treatment is the responsibility of the parent and the family physician, no medication will be given

by schoolper sonnel except in extreme cases. Proper autho
of fice. A required form can be piAtl medtatiorppmuattbe deliveredl o c a
to the school by the parent or guardian in the original package or prescription bottle, and all
prescriptions must be current.

The required form is included at the back of this handbook.

Annual Screenings and Programs

The School Nurse provides several opportunities throughout the school year to educate, screen, and evaluate
students in Limestone County Schools. These programs include, but are not limited to, control of
communicable diseases, hand washing, vision, hear i ng¢
Changing Pr ogmed 5" grade. Pcoliesis screening is provided for grades five through nine as
required by state law. (Section 16-29-1, Code of Alabama 1975)
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Important Information on Meningococcal Disease and Vaccine

What is meningococcal disease?

Meningococcal disease is a serious illness, caused by bacteria. It is the leading cause of bacterial meningitis
in children 2-18 years old in the United States.

How do you catch the disease?

The bacteria that cause meningococcal disease are very common. The disease is most common in children

and people with certain medical conditions that affect their immune system. College freshman living in
dormitories also have increased risk of getting the disease. The disease is spread through exchange of
respiratory droplets or saliva with an infected person including kissing, coughing, sneezing, and sharing
drinking glasses and eating utensils. In a few peopl
pass through the lining of the nose and throat into the blood stream where it causes meningitis. Meningitis is a

term that describes inflammation of the tissues surrounding the brain and spinal cord.

What are the symptoms of the disease?

Fever

Headache

Stiff neck

Red rash
Drowsiness

Nausea and vomiting

Meningococcal vaccine: Who should get the vaccine and when?

MCV4, or the meningococcal vaccine, is recommended for all children 11-12 years of age and for
unvaccinated adolescents at high school entry (15 years of age). High school seniors should also consider
obtaining the vaccine prior to entering college, especially if they are planning living in a dormitory. Please
consult your physician or local health department for more information.

For more information on this and other vaccine recommendations go to: www.adph.org/immunization
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Additional Information

Telephone 8 Office telephones at each school within the System are not for student use except in
emergency situations as determined by the principal.

Emergency Drills 1
a. Fire drills shall be conducted by each school under the supervision of the principal once a
month during the school year. Board Policy File: JGFA
b. Tornado drills shall be conducted at each school under the supervision of the principal once a
month during the school year. Board Policy File: JGFAA

School Insurance 8 School medical insurance for students will be available to all students on a
voluntary basis. Information regarding such insurance will be distributed at the beginning of each
school year, and those parents who elect to secure such insurance are encouraged to read their
policy carefully.

School Closings d In case of severe weather or other natural emergencies, official announcements
regarding school closings may be heard over local radio and television stations. Parents are
encouraged to tune in to applicable stations when such occasions warrant. In the case of early
dismissals, busses will run routes. Board Policy: AFC

AlertNow Notification System i Limestone County Schools provide the AlertNow Notification
System as a communication instrument to parents. This system is utilized for emergency
notifications, district wide announcements and local school announcements. The system will call up
to 5 numbers per student.

Early Arrival 8 The Board and its employees are not responsible for the health and safety of
students who arrive at the school grounds prior to the established time for the opening of school on
any given school day.

Severe Weather 7 Should severe weather, such as an ice storm or flood occur or should there be a
threat of severe weather, school may be released early.

Fire i Should a fire occur affecting a school, children could be temporarily evacuated from the school
building or school may be released early.

Hazardous Materials i Should a hazardous materials accident occur affecting a school, children
could be temporarily evacuated from the school building or school may be released early.

10) Gift Deliveries 1 Schools do not accept deliveries of flowers, balloons, or other gifts for students.
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Limestone County Schools
RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

I. PURPOSE

There are four Limestone County schools located within the 10-mile Emergency
Planning Zone (EPZ) of Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant. Those schools are Blue Springs
Elementary School, Clements High School, Tanner High School and the Career Technical
School. In the event of a radiological emergency at the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant, the
following procedures will be followed by the Superintendent of Education and the
administrations of each school.

. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS
A. ALERT

The Director of Transportation will be notified of an "ALERT" and will notify the
Superintendent of the situation.

All school bus drivers will be notified to report to their respective schools and will remain on
standby.

The Director of Transportation will be kept abreast of the situation and will be notified of any
changes in the situation.

B. SITE AREA EMERGENCY
Upon notification from EMA of a "SITE AREA EMERGENCY", the Director of
Transportation will report to the EOC.

The administrations of the affected schools will be notified to activate emergency procedures and
follow the Emergency Action Plan as directed by the Superintendent.

EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN

Should activation of this plan be necessary, the Limestone County Superintendent of Education or
his designee will disseminate emergency information to all schools. This information should be given
immediately to the Principal or Assistant Principal. In the event of an accident at the Browns Ferry
Nuclear Plant, the Limestone County School Superintendent will order school administrations to
take one of the following actions:

A. PRECAUTIONARY RELOCATION

School buses should be in place prior to the execution of this plan, however, if school buses are
not in place, all bus drivers will report immediately to their designated schools. The following lists
actions to be taken at each school:

1. BLUE SPRINGS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Buses will take all students to West Limestone High School. Students will remain there until parents
pick them up.

2. CLEMENTS HIGH SCHOOL

Buses will take all students to West Limestone High School. Students will remain there until parents
pick them up.
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EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN Continued

3. TANNER HIGH SCHOOL
Buses will take all students to Creekside Elementary School. Students will remain there until parents
pick them up.

4. CAREER TECHNICAL SCHOOL

Clements students will be taken to West Limestone High School and Tanner students will be
taken to Creekside Elementary School.

Students will remain there until parents pick them up.

5. OWENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
All students will remain at the school until parents can pick them up.

6. WEST LIMESTONE HIGH SCHOOL
All students will be transported home with the exception of those living in Lentzville, EIk Estates
and Temperance Oak. Those students will remain at West Limestone.

7. STUDENTS WHO ATTEND THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS will be released and
transported home by bus or may leave in their personal vehicle.
a ARDMORE HIGH SCHOOL

b. CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
c. CREEKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
d. EAST LIMESTONE HIGH SCHOOL
e. ELKMONT HIGH SCHOOL

f. JOHNSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

0. PINEY CHAPEL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

NOTES:
1) If immediate evacuation is necessary, school staff may drive buses.

2) During an evacuation, all buses will be escorted by law enforcement officers.

B. SHELTER IN PLACE

Shelter In Place may be used as a primary or temporary protective action, depending upon the
characteristics of the accident and the status of weather and road conditions. Should the order be
given for Shelter In Place, the principal will assure that all students and faculty remain inside the
facility. All doors, windows and outside air intakes should be closed. This order should remain in
effect until the principal is given other instructions. (Shelter In Place is preferred if evacuation will
result in transporting students through an area that may be contaminated.)
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CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT
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Knowledge and Observation of Rules of Conduct

Students are responsible for abiding by laws and local board of education and individual school rules and
policies regarding rules of conduct, including sexual harassment. Among others, sexual harassment and drug
testing policies are included in this student handbook.

STUDENT DRESS CODE

POLICY JCDB-R

The Limestone County Board of Education believes good grooming and personal appearance are essential
elements in the educational process. Students are expected to dress in a manner that ensures their health and
safety. Grooming and dress must not distract from or interfere with the educational process.

Appropriate dress and appearance of the student is the responsibility of the parent/or guardian and
the student.

General Guidelines

Jewelry and Body Piercing

e Except for piercing of the ears and wearing of earrings, wearing of other body piercing items on any
part of the body is not allowed.

e Students will not wear or have in their possession any jewelry, ornaments, or accessories that distract
from the educational process or that might be used as a weapon. Includes but is not limited to: wallet
chains, oversized chains and/or clothing chains.

Pants, Shorts, Dresses and Skirts
e Appropriate dress for students must be worn that does not reveal the body in an inappropriate manner,
e.g. clothing must not be too tight, bare at the midriff or sides.

e Shorts, skirts, and dresses too short in length are not allowed. A general guide to length is that the
item should fall below the tips of the fingers when arms are fully extended to the side; however, due to
physical differences in some students, this guide may mean some items are still too short.

e Pants or shorts worn below the waistline or those that display what is or appears to be an
undergarment are not allowed. No pajamas.

e Pants should not be oversized, too tight, sagging, or revealing. Pants legs must be worn at the same
length.

e Undergarments or undergarment areas are not to be exposed at any time.

Shirts, Blouses, and Tops
e Shirts or tops must cover the stomach, back area and chest area completely at all times.

e A student ds at t idergarmentsortundergavremt areas. | un

e Strapless, off the shoulder tops, spaghetti straps, tops with strap areas less than three inches wide,
sheer or see-through clothing are not allowed.

e Tops with large arm holes or cutout sleeves are not allowed.

e Clothing must not include pictures, writings, symbols, etc., promoting, acknowledging, or suggesting
drugs, tobacco products, alcohol, sexual activities, gangs, groups, individuals, or activities that would
be considered potentially dangerous, disruptive, or hazardous to the student, to other students, or to
the school environment.
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STUDENT DRESS CODE
POLICY JCDB-R
Continued

Footwear
Shoes or sandals will be worn at all times. No hard cleated shoes, house slippers, or foot apparel determined
to be dangerous or a safety hazard may be worn.

Head Coverings and Sunglasses
e Except for religious purposes, hats and head coverings may not be worn in school buildings. Includes
but is not limited to: caps or hats, bandanas, headbands/sweatbands, combs or picks in the hair that
can be construed as weapons.

e The wearing of nonprescription sunglasses is not allowed.

Additional
e All belts must be fastened. Suspenders must be worn over the shoulder and fastened

e No compression type apparel may be worn as outer garments.

e Holes in all clothing items must fall below the tips of the fingers when arms are fully extended to the
sides.

e Students, who for religious reasons, do not choose to dress in prescribed physical education attire
shall be given the opportunity to choose alternate attire in keeping with religious beliefs and the goals
and objectives of said class.

e Personal appearance or attire that interferes with or distracts from the instructional program or that
creates a health hazard is not allowed.

e The Principal may allow exceptions in dress for a specific activity, e.g., athletic events, drama
productions, celebrations, etc., but exceptions are only for those activities.

e Elementary principals are urged to use discretion according to student age and size.

Appropriate dress and appearance of the student is the responsibility of the parent/or guardian and
the student.

The Principal or designee will have final authority as to neatness and cleanliness of
wearing apparel, and whether or not such apparel is disruptive, distracting, or in
violation of health and safety rules.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: August1, 1974
AMENDED: May 23, 2006
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POLICIES RELATING TO CONDUCT

WEAPONS

POLICY JCDA

No student may have in the studentdés possessiwhieom kn
school premises, school buses, school-sponsored functions, or at any school-related activity which may be

held away from the school premises.

No student may have in the studentds possessapparaneny i
of being a knife, gun, or any lethal or dangerous weapon while on school premises, school buses, school-
sponsored functions, or at school-related activities away from the school premises.

Possession wunder this policy includes the possessio
automobile on school premises. Metal detection devices may be used to insure the safety of students, faculty,

and staff of the Limestone County School System.

Any student who violates this policy by having in their possession a firearm shall be expelled for a period of
one (1) year in accordance with the provisions of §16-1-24.3, Code & Alabama. 1975. The provisions of which
are adopted by reference into this policy.

Any student violating this policy by possessing some weapon described above other than a firearm shall be
subject to a Class Il violation of the Student Discipline Code contained within this handbook and the sanctions
for such Class Il violation.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education
ADOPTED: October 3, 1994
AMENDED: November 7, 2005

STUDENT ACADEMIC HONESTY

POLICY IHAF, also JCDD

The Limestone County School System believes that |l ea
that evolves as a part of the educational development of each student. Therefore, any academic dishonesty in
grades K-6 will be addressed by the individual classroom teacher and/or the local school administrator.

The procedures listed below apply to each student enrolled in grades 7-12 in the Limestone County School
System.

A student who cheats will not receive credit for the work in question. If any other student has cooperated in
the cheating, that student is also considered to have cheated and will not receive credit. Cheating students
will also be subject to the consequences in the disciplinary consequences listed in the student handbook.

Cheating is defined to include, but is not limited to:
1) Copying someone elsef6s work in or out of <c¢class anc
2) Failing to quote and/or list appropriate citations for material derived from published sources (including
the Internet) and identifying and submitting it as your own.
3) The use of unauthorized notes, other materials, or assistance during the accomplishment of graded
work in or out of class.
4) Any other situation in which the student attempts to or accepts credit for work not his or her own.

The Limestone County School System complies with the requirements of the State of Alabama.

SOURCE: Limestme County Board of Education
ADOPTED: April 5, 2004
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF STUDENTS
PoLicy JX
General
It is the policy of the Board that sexual harassment of students by employees or other students is unlawful
behavior and will not be permitted. The Board is committed to providing an academic environment that is free
of unlawful sexual harassment and will seek to utilize available measures to deter such conduct.

Sexual Harassment Defined
Sexual harassment is defined as unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or
physical conduct of a sexual nature when:

1) Submi ssion to such conduct is made either explici
academic progress or completion of a school-related activity; or
2) Submi ssion to or rejection of such conduct is wuse

in a course of study or other school-related activity; or
3) Such conduct has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering wi t h t he student
performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment for the student.

Examples of Sexual Harassment

Examples of sexual harassment include, but are not limited to the following: continued or repeated offensive
sexual gestur es, conversation, or remar ks; continued
the use of objects or pictures alone or combined with verbal remarks of a sexual nature, which are offensive to

a student. Sexual harassment takes many forms and is not limited to these examples.

Reporting Incidents of Sexual Harassment

A student who feels that he/she has been sexually harassed should report the incident to the school principal.
Such report shall be made as soon as possible after the latest occurrence.

The complaint may be made orally to the principal in person or may be made in writing, signed by the student
complainant. If any oral complaint is made to the principal, the principal may require that the complaint be
reduced to writing and signed by the student complainant.

In appropriate cases, the principal or other school personnel may report wrongful acts against students to the
Limestone County Department of Human Resources as required by law.

The right to confidentiality, for both the accuser and the accused, will be respected consistent with the school
districtds | egal obligations and wi t hnducttamd tonakecceredivet y t
action when this conduct has occurred.

Complaint Resolution Procedure

The principal shall forthwith conduct an investigation of the complaint, including an interview with the alleged
offender, and if necessary, interviews with witnesses who may have relevant information with regard to the
complaint. The student complainant and the offender shall be interviewed by the principal separately. The
principal s i nvest i g atingandshal ihciudlela synapsisrofehe informationtpmvided by
the student complainant, the offender, and any relevant witnesses. The completed investigation shall be
transmitted by the principal to the superintendent, who shall review the report with the principal and legal
counsel for prompt and appropriate action, if warranted.

Sanctions

Student Offenders: A substantiated charge against a student in the school shall subject that student to
disciplinary action, which may include suspension, expulsion, alternative school, or other remedies which are
appropriate to the particular situation presented. Any such discipline shall be arrived at through the
consultation process by the principal with the superintendent and legal counsel, and shall be communicated to
the student by the principal. In the event of long-term suspension or expulsion as a discipline measure, then
the appropriate due process procedure shall be implemented as provided for in this Handbook.

Employee Offenders: A substantiated charge against an employee of the school system shall be dealt with in
due course by recommendations from the superintendent to the board and the instigation of appropriate due
process or statutory termination hearings before the board.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, AL

ADOPTED: December 4, 1995

AMENDED: February 3, 1997

LEGAL REF.: TheCode of Alabama 16-8-23; Mentor &wvings Bank FSB v. Vinson, 477

U.S.47 (1986)Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VIEEOC Guidelines.
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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

PoLicy JDA

Each teacher is responsible for the order and discipline of his or her room. The teacher is expected to handle
al | matters of discipline except in extreme cases
designee. The principal (or designee) may determine whether corporal punishment is appropriate for the
discipline violation. If the principal (or designee) determines corporal punishment is appropriate, the
parent/guardian must be notified. A copy of the documentation will be sent home on the day the punishment is
administered.

If it becomes necessary to use corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure, it should be carried out in the
following manner:

1) The local school principal and professional staff shall utilize all practical ways and means of helping
students with problems and of inducing them to accept and act upon conduct standards approved for
the school before measures such as corporal punishment are taken. Corporal punishment should be
administered generally only after other approaches to solving the problem have proved unsuccessful.

2) Corporal punishment should be administered with care, tact, and caution.

3) In all cases, corporal punishment shall be administered in the office of the principal or such place as
may be designated by the principal.

4) Corporal punishment should be administered only by the principal or his/her designated
representative. Corporal punishment will only be administered in the presence of the principal or
assistant principal.

5) Corporal punishment should be administered in the presence of another staff member employed by
the Board of Education. Whenever possible, the administrator or adult witness should be of the same
gender as the student receiving corporal punishment.

6) Corporal punishment shall not be administered in the presence of other students.

w i

7 Corporal punishment should be documented and kept

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athensbataa
ADOPTED: August1, 1974

AMENDED: September 8, 1988 JDA and JDAA

AMENDED: May 1, 2000

AMENDED: February 2, 2004

LEGAL REF: Bulletin #31, February 25, 1969
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SEARCH AND SEIZURE

Policy JXA

In order to maintain order and discipline in the schools and to protect the safety and welfare of students and
school personnel, school authorities may search a student, student lockers, or student automobiles under the
circumstances outlined below and may seize any illegal, unauthorized, or contraband materials discovered in
the search.

As used in this policy, the term funauthorizedd means
school personnel, or disruptive of any lawful function, mission or process of the school, or any item described
as unauthorized in school rules available beforehand to the student.

A studentds failure to permit sear cwikbe coasidered greunds fior e s
disciplinary action.

Personal Searches

A studentds person and/ or personal effects (e.g., pult
authority has reasonable suspicion to believe that the student is in possession of illegal or unauthorized
materials.

fapatdown search of a studentés person is conducted, i
the same sex and with an adult witness present, when feasible.

If the school official has reasonable suspicion to believe that the student has on his or her person an item

i mminently dangerous to the student or to others, a
conducted. Such a search may only be conducted in private by a school official of the same sex and with an

adult witness of the same sex present, and only upon the prior approval of the principal or one of his superiors
unless the health or safety of the students will be endangered by the delay which might be caused by these
procedures.

Locker Searches

Student lockers are school property and remain at all times under the control of the school; however, students
are expected to assume full responsibility for the security of their lockers. Periodic general inspections of
lockers may be conducted by school authorities for any reason at any time without notice, without student
consent, and without a search warrant.

Automobile Searches

Students are permitted to park on school premises as a matter of privilege, not of right. The school retains
authority to conduct routine patrols of student parking lots and inspections of the exteriors of student
automobiles on school property. The interiors of student vehicles may be inspected whenever an authorized
school authority has reasonable suspicion to believe that illegal or unauthorized materials are contained
inside. Such patrols and inspections may be conducted without notice, without student consent, and without a
search warrant.

Seizure of lllegal Materials

If a properly conducted search yields illegal or contraband materials, such findings shall be turned over to
proper legal authorities for ultimate disposition. Any other materials of value seized in a properly conducted
search shall be held for safekeeping by the principal or his designee and returned to the parent of the student.

Interrogation
If the interrogation of a student indicates that the completion of this interrogation should be carried out by a

police officer or other legal officer, the principal/school resource officer shall make a reasonable attempt to
notify the parents (except in cases of suspected child abuse or neglect by the parent) and give them an
opportunity to be present at the time of questioning.

Unannounced Visits by Local, State, or Federal Authorities
Local, state, and federal agencies shall be allowed to make periodic, unannounced visits to any school in the
Limestone County School system for the purpose of detecting the presence of illegal drugs.

SOURCE Limestone County Board of Education
ADOPTED: December 2, 2002
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CLASSIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS AND SANCTIONS

It is fundamental that an orderly school have clearly defined behaviors to which students must conform. Non-

conformity to these behaviors becomes a violation of the Code of Student Conduct. Violations are grouped

into three classes (Class I, Class Il, and Class lll) which range from the least serious to the most serious.

Appropriate school personnel shall investigate, verify, and take the necessary action to resolve student

misconduct. After determining a violation and the classification of the violation, the principal or designee

should implement the appropriate sanction. Violations apply to student conduct on a school campus, at school-

related events, or while being transported to or from school or school-related events.

Class | Violations

1.01  Distraction of other students.

1.02 Intimidation of a student/hazing/harassment.

1.03  Unauthorized organizations.

1.04  Tardiness.

1.05 Non-direct use of profane language or obscene manifestation (See 2.08).

1.06  Non-conformity to dress code.

1.07  Disruption on a school bus or at school bus stops.

1.08 Inappropriate public display of affection.

1.09  Cutting class or truancy.

1.10  Refusal to complete class assignments.

1.11  Failure to follow appropriate directives from a local board of education employee.

1.12  Unauthorized use of school or personal property.

1.13  Littering of school property.

1.14  Any other violation which the principal may deem reasonable to fall within this category after
investigation and consideration of extenuating circumstances.

Class | Sanctions
1. Conference with the student.

2. Verbal reprimand.

3. Withdrawal of privilege(s).

4. Parent conference(s).

5. Demerit(s).

6. Temporary removal from class.

7. Detention.

8. In-school suspension.

9. Other sanction(s) as approved by the local board of education to include corporal punishment.
10. Placement in the Alternative Education Program.

Class Il Violations

2.01 Refusal to follow appropriate directive from a local board of education employee.

2.02  Vandalism/property damage to include throwing objects that can cause bodily injury or property
damage.

2.03  Theft of property.

2.04  Gambling.

2.05 Possession of stolen property with the knowledge that it is stolen.

2.06  Threats/extortion/coercion/blackmail.

2.07  Trespassing.

2.08 Direct use of profane language or obscene manifestation (verbal, written, gesture directed toward
another person) (See 1.05) to include name-calling, ethnic slurs, or derogatory statements addressed
publicly to others that may precipitate disruption of the school program or incite violence.

2.09 Repeated direct or non-direct use of profane language or obscene manifestations.

2.10  Unauthorized leaving of the school premises.

2.11  Written or verbal proposition to engage in sexual acts.

2.12  Inappropriate touching of another person.

2.13  Possession of and/or use of matches or lighters; possession of or igniting of firecrackers/fireworks/
devices.

2.14  Possession of and/or use of unauthorized communication devices including electronic pagers and
cellular telephones.

2.15  Any other violation which the principal may deem reasonable to fall within this category after
investigation and consideration of extenuating circumstances.
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CLASSIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS AND SANCTIONS
Continued

Class Il Sanctions

Temporary removal from class.

Detention.

In-school suspension.

Placement in the Alternative Education Program.

Out-of-school suspension.

Transfer.

Referral to outside agency.

Recommendation of expulsion.

Any sanction(s) included in Class | and other sanction(s) as approved by the local board of education.

CoNoUA~WNPE

Class lll Violations

3.01 Arson.

3.02 Robbery.

3.03  Theft of property.

3.04  Burglary of school property/breaking and entering.

3.05  Criminal mischief.

3.06 Making a bomb threat.

3.07  Sexual offense or harassment.

3.08 Fighting.

3.09 Inciting or participating in major student disorder by use of passive resistance, noise, threat, fear,
intimidation, coercion, violence, picket, sit-in, boycott or walk-out.

3.10  Unjustified activation of fire alarm system or fire extinguisher.

3.11  Assault on another person (student, teacher, staff member, visitor, etc.).

3.12  Possession of any weapon, knife, gun, instrument or article that might be injurious to a person or
property.

3.13  Preparing, possessing and/or igniting explosive device.

3.14  Possession, sale, and/or use of a tobacco product.

3.15 Unlawful sale, purchase, furnishing or giving, or possession of a drug or drug paraphernalia or
alcoholic beverage.

3.16  Any other offense which the principal may deem reasonable to fall within this category after
investigation and consideration of extenuating circumstances.

3.17  Crimes as defined under the laws of the city, state of Alabama, or United States

Class Il Sanctions

Out-of-school suspension.

Transfer.

Placement in the Alternative Education Program.

Referral to outside agency, including the criminal justice system.

Recommendation of expulsion.

Restitution of property and damages where appropriate.

Any sanction(s) included in Classes | and Il and other sanction(s) as approved by the local Board of
Education.

Nogkrwdbr
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Suspensions

Principalés Responsibility to Maintain Order
Principals are charged with the responsibility of general student conduct and behavior regulations. Such

discipline may include suspension from school. The principal or assistant principal shall notify the parent prior
to sending the student home during the school day. If the parent cannot be contacted, the student shall be

kept at school until the end of the school day.

A suspension notice explaining the suspension will be sent home with the student at the end of the school day.
A |letter shall also be sent to the parent or guardi an

the school presents danger to the student or to other persons or property, the student may be summarily
suspended from the campus without parent notification.)

Students who fight, provoke a fight, or assault a student will be subject to an outside suspension. In the event

a student faces suspension, one of the following procedures shall be used:

1) In-School Suspension 8 In-school suspension is a structured disciplinary action in which the student
is isolated or removed from regular classroom activities but is not dismissed from the school setting.
The principal has the authority to assign students to the in-school suspension program for a
reasonable and specified period of time. The student will be required to do assignments developed by
the studentoés regul ar t e dyctihegnnsipal wReaaver a dtuslentvisiassigned e n
to in-school suspension. The removal of a student from class under these procedures for the
remainder of the subject period or school day with placement in another room or place on the school
premises shall not be considered a short-term suspension and shall not come under the rules and

procedures governing suspension.

2) Short-Term Suspension: 10 Days or Less i In such cases, the principal or assistant principal shall
inform the Superintendent of the circumstances and of the action taken. The principal or assistant

principal shall advise the student in writing of the charge.

a. If the student denies the charges, the principal or assistant principal shall explain the evidence

against the student and give the stude nt an opportunity to
story.

presen

b. If, on the basis of this discussion, the official believes the student is guilty of the misconduct
charged, and that suspension is the appropriate punishment under the circumstances, the

principal or assistant principal may suspend the student for 10 school days or less.

3) Expulsion/Long-Term Suspension: More Than 10 School Days 8 Board action would be requested by
principal. Where the alleged misconduct of a student would, if proved, warrant a suspension/expulsion
of more than 10 school days, or the remainder of the school term, the following procedure shall be
provided prior to the suspension. Prior to the hearing outlined below, the student may be suspended

for up to 5 school days if the procedures for a short-term suspension are followed:

a. Notice of Charges: The student and the student s

paren

writing of the specific charges against the student. These charges must be stated clearly
enough for the student and the parent to understand the grounds of the charges and to be

able to prepare a defense.
b. Notice of Nature of Testimony and Witnesses: The student and

the st

guardian shall be advised of the nature of the evidence against the student and be provided

the names of any witnesses whose testimony may be used against the student.
c. Notice of Hearing: The student and the studentds

parent

date of a hearing to be held before the Board within 5 school days of the imposition of short-
term suspension. The date of the hearing may be advanced at the request of the student or

postponed on the showing of reasonable grounds.

d. Notice of Right to Present Evidence: At the time notice of the hearing is given to the
student and the studentds parents or guardian

evidence to rebut the charges against the hearing.

e. Hearing: The Student is entitled to a hearing before the Limestone County School Board.
The school principal shall present the case for school advocating long-term
suspension/expulsion of the student and shall present evidence through witnesses and/or

documentary evidence relevant to the charges.
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Suspensions
Continued

f. Adult Representation: The student, or his or her parent or guardian, may be represented
and/or assisted at the hearing by a lawyer or other adult. A parent or guardian who is unable
to attend the hearing may designate another
absence. Notification of the representativedos
or the representative shall furnish evidence of appointment at the time of the hearing.

g. Right to Present Evidence: At t he hearing t he student 6s
representative shall have the right to present withnesses and documentary evidence to refute
the charges.

h. Expulsion/Suspension Order: T h e B o a rsibd shall heebased on evidence presented
at the hearing. If the evidence supports the charges against the student, an expulsion order
appropriate to the charges and the facts established may be issued. Written notice of the
decision shall be sent promptly bythe Superi ntendent 6s aHefparemteand o t
the principal. Long-term suspension/expulsion requires approval of the Board for a student to
return or attend any school under this jurisdiction.

i. Recording: The hearing shall be tape recorded.

4) Alternative School 8 The Alternative School was created and operates so that students who face
disciplinary action may have an alternative to expulsion or other long-term removal from the school
system. The school hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Parent(s) or legal guardian(s) must
accompany the student to the school and remain with the student during the placement meeting on
the first day of the Alternative School Assignment. Transportation to and from the Alternative
School must be provided by the parents/guardians or by an adult family member. Students are
not allowed to drive or walk to or from campus.

The following code of student conduct will be maintained during placement at the Alternative School:
Student will sit in desk properly.

Desks cannot be moved for any reason.

Student s wor k areas wil|l remain cl ean.
Student will not leave his or her desk for any reason without permission.

Student will work on home school assignments during class hours. Sitting without working
does not constitute a work day.

Rebellion, disrespect, and refusal of orders are not tolerated.

There will be no eating or drinking except during the lunch break.

Students are allowed one supervised bathroom break in the morning and one in the afternoon.
Students will observe the same dress code stated in the student handbook.

All rides will be arranged ahead of time. Students may not use the telephone.

Students are not allowed on any school campus or at any Limestone County school activity
until the term of Alternative School placement has been completed.

I.  Students will not compete in any extra-curricular activity while placed in Alternative School.

P20 T®
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Any misconduct or violation of the rules will result in disciplinary actions and additional
days added to Alternative School assignment.

5) Suspension of Disabled Students 8 Wher e t he student és behav
suspension/expulsion, the following provisions shall apply:
a. Suspension

i. A short term suspension, up to (10) consecutive scholastic days, may be used for any
one disciplinary incident for a student with disabilities.

ii. Suspension which results in more than ten (10) consecutive scholastic days in
duration or a series of suspensions that are each of ten (10) scholastic days or fewer
in duration that creates a pattern of exclusion, is considered a significant change in
placement and will require due process through IEP Committee action.

ii. On the 11th day, services will be provided.



Suspensions
Continued

b. Expulsion 8 Total removal fromast udent 6és current educational
disabilities may not be expelled from school for any misbehavior that has a direct and
significant relationship to that studentdés ar
that the behavior in question does not have a direct and significant relationship to the student;
however, a complete cessation of educational services is not permissible. Expulsion
constitutes a change in placement which requires due process through IEP committee action.

c. Student Status During Proceedings & If administrative or judicial remedy is requested as a
result in a change of placement, the student with disabilities involved in the issue must remain
in his/her present educational placement. If the education agency believes the student with
disabilities poses an immediate threat to the safety of himself/herself or others, then the
education agency may request injunctive relief from a court of competent jurisdiction to have
the student temporarily removed from the present educational placement until the issue is
resolved.

Enrollment of Suspended Students

Any student who has been suspended from a school of this System is not eligible to attend any other
school within the System until eligible to return to his or her regular school. Any student who has been
suspended from another System will not be permitted to enroll in the system until eligible to re-enroll in his or
her former System or until the Board or the Superintendent has reviewed the prior suspension and determines
that the suspension was illegal or improperly given.

Detention

Any teacher or principal may detain a student before or after regular school hours, or on a Saturday, as
long as the parents of such student have been given one day prior written notice. In emergency situations,
parents must be contacted immediately. Lunch detention is permitted; however, students must be allowed to
eat lunch. Parents shall be notified when students have been assigned lunch detention.

Expulsion

Any student 14 years of age or older who has been convicted of a felony and whose continued presence in
school constitutes a clear threat to the safety of other students or employees may be permanently expelled
from attending the Limestone County Public School System. The procedure for long-term
suspension/expulsion of students shall be followed in the expulsion of any student.
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State Law on Safe School and Drug Free Schools
Alabama Code 16-1-24.1 (Edited)

The legislature finds a compelling public interest in ensuring that schools are made safe and drug-free
for all students and school employees. The legislature finds the need for a comprehensive safe school
and drug-free school policy to be adopted by the State Board of Education.

The principal shall notify appropriate law enforcement officials when any person violates Board of
Education policy concerning drugs, alcohol, weapons, physical harm to another person, or threatened
physical harm to a person. If any criminal charge is warranted arising from the conduct, the principal
is authorized to sign the appropriate warrant. If that person is a student enrolled in any public school
in the State of Alabama, the local school system shall immediately suspend that person from attending
regular classes and schedule a hearing at the earliest possible date, which shall not be later than five

(5) school days.

If a person is found to have violated a local board of education policy concerning drugs, alcohol,
weapons, physical harm to a person, or threatened physical harm to a person, the person may not be
readmitted to the public schools of this state until (1) criminal charges or offenses arising from the
conduct, if any, have been disposed of by appropriate authorities and (2) the person has satisfied all
other requirements imposed by the local board of education as a condition for readmission.

Any person determined to be guilty of an offense involving drugs, alcohol, weapons, physical harm to
a person, or threatened physical harm to a person, may be readmitted to the public schools of this
state upon such conditions as the local board of education shall prescribe for preservation of the
safety or security of students and employees of the local school board, which may include, but are not
limited to, psychiatric or psychological evaluation and counseling.

Students and parents should be aware that all threats to do physical harm will be
taken seriously regardless of the intent. Any physical threats will result in no less
than an outside suspension.
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CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM

The Limestone County Child Nutrition Program provides a food service program under the USDA National
School Lunch Program. At each school, a breakfast and lunch program are provided. All students receive a
copy of the monthly menu from their schools.

The dietary guidelines are followed to promote a healthy life-style for students and staff. The meals are
planned to follow the State guidelines and provide 554 calories for K-12 for breakfast and 664 calories for
lunch K-6 and 825 calories for 7-12 for lunch. Extra food items are available for individual sale to provide extra
calories.

Applications for free and reduced-price meals are available at each school. Families who receive Food
Stamps (SNAP) automatically receive free breakfast and lunch meals for students but must complete an
application if they were not on Food Stamps (SNAP) in July prior to the school year.

Alabama Department of Education Nutrition Guidelines:

Effective the beginning of the 2006/2007 school year, all foods and beverages on the school campus from all
sources (cafeteria meals and a la carte items, vending machines, school stores, classrooms, school parties,
fundraisers, etc.) shall follow the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. Schools should not establish policies,
class schedules, bus schedules or other barriers that directly or indirectly restrict access to and completion of
breakfast and lunch meals. Foods sold through vending machines, cafeteria snack items, and school stores
wi || follow the Al abamaéds Act i-d5ouriceservindetlesetsiagks afei tbss
than 10% Daily Value of total fat; have less than 30 grams of carbohydrate; have less than 360 mg of sodium;
contain 5% Daily Value or more of at least one: Vitamin A, Vitamin C, iron, or calcium; and, contain 5% daily
value of fiber. No one on the schoal Adamrpws fwioldls
minimal nutritional value according to USDA. This includes any food or beverage listing sugar or high fructose
corn syrup as the first ingredient on school premises until after the last scheduled class. This includes school
parties. Food and beverages offered in school concession stands after school has been dismissed and
students have been transported home, do not have to follow these guidelines. These guidelines are subject to
change from the State Superintendent.

CHARGE POLICY FOR THE CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM

POLICY EEG

It is the intent of the Limestone County Board of Education that the Child Nutrition Program follows the Federal
and State requirements for the collection of funds for all food programs.

According to the Constitution of Alabama, Section 94, amended 112, NO MEALS CAN BE CHARGED in the
Child Nutrition Program by student, adult, or visitors.

According to the State Child Nutrition Program Policy memorandum 89-1, October 14, 1988, the Child
Nutrition Program is required to feed students in Kindergarten through third grade and all designated special
education students and 504 students of any age with a disability. Principals may wish to set up a cash fund
from non-public funds such as PTA/PTO or other clubs to pay for K-3 and designated special education
students and 504 students of any age when they do
the student goes through the serving line. These students are to receive the regular menu for that day. No a
la carte or extra portions can be bought with the borrowed money. Records of all charges and repayments
shall be maintained at the school. Charges shall be collected from the parent/guardian and/or student by the
end of the school year. If these charges are not collected from the parent/guardian or student, the Child
Nutrition Fund shall be reimbursed from non-public sources from the Limestone County Board of Education.
USDA requires that uncollected charges shall not be paid by the Child Nutrition Program federal funds.

73

parnc

not



The Child Nutrition Program is not required to feed regular students in grades four through twelve when they
do not have any money to pay for their food. Students in grades four through twelve may call their
parent/guardian for money or a sack meal. Due to Federal Regulations, no carbonated beverages are allowed
in the school cafeteria.

No adults or visitors shall charge meals or a la carte items or borrow money from the non-public school fund.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: June 1, 1998
AMENDED: June 25, 2007

Worthless Checks

If any checks received for the Child Nutrition Program have insufficient funds, the checks will automatically go
to an outside company. This company will charge $30.00 to each check writer for processing an insufficient
check. This charge will be against the check writer's bank account. The money for the check will be sent to
the Child Nutrition Program account from the outside company. A list of these check writers is available to the
Child Nutrition Program and this information is provided to each school office and cafeteria. According to
Policy EEK, Worthless Checks amended May 2, 2005: Each local school and system program shall
maintain a list of individuals that have submitted bad checks in order to prevent the receipt of any
further checks from these individuals. The individual will remain on the list for a period of one
calendar year from the date the check was returned.

COMPETITIVE FOODS

POLICY EEF

It is the intent of the Limestone County Board of Education that no foods or drinks be sold in competition with
the Child Nutrition Program (CNP).

To assure that the intent of this policy is carried forward, the following specific rules are to be followed
concerning food and drink sales at each campus of the Limestone County Schools:

1) Except for those items offered in conjunction with the school meals and offered by the Child Nutrition
Program, the selling of food and drinks, whether from concessions, vending machines or individuals, is
prohibited on all school campuses during breakfast and lunch meal times.

2) No foods, except for individually packed lunches for students and staff, are to be brought into the
l unchroom during the school 6s meal peri od.

3) The sale of all meals and food items involving food purchased by Child Nutrition Program funds or
USDA Donated Foods is to accrue to the Child Nutrition Program

4) According to the Alabama State Competitive Foods Policy updated by USDA September 2002,
revenue from any food or drink sale anywhere on campus during the breakfast or lunch meal periods is
to accrue to the Child Nutrition Program account.

It is the further intent and policy of the Board that no foods of minimal nutritional value, as defined by the

United States Department of Agriculture, be sold in competition with foods identified as contributing towards

the nutritional needs of youth. Carbonated beverages, soda water and soft drinks are specifically

prohibited in the lunchroom during the periods of meal service.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Atheklabama

FEDERAL REF: 7CFR Agriculture, Chapter Il, Food and Nutrition Service, Department of Agriculture,
Subchapter A Child Nutrition Programs, Part 2l ®ational School Lunch Program

STATE REF:  November 6, 2001 Meorandum from Dr. Robert L. Morton, State Superintendent

ADOPTED: September 3, 1987

AMENDED: December 4, 2006

74



AOFFER V. SERVEDO POLI CY FOR THE

POLICY EEA

It is the intent of the Limestone County Board of Education that the Child Nutrition Program of the Limestone
County School System operates in an economical and efficient manner AND provides nutritious meals to the
students and employees.

Through contracts and agreements with the State Department of Education and the United States Department
of Agriculture and by the providing of a system-wide director, it is the aim of the Board of Education that
continued study, investigation, research and innovation in the field of nutrition and food service inure to the
benefit of all students and employees and the economic well being of the Child Nutrition Program.

In order to help control food waste without depriving the student of that food which he or she might eat, the

Limestone County Board of Education, under the provisions of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981

e x t e ndgffertvédisels sérved0 pr ovi si on to all grades which wil!/
two of the five required food items at lunch and one of the four required food items at breakfast which they do

not intend to eat.

The choice of fewer items or smaller portions served of food items that the student does not intend to eat does
not relieve non-needy students from paying the full price of the lunch or those students determined eligible for
reduced-priced lunches from paying the full reduced-price charge. If the student chooses less than three
required food items at lunch or breakfast, the price for the food items shall be a la carte.

The Limestone County employees involved in the administration and production of the Child Nutrition Program
shall put forth their best effort to make all items of the school lunch and breakfast acceptable to the students.

C
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Each school shall i mpoffez vesusservaddo d ppobi ssbnt he hHodlandas| at e

stipulated in Amendment 23 of the National School Lunch Program Regulation, effective June 3, 1976; the

1977 Amendments to the National School Lunch Act; and the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981
SOURCE: Limestone County Board &ducation

ADOPTED: September 18, 1996

LEGALREF: AiOmni bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 19810

AMENDED: April 26, 2001
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THE LIMESTONE COUNTY STUDENT HANDBOOK DOES NOT CONTAIN ALL
OF THE LIMESTONE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM POLICIES.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT

PoLicy CAA

It shall be the policy of the School District to recruit and select for employment the best qualified applicant for
each position within the School District without regard to sex, race, religion, belief, national origin, ethnic
group, or handicapping condition.

SOURCE: Limestone County Bod of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: August 1, 1974
AMENDED: September 23, 1982

The following persons have been appointed to coordinate Policy CAA compliance efforts:

Title IX Jan Tribble, Secondary Curriculum Director
Title VI Mike Owens, Assistant Superintendent
Section 504/ADA Tara Bachus, Special Education Director

PUBLIC USE OF STUDENT RECORDS

POLICY KLB

All information regarding students and their families shall be collected, maintained, and disseminated under
such safeguards as are necessary to comply with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. The
Board shall require adherence to the provisions of the said Act.

To that end, student records shall not be made available to any outside person or agency unless it is in the
best interest of the student or his or her family. The principal shall be responsible for determining to whom
information maintained in student records may be released.

The following individuals or agencies may be granted access to all student record information: authorized
representatives of the Comptroller General of the United States, the Secretary of the United States
Department of Education, the Alabama Department of Education, appropriate community agencies involved in
handling student health and safety, agencies requiring information in connection with student application for
receipt of financial aid, all courts.

In addition, military personnel and colleges and universities will have access to directory information for the
purpose of recruiting. Directory information can be made available without prior consent of the parent.

ADirectory I nformationo shall consist of the student

level, participation in officially recognized activities, weight and height of athletes, and awards and honors.

An exception form will be included in the annual student handbook thereby giving the student and/or the
parents the opportunity to request that such information not be distributed. An exception form will need to be
completed at the beginning of each school year if a parent or guardian wishes for directory information not to
be distributed for that year.

e

No member of the professional staff shall g pbuisigle then f o r

school staff, except the studentds parents or | egal

SOURCE: Limestone County Boamf Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: August 1, 1974
AMENDED: January 11, 1999
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VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL

PoLicy KM

The Limestone County Board of Education encourages
protection of our children, all parents and visitors must observe the following procedures:

A.

B.

1) All parents and visitors must check in at the office. All visitors must always report directly to the
office if they are in the building for classroom visitation, delivering articles and messages to
students or reporting as a volunteer;

2) As a courtesy to the teacher, it is suggested that an appointment be made for all visitations.
Contacting the teacher by note or telephone, at least one day in advance is recommended. If it is
not possible to contact the teacher before or after school hours, the office should be contacted by
telephone or note to arrange for a visit;

3) Classroom visitations are not a time for teacher-parent conferences. Parents should not expect
teachers to conference with them at these times. The regular school program must continue
during such visits.

4) Our schools value the concept of parents as partners in education. Parent and community
support and assistance are vital in all facets of the school program. Parents and community
members are especially welcome to observe students in the academic setting through special
activities and events taking place in the schools. Parents may also participate directly in the
instructional program through volunteer work, field trips, school advisory council and committees
and individual teacher/parent conferences.

Classroom Observation by Parents of Students Currently Enrolled in the School i Parents of currently
enrolled students or prospective students may wish to set up individual classroom or school visitations.
Principals should use the following in setting up parent visitations:
1) The parent should:

Make the request to the principal at least 24 hours prior to the proposed visit;
State the purpose of the visit;
Sign in at the office and be escorted to the classroom;
Stay no longer than one class period;
Refrain from engaging the attention of teacher or students through conversation or other
means;

f.  Return to the office for a brief conference with the principal at the end of the visit.
2) The principal or his/her designee should:
Arrange the time and date of the observation with the teacher;
Inform the parent of the arrangements;
Escort the parent to the classroom;
Provide the parent with copies of textbooks and other pertinent instructional materials;
Confer with the parent at the end of the visit;
Parent(s) of only one student should be scheduled to observe at a given time.

PooTo
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Visitations by Parents of Prospective Students i Parental decisions with regard to location of residence
often revolve around educational programs. It is desirable that the parents be provided a comprehensive
view of school programs, as they are implemented in the individual schools. Since a one-time visit to an
individual classroom can result in a narrow view of the total program, it is essential that parents of
prospective students be provided broader opportunities that afford an overview of the entire curricular
program. Principals should follow the guidelines listed below in responding to requests from parents of
prospective students:
1) Assign a counselor or administrative staff member to present an overview of the program for the
parent.
2) Provide the visitor printed material concerning the program.
3) Give the visitor a guided tour of the facility.
4) When appropriate, take the visitor into several classrooms where different classes and varied
types of instruction are in progress.
5) At all times, visitors should be treated in a warm and friendly manner and understand that they
and their children are welcome.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education
ADOPTED: September 8, 1998
AMENDED: Noventer 1, 2004
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TECHNOLOGICAL EQUIPMENT T STUDENT ACCEPTABLE USE

POLICY IFBG-B

Computer Use

The term ficomputerod as used in this document, i s inte
herein, means the computer itself along with all of the accessories and peripherals used in connection with the
computer such as, but not limited to, the servers, backup drivers, backup disk, network servers,
communication servers, modems, Internet access software, CD ROMS, CD drives, printers, software, stored

data, computer hardware, e-mail, and any and all data and programs used on the computers.

All use of computers must be in support of education, research, or business applications consistent with the
purposes of Limestone County Schools. Students are to adhere to these acceptable use practices and any
other acceptable use guidelines devised by the local school.

This acceptable use policy will be distributed to every Limestone County student and parent/guardian. A
signed permission form must be on file in the permanent record folder before access to computers is granted.

1) Computer accounts are to be used only by the authorized owner of the account for the authorized
purpose.

2) The illegal installation or use of copyrighted software for use on system-owned computers is
strictly prohibited. Individual schools or the school system must possess appropriate license(s)
before copyrighted software may be installed or used. The purchaser may utilize one backup
working copy of licensed software.

3) Users shall not intentionally seek information on, obtain copies of, or modify files, other data, or
passwords belonging to other users, or misrepresent other users on the computer or network.

4) Any use of computers for commercial or for profit purposes is prohibited.

5) Extensive use of computers for personal activities is prohibited.

6) All communications and information stored on computers owned or operated by Limestone County
Schools shall be considered property of Limestone County Schools.

7) No use of the computer shall seek to disrupt the use of computers by others.

8) Malicious use of the computer to develop programs that harass other users or infiltrate a computer
and/or damage the software components of the computer is prohibited.

9) Anti-social behaviors (harassment, discriminatory remarks, etc.) are prohibited on the computer.
The computer will not be used to access Internet sites or to some programs which are offensive,
illegal or otherwise not suitable or proper for use in the Limestone County School System.

10) Use of computers to access or process files dangerous to the integrity of the individual computers
(i.e., viruses) is prohibited.

1)From time to time, Li mestone County Schooliogsd pe
as to whether specific uses of computers are consistent with acceptable use policies.
12) Limestone County Schoolper sonnel reserve the right to remov

13) Limestone County Schools reserves the right to amend these Acceptable Use Policies.

14) In the event that technological equipment is damaged, the principal will determine who is
responsible for repair or replacement.

15) Limestone County School students will be subject to disciplinary action for violation of the AUP.
Penalties for students who violate this will be commensurate with those outlined in the student
code of conduct.

81



TECHNOLOGICAL EQUIPMENT i STUDENT ACCEPTABLE USE
POLICY IFBG-B
Continued

Internet

Students have access to the Internet. To gain access to the Internet, all students under the age of 18 must
provide a signed parental permission form to the school office. Students 18 and over may sign their own

forms.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Students are responsible for good behavior on school computers just as they are in a classroom
or a school hallway. Communications on the Internet are often public in nature. General school
rules for behavior and communications apply. Internet access is provided for students to conduct
research and communicate with others. Access to network services is given to students who
agree to act in a considerate and responsible manner. Parent permission is required. Access is a
privilege 7 not a right. Access entails responsibility.

Il ndi vidual users of t he systemods comput erand
communications over those networks. It is presumed that users will comply with Board standards.
Beyond the clarification of such standards, the district is not responsible for restricting, monitoring,
or controlling the communications of individuals utilizing the network.

Computer storage areas may be treated like school lockers. School administrators may review
files and communications to maintain system integrity and to insure that users are using the
system responsibly. Users should not expect that files stored on computers would be private.

The following are examples of behaviors that are not permitted. This list should not be considered
exhaustive:

Sending, displaying, or collecting offensive messages or pictures.

Using obscene language

Harassing, insulting, or attacking others

Damaging computers, computer systems, or computer networks

Violating copyright laws

Using anotherds password

Trespassing in anotherdéds folders, work, or
Intentionally wasting limited resources

Employing the network for commercial purposes

TT@Tmoa0 T

Violations may result in a loss of access as well as other disciplinary or legal action.

net.\

fil

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Echtion, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: August 3, 1998
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DRUG TESTING FOR PARTICIPANTS IN BOARD SPONSORED SPORTS
OR CHEERLEADING

POLICY IDFB

The Limestone County Board of Education (the Board) recognizes student athletes as assets to our sports and
acade mi ¢ education process. Student athletes are maj
education to students. This policy statement sets f
drugs. The Board reserves the right to depart from this policy when it deems it appropriate except where
prohibited by law. The guidelines contained in this document may be changed by the Board at any time.
Students, however, will be informed of any changes.

The purpose of this policy is to create and maintain a safe, drug free environment for student athletes to
reduce the likelihood of injury to students, to minimize the likelihood that school property will be used for
improper activities and to protect the reputation of the school system.

The Boar d requires t hat al | student athletes (-t2ewwho n e d
participate in any Board sponsored sport or cheerl ea
events without prohibited substances in their system. Prohibited substances are defined as amphetamines,
barbiturates, cocaine, marijuana, opiates, THC, alcohol and anabolic steroids. No student athlete shall use
these prohibited substances while participating in any sports practices or competitive events. Student athletes
must inform their coach or assistant coach when they are legitimately taking medication which may affect their
ability to practice or compete in order to avoid creating safety problems and to remain in compliance with this
policy.

Enforcement
All student athletes will be required to submit to an initial round of urine testing. A sample will be collected and
split. If the first test is positive for a prohibited substance, the second half of the first sample collected will be
tested. If the second half of this split sample is positive, the student will be ineligible for the remainder of the
school year. If the second half of the split sample is negative, another sample will be collected for testing. If
that test is positive, the student will not be allowed to participate for the remainder of the school year. If the
second test is negative, the student will be allowed to participate. Student athletes who refuse to take the test
will be declared ineligible for the remainder of the school year. The Board shall bear the cost of all fees in
regard to testing of student athletes.

After the initial round of testing each student athlete may be subject to random testing during the school year
for prohibited substances. No notification of random testing will be made during the school year.

In the event any random test is positive, the testing laboratory shall notify the designee of the result. The
designee shall then inform the students and his or her custodial parents to explain the results of the test. A
meeting should be held for that purpose within 24 hours of notification. If the random test is positive, the
student will be barred from participation in student athletics for one calendar year from the time of the positive
test.
Consent Form
(The required form is included at the back of this handbook.)

Each student athlete will be required to sign a consent form before participation in student athletics for any
school year. At the time that the consent form is provided, over the counter drugs and prescription drugs used
by the student are to be listed on the consent form. By this form, the student shall consent to sampling, testing
and analysis of urine for the initial testing round and at any time the student is randomly selected for drug
testing during the school year. Failure of the student and the custodial parent or guardian to sign the consent
form makes the student athlete ineligible for participation.

After student athletes receive an initial test showing no prohibited drugsarepr esent i n the stuc
student will be allowed to participate in student athletics.

Students who patrticipate in more than one sport will be required to comply at one testing procedure at the
beginning of the school year regardless of the number of sports. However, each such student will be subject
to random testing at any time during the year.

The results of testing will not be made known to any school official other than those with a need to know. The
principal and coach and/or sponsor will be notified in cases where the student is not longer eligible to

participate in student athletics.
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DRUG TESTING FOR PARTICIPANTS IN BOARD SPONSORED SPORTS OR

CHEERLEADING
POLICY IDFB
Continued

Rehabilitation Option

In the event that a student tests positive and/or is declared ineligible, a rehabilitation opportunity will be open
to him or her in order to regain eligibility. If the student is determined to be a Level | offender, he or she will
have the option of enrolling in a drug program at the Recovery Center for Teens through the Mental Health
Center of North Central Alabama in Decatur. All costs for the program will be the responsibility of the

studentds family. Upon successful compl etion ordg t he
testing, the student will be able to regain eligibility after nine weeks. The opportunity for rehabilitation will be
available only one time and only for first-time Level | offenders. A second offense will result in automatic
ineligibility for the remainder of the year.
SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: July 1, 1996
AMENDED: March 7, 2005
MEDICATION POLICY
POLICY JGCB-A also GCRA-RA
All medications to be administered at school will be brought to the appropriate office and safe guarded in a
locked area as designated by the nurse. The parent/guardian must sign the Limestone County School System
Administration of Medication Form granting permission for the child to receive medication at school. The State
Department of Education Medication Form must be used for all prescription medications (short- and long-
term duration) and over the counter medications.
e The parent/guardian must provide the school with medication that is in an original labeled prescription
bottle/container.
e The parent/guardian must provide the school with a new signed statement if medication orders are
changed during the school year.
e The parent/guardian or the parent designated responsible adult shall deliver all medication to the
school nurse.
e The parent/ guardian shall pick up studentdés medic

at school after the course of administration or at the end of the school year will be destroyed by school
personnel if not picked up by a parent.

e The parent/guardian shall give the first dose of a new medication at home in case of a possible allergic
reaction.

e The Limestone County school nurses will work with the school to set up safe and effective guidelines
in medication administration.

e Over the Counter (OTC) medications should only be given for chronic health conditions.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: February 7, 2005 (Emergency Passage)

ADOPTED: April 4, 2005 (Formal Passage)

AMENDED: April 7, 2008 (Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: June 12, 2008 (Formal Passage)
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WORTHLESS CHECKS

POLICY EEK also DR

The local school principal or other school system administrator must exercise due diligence in the acceptance
of checks and in the collection of checks returned due to insufficient funds (NSF). Each local school and
system program shall maintain a list of individuals that have submitted bad checks in order to prevent the
receipt of any further checks from these individuals. The individual will remain on the list for a period of one
calendar year from the date the check was returned. The list will be distributed to all appropriate schools.
Uncollected checks may not be written off. The local school or school system must take necessary actions to
collect the face value of the check plus any fees and document those actions.

A NSF check fee should be charged to the check writer (whether collected or not.) The purpose of this fee is
to cover any expenses incurred in collecting checks and to cover the actual face value of any uncollected
checks. The Chief School Finance Officer shall set the amount of the NSF check fee at the beginning of each
school year and it shall be charged on all NSF checks system wide.

The local school principal or system administrator (i.e. CNP Director, CSFO, etc.) shall make a concerted
effort to collect the NSF checks. The following methods shall be used:

1. Collection by an outside vendor, approved by the CSFO, shall be used by the entire system. NSF
checks shall be automatically referred to the vendor when refused by the bank on which they are
written.

2. If the outside vendor is unable to collect on the NSF check, the check shall be returned to the local
school or system administrator responsible for the program the check was presented to. The
principal or system administrator should i mmedi
example of this form which should be produced on letterhead) by certified or registered mail,
addressed to the check signer (not the name in the top left hand corner of the check). The bad-
check writer has ten (10) days to remit to the writer of the letter the face value of the check plus
the service charge as prescribed by law. If the certified letter is returned to the administrator, no
waiting period shall be required. Names of bad check writers should periodically be distributed to
all employees receiving monies at each school to reduce the number of repeat offenders.

3. If the bad check amount plus the service charge is not paid within ten (10) days of the confirmation
of the receipt of the certified letter, the proper forms and information shall be completed and the
check shall be turned over to the District Attorney for collection.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education
ADOPTED: October 7, 2004 (Emergency Passage)
ADOPTED: December 6, 2004

AMENDED: March 7, 2005 (Emergency Passage)
AMENDED: May 2, 2005Formal Passage)

STUDENT CLASS RANKING

POLICY IDCG

The Grade Point Average (GPA) will be used when determining student class rankings. If there is a tie using
the GPA, then and only then will the numerical average (carried to the appropriate number of decimal places)
be used in order to break the tie.

Example 1:
If student A has a GPA of 4.1 and student B has a GPA of 4.0, then student A is ranked first.

Example 2:

If student A has a GPA of 4.1 and student B has a GPA of 4.1, then there is a tie. If student A has a numerical
average of 95.123 and student B has a numerical average of 95.124, then student B would be ranked first.
SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education

ADOPTED: November 1, 2004
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES, DUAL ENROLLMENT COURSES,

AND ADVANCED COURSES

POLICY IDCF

The Limestone County Board of Education encourages more students to enroll in advanced placement and
advanced course work by weighting grade points for advanced placement courses and for advanced courses.
As a result, the Limestone County students should qualify for more college scholarships based on the grade

point average.

l. Advanced Placement Courses and Dual Enrollment Courses:
A. Course Weights:5 points = A

4 points =B
3 points =C
2 points =D
0 points = F

B. Course Titles*:

C. Fee:

agrpLONE

o

Advanced Placement Science Courses

Advanced Placement Mathematics Courses

Advanced Placement English Courses

Advanced Placement History Courses

Advanced Placement Elective Courses such as those offered through ACCESS
Distance Learning

*Dual Enrollment Course Titles are included in Limestone County Board Policy
IDCE.

If a student decides to take the Advanced Placement Test, he/she must pay the testing fee in
a timely manner for test registration. For questions relating to tuition for Dual Enroliment
courses, please refer to Limestone County Board Policy IDCE.

1. Advanced Courses
A. Course Weights: 4.5 points = A

3.5 points =B
2.5 points=C
1.5 points =D
0.0 points = F

B. Course Titles:

1.
2.

3.

C. Fee:

Advanced English

Algebra |, Advanced Geometry,

Algebra ll/Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus

Advanced Physical Science, Advanced Biology, Chemistry, Human Anatomy and
Physiology, Physics, Genetics

Advanced World History, Advanced American History, Advanced
Government/Economics

Spanish |, Spanish I, Spanish 11l

Other courses as deemed appropriate

No course fee is charged except in the event that a science course is taken via ACCESS
Distance Learning.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education
ADOPTED: February 3, 2003

AMENDED: June 2, 2009 (Formal Passage)
AMENDED: April 5, 2010 (Emergency Passage)

86



STUDENT SCHEDULE CHANGES

Policy IEAA, also JBCCA

Students and parents are expected when selecting and registering for their courses, to make informed choices
and to regard those choices as semester long or yearlong commitments and obligations.

No student and/or parent initiated schedule changes will be made after the fifth (5”‘) day of class begins. If a
request for a student schedule change is made within the first 5 school days after the course begins, the
change will be made if allowed by the master schedule.

After this time period, request for schedule changes in cases involving inappropriate placement of a student in
an academic area, emergency situations, and exceptional cases, will be considered by the administration on
an individual basis.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: November 6, 2006

AMENDED: April 7, 2008 (Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: May 5, 2008 (Formal Passage)

AMENDED: January 12, 2009

ELECTRONIC PAGERS, CELL PHONES, or UNAUTHORIZED COMMUNICATION

DEVICES
POLICY IFBG-AA, also IFBG-BB

Students shall not possess electronic pagers in schools or on school campuses. Cell phones are permitted,
but with the following stipulations:

1. May not be carried or worn on a student, but in elementary grade levels
(KT 6) must be kept in book bags, purses, or other bags allowable within the Code of Conduct.
Must be kept in the locker or car in high school grade levels (77 12) or (67 12).
Must be turned off in school buildings at any time of the school day.
Must be turned off on school campus during the instructional day.
Must be turned off while on school buses.
School administrators may make exceptions as to when and where cell phones may be used based on
extenuating circumstances to serve a school purpose or need.
Cell phones will be confiscated from students who violate this policy and will be returned only to the
parents.

ogkwnN

-

Other electronic communication equipment such as laptops, electronic notebooks, palm computers, personal
digital assistants (PDAs), etc. may be used only by permission of the local school principal. Laptops,
notebooks, palm computers that automatically connect to the internet via wireless pc cards or cell phone
connections are not allowed to be used on school campuses by students. The school assumes no
responsibility for loss, theft, breakage or other misuse of any personal electronic devices.

Students are prohibited from using staff owned laptops, electronic notebooks, palm computers, personal digital
assistants, etc. that are not connected to the Limestone County Board of Education computer network.

Violations (Class Il) of this policy will be handled the same as other similar violations of policies, rules and
procedures by students in school.

Teacher and staff cell phones shall be turned off during the instructional day. Teachers will not allow students
to use teacher owned electronic devices, i.e. pagers, cell phones, laptops, electronic notebooks, palm
computers, personal digital assistants, wireless pc cards, etc.

No one (Students or Staff) is permitted to set up a wireless router without gaining approval from the Limestone
County Technology Director and the local school principal.

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Atheklabama 35611
ADOPTED: October 2, 2006

AMENDED: April 2, 2007 (Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: May 24 2007(Formal Passage

AMENDED: April 7, 2008 (Emergency Passage)

AMENDED: June 12, 2008 (Formal Passage)
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LIMESTONE COUNTY SCHOOLS
STUDENT HANDBOOK

ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

Edition No. 20

Please complete the form below and return the form to school.

l, ;

(Name of Student)
enrolled in School and my parents or
guardian have received and redt tforegoing contents of the 262011 Student Handbook
including the Techology and Internet Acceptable Use Policies and the information regarding the
Emergency Management Authority.

SIGNED

(Student)
SIGNED

(ParentGuardian)
DATE

NOTE: The student and his/her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are to sign the statement above
return this form to school. It wi | | or fotere f i
reference. Signing of this statement does not mean that the student/parent(s) or legal guardiar
agree with the contents of the handbook. The purpose of this page is to acknowledge receipt of t
handbook.
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This is a required form to be signed by parent or legal guardian only.

Limestone County Schools
2010-2011 TECHNOLOGY PERMISSION FORM

PUBLICATION OF STUDENT WORK/PICTURES

| understand that from tirm-time the school may wish to publiskamples of studemprojects,
photographs of studés) and other work on theebsite, or other media (ex. Schooldastrict
website, newspapegic).

Please check one of the options below:

My child's namework andphotographgnay be published on any electronic medsed by the
school or district.

My child's namework and photographsay not be published on any electronic media used by
the school or district.

Student Legal Name (print)

Homeroom: (print) Grade

Parent Name:(print)

Parent Signature:

Date:

Office UseOnly: Send a copy of this completedorm to the Principal, Classroom Teacher,
Counselor, and Technical Specialist
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AlertNow
Automated Calling System

Parents,

This school year the district has signed on wAilertNow, a company that provides
notification servies for emergency broadcasts and parental outreach I@rEducation.

The system is programmed to call up to 5 phone numbers of parents, grandparents, neighbc
etc. for a variety of reasons that impact the safety and academic performance of yous.studer
AlertNow will be used to complement our emergency preparedness procedures and to inform parel
of upcoming school events such as statewide testing.

This system will not replace current modes of school communication. Principals are stil
accessible folive visits, and we will still send home pageased memoranda. Acquisition of the
AlertNowsystem i s intended to reinforce the dis

to parents.

Please list up to 5 numbers to be called in case of enwrgemeneral announcements.
e Please do not list work numbers that are answered by an automated switchboard
receptionist.
e Cell phones, direct lines to you at work, home phone, neighbors, grandparents, etc. are
acceptable.

e Please inform the pesa that you have used his/her number as a contact person.

Student Name:
Student Grade:

Emergency Only

Name: Will be used for Phone Number:
1. Student Absence/General Announcemg ( )
2. Emergency Only ( )
3. Emergency Only ( )
4. Emergency Only ( )
5. «C )
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State of Alabama Department of Education
Health Assessment Record
School Year: -

To Parent or Guardian:

The purpose of this form is to provide the school nur seschaoinuke addi t
may contact you for further information. The information requested is essential for the school nurse to meet the health needs of your child.

This information will be kept strictly confidential.

To be completed by parent/guardian.
PLEASE PRINT. Return to the School Nurse.

Name of Student (Last, First, Middle) Birth Date Sex
Address (Street) Race/Ethnicity

| American Indian | White, not of Hispanic origin
(City and Zip code) | Asian | Hispanic/Latino

| Black, not of Hispanic origin | Other
Home Telephone Number Cell Telephone Number School Grade
Name of Parent/Guardian (Last, First, Middle)
Transportation
| Bus Rider I Car Rider I Special Needs Bus | After School Program

Part | i Health Information

Place where your child receives regular health Type of Insurance your child has:
care;

Health Department Medicaid

i 1

T Hospital Clinic 1 No Insurance

T Community Health Center 1 Private Insurance

T Private Doctor/HMO | ALLkiDs

T Other T Other:

T No regular place

Local Physicianés Name: hone:

Address:
Authorizations:

| | authorize the school nurse, the registered nurse (RN) or licensed practical nurse (LPN), to talk with the physician(s) should

aquestioncomeup about my childds medical condi tions.
| | do NOT authorize the school nurse, the RN or LPN, to talk with the physician(s) should a question come up about my

childés medical conditions.
(I authorize for my child to participate in all school health screenings, such as vision, hearing and scoliosis.
| | authorizetheyearly review of my childés Certificate of Il mmuni zati on (

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Acuity Scale:
Level A Level B Level C Level D
Nursing Dependent Medically Fragile Medically Complex Health Concerns
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State of Alabama Department of Education
Health Assessment Record
School Year: -

Part Il i Medical History

—_—

NO KNOWN HEALTH PROBLEMS

(If no, please go directly to the bottom of the page and provide parent/guardian signature.)

I Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) I Requires medication? (Requires medication authorization from
OR physician)
I Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) I To be given while at school?
I Al | eRegsdSpesiy: I Hives/rash?
Food _ _________/]
Il nsects | I Breathing difficulty?

Environment al
Medi cati ons

—( —( — —(

Epi-pen? (Requires medication authorization from physician)

—_

Ast hma: He/She uses an inhaler at school?(requires authorization from

He/She uses an inhaler at home?

I
I
physician)
I
I

I Bleeding Probl ems: Requires medication? Please explain:

(H emop hili a, Von Will ebrandds, (Requires medication authorization from physician)
I Cancer/ Leukemi a: Please explain:

I Cerebral Palsy: Please explain:

I Cystic Fibrosis: Please explain:

I Dental Probl ems: I Braces? OR Please explain:

D i a hreqtire€ n@dication and procedure authorization
rom ph)\/{sician)

I Type 1 Diabetic

Monitors Blood Sugars while at school?
Requires Insulin at school?

Glucagon order?

Insulin pump?

Managed with diet?

=+ —
— — — — —

I Type 2 Diabetic

I nibtional/Behavioral/Psychological: Please explain:

—

Gastrointestinal /PRaseenplainh Pr ob |l e ms :

—

Genet i c Hkehse explane r :

—

He a d aPRldase explain:

—

Hearing Probl emdl RightEar I Left Ear I Both ears I Tubes
I Hearing loss? | Hearing aid? | Cochlear Implant

—

He ar t C Pleadeiexplain: Are there any activity restrictions? Any medications taken at home only?

—

Hypertension (High Bl ood Pressure):

—

Juvenil e A{dirt Probleins: PlBasererplain:

—

Ki dney PRleade bxplairs :

I Scoliosis: I No Treatment | Wears Brace | Surgery
I Seizures/ ChBleaseu | g Type of seizure:
explain: | Diastat order

—

Si CdlllAeemia:

—]

Spina Bifida:

—]

Speci ®leasdexpin:

I Vision Probl ems:| I Wearsglasses | Wears contacts | Other,
I Ot her Medi c aPleastannlubé any medlisations taken at home only.
Part Ill i Medical Equipment /Procedures Required at School
I Catheter I Gastric Tube T Nebulizer Treatments | Oxygen Supplement I Tracheostomy
I Vagal Nerve Stimulator (VNS) | Ventilator I Wheelchair I Walker

Required Signatures

Signature of parent(s) or guardian: Date:

Signature of school nurse: Date:
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Corporal Punishment
One of the possible disciplinary actions for violating the student code of conduct is corporal
punishment (paddling). If you sign the form below, you are indicating that you do NOT want your child
or children paddled AND that you realize that suspension may be the alternative disciplinary action.

If you sign this form, your child/children WILL NOT be paddled. Be sure to list each child and grade
level at one school.

20102011School Year Corpor al Puni shment

(Todaybés Dat e)

(School)

l, (parent/guardian name), do not want my children to be paddled.
understand that suspension from school may be assigned as an alternative punishioeidieasfor
by Limestone County Board Policy. The names and grade levels of my children are listed below.

Sincerely,

(Parent/guardian signature)

1. Grade level
2. Grade level
3. Grade level

4. Grade level
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SCHOOL MEDICATION PRESCRIBER/PARENT AUTHORIZATION

STUDENT INFORMATION

Student 6s Name

School Grade Teacher School Year
List any known drug allergies/reactions Height (inches) Weight (Ibs)
PRESCRIBER AUTHORIZATION
Name of Medication Reason for Taking (optional)
Dosage Route Frequency/Time(s) to Be Given
Begin Medication Stop Medication
Date Date
Special Instructions:
Does medication require refrigeration? Yes No [
Is the medication a controlled substance? Yes No [

Is selfmedication permitted and recommended for this student?Yes'| No!l]
If asthma inhaler or emergency medication, do you recend this medication be kefpto n  p eby theostuadent? YesNo [
Potential Side Effects/Contraindications/Adverse Reactions

Treatment Order in the event of an adverse reaction:(Attach additional sheet or use the back of this form if necessary)

| hereby affirm that this student has been instructed in the proper setadministration of the prescribed medication(s).

Signature of Prescriber Date Phone Fax

PARENT AUTHORIZATION

| authorize the School Nurse, the registered nurse (RN) or licensed practical nurse (LPN) to delegate to unlicensagatheld
task of assisting my child in taking the above medication. | understand that adgiticera/prescriber signed statements will be
necessary if the dosage of medication is changed. | also authorize the School Nurse to talk with the prescriber or sthauidaci
guestion come up about the medication.

Medication must be registered withe principal, his/her designee, or the school nurse. It must be in the original container and
properly | abeled with the studentods name, prescr i beénteiva,
route of administrdtton, and the date of drugds expiration when app
medication at home in case of a possible allergic reaction.

Signature of Parent or Guardian Date Phone

name
ropr

| authorize and recommend setiedication by my child for the above medicatidralso affirm that he/she has been instructed irj
proper selfadminigration of the prescribed medication by his/her attending physician. | shall indemnify and hold harmless th
the agents of the school, and the | ocal boar d of -adniistateon
of prescribed medication(s).

Signature of Parent or Guardian Date
If any questions or problems arise, call me at: (H) (W) (Cell)

the
e school.
i on

Policy JGCB-A also GCRA-RA
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LIMESTONE COUNTY SCHOOLS
DIRECTORY INFORMATION EXCEPTION FORM

(HIGH ScHooL FORM T GRADES 7-12)

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING THE FORM BELOW.

* Please sign ONLY if yoDO NOT want the marked (X) directory information
releasedabout your child.

l, do notwish for the following information regarding my
child, , grade , to be distributed to any outside
recruiting agency or other organization (includes,rmitlimited to newspapers, school and system
websites).

** Please mark (X) each item of information listed below that y@@ NOT want released about your child.

Name

Address

____ Telephone Number

Parent sd Names

Grade Level

Particpation in Officially Recognized Activities
Athletic Height and Weight

Awards and Honors

| understand that in signing this document | am restricting the above information from being released from the school.

Signed:

(parent/guardian)

Date:

e Please sign ONLY if yolDO NOT want the marked (X) directory information released
about your child.
e Anything marked (X) cannot be released to any newspapeionor Roll or other awards.
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REFUSAL FOR A STUDENT TO PARTICIPATE IN REMEDIATION FOR THE
ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXAM
Policy IHF-RAAA

Being aware of the fact that appears to be deficient in the objectioés
(Name of Student)

| theparent
(Reading, Language, Mathematics, Science, and/or Social Studies) (Parent/Guardian)
or legal guardian of request that he/she not be placed in the ¢Blsis Lab) designed to upgrade
(Name of Student)
his/her objectives in the aforementioned subject(s). In signing this statement, | release and all of the

(Name of School)

officials employed by the Limestone Cour@ghool Systenof any and all responsibilities associateith providing

additional instrudbn for my sa/daughter in the objectives of .
(Reading, Language, mathematics, Science, and/or Social Studies)

The signing of this statement is notlie interpreted as an elimination of all instruction for but
(Name of Student)

rather the elimination of responsibilities associated vatbaching the objectives tested onAfeama High School

Graduation Exam

Signatire of the Student ~ Date
Signatureof Parent/Guardian "~ Date
Signatue of Principal - Date

Signature of the Superintendent " Date

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: February 1, 1999
AMENDED: February 1, 2010
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Student Athlete Consent/Release Form
POLICY IDFB

| have read and understand the Limestone County Board of Education Policy regarding drug testing of

athletes. (Policy IDFB) | agree to submit to prohibited substance testing at any time as a condition of my initial

and continued participation in student athletic activities. | specifically consent to allow urine samples to be

taken in accordance with the Board policy and consent
drug testing laboratory for testing to determine the existence of prohibited substances. | authorize any
laboratorytoreleaset est results to the Boardo6és designee and to

| expressly authorize the Board and its employees to release any test related information, including positive
results, to the finder of fact in any lawsuit, grievance or other proceeding initiated by me or on my behalf.

| understand that the refusal to submit to testing for the use of prohibited substances will result in my being
prohibited to participate in student athletics. | understand that it is a privilege not a right to participate in the
student athletics and that | must comply with the Board policy in order to be given the privilege to participate in
these events.

This document will remain in effect and serve as my continued consent and release while | am a student in the
Limestone County Schools less and until it is revoked by me in writing.

Date; Student Athlete:

Date: Parent or Legal Guardian:

SOURCE: Limestone County Board of Education, Athens, Alabama
ADOPTED: July 1, 1996
AMENDED: March 7, 2005
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