NOTICE:

LEEDS CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION

ACT 93-672

Provisions of the Act

Section I

This section mandates that parents enroll students with a private tutor or in a public, private, denominational or parochial school and mandates that the students attend regularly and properly conducts himself/herself.

A. Students must attend school on a regular basis with instruction from a private tutor (Laws of Alabama Relating to Education – 16-28-5 “private tutor means and includes only instruction by a person who holds a certificate issued by the State Superintendent” and Secondary (SACS) Standards 3.4.0 – 3.4.9 or instruction at a private school, denominational school, parochial school, or a public school.

B. Students must properly conduct themselves in accord with a written behavioral policy (Student Handbook).

C. Parents who fail to ensure regular attendance or compliance with the applicable behavior code “shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100) and may also be sentenced to have labor for the county for not more than ninety (90) days.  (The unauthorized or unexcused absence of the child is prima facie proof of lack of compliance with the law.)

D. Parents who fail to require their child/children to attend school regularly or fail to compel the child/children to properly conduct himself/herself shall be reported by the principal to the Superintendent.  The Superintendent or his designee shall report such suspected violations to the District Attorney within ten (10) days.

E. Any principal, Superintendent, or designee intentionally failing to report such a suspected violation shall be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor.

F. “The District Attorney shall vigorously enforce this section to ensure proper conduct and required attendance by any child enrolled in public schools.”

ACT 93-368

Provisions of the Act

In order for a person under the age of 19 to receive a driver’s license or learner’s license, the following requirements must be met:

A. Student is enrolled and making satisfactory progress in a course leading to a general educational development certificate (GED) from a state approved institution or organization, or has obtained the certificate.

B. Student is enrolled in a secondary school of the State or any other state.

C. Student is participating in a job training program approved by the State Superintendent of Education.

D. Student is gainfully and substantially employed.

E. Student is a parent with the care and custody of a minor or unborn child.

F. Student has a physical certification that the parents of the person depend on him/her as their sole source of transportation.

G. Student is exempted from this requirement due to circumstances beyond his/her control.
IT’S THE LAW!
PARENTAL NOTIFICATION OF CIVIL LIABILITIES AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES

The following laws relate to civil liabilities and criminal penalties for violence and other misbehavior by students on school property or against school employees:

Attendance and Conduct (Act 94-782)
Each parent/guardian or other person having control or custody of a child required to attend school who fails to require the child to enroll, to regularly attend school, or to compel the child to properly conduct himself/herself as a pupil in accordance with the written policy on school behavior adopted by the local board of education shall be guilty of misdemeanor (may be fined up to $100 and may be sentenced to hard labor for up to 90 days).

Teacher Assault (94-794)

A person commits the crime of assault in the second degree (Class C felony) if the person assaults with intent to cause serious physical injury to a teacher or to an employee of a public educational institution during or as a result of the performance of his or her duty.

Drug Dealing (94-783)
A person who lawfully sells, furnishes, or gives a controlled substance to a minor may be liable for injury or damage or both suffered by a third person caused by or resulting from the use of the controlled substance by the minor if the sale, furnishing, or giving of the controlled substance is the proximate cause of the injury or damage.

Drugs, Alcohol, Weapons, Physical Harm, or Threatened Physical Harm (94-784)

The school principal shall notify appropriate law enforcement officials when a person violates local board of education policies concerning drugs, alcohol, weapons, physical harm to a person, or threatened physical harm to a person.  If any criminal charge is warranted, the principal is authorized to sign the appropriate warrant.  If that person is a student, the local school system shall immediately suspend that person from attending regular classes and schedule a hearing with 5 school days.

If a person is found to have violated a local board of education policy concerning drugs, alcohol, weapons, physical harm to a person or threatened physical harm to a person, the person may not be readmitted to the public schools until criminal charges, if any, have been disposed of by appropriate authorities and the person has satisfied all other requirements imposed by the local board of education as a condition for readmission.
Weapons in Schools (Act 94-817)

No person shall knowingly with intent to do bodily harm carry or possess a deadly weapon on the premises of a public school.  Possession of a deadly weapon with the intent to do bodily harm on the premises of a public school or school bus is a Class C felony.  (Note:  The term “deadly weapon” means a firearm or anything manifestly designed, made, or adapted for the purpose of inflicting death or serious physical injury, and such term includes, but is not limited to, a bazooka, hand grenade, missile, or explosive or incendiary device; a pistol, rifle, or shotgun; a switch-blade knife, gravity knife, stiletto, sword, or dagger; or any club, baton, billy, blackjack, bludgeon, or metal knuckles).

Vandalism (Act 94-819)
The parents, guardian, or other person having control of any minor under the age of 18 with whom the minor is living and who have custody of the minor shall be liable for the actual damages sustained to school property, plus the court costs, caused by intentional, willful, or malicious act of the minor.

Pistol Possession/Driver’s License (Act 94-820)
Any person over the age of 14 who is convicted of the crime of possession of a pistol on the premises of a public school, or a public school bus, shall be denied issuance of a driver’s permit or license to operate a motor vehicle for 180 days from the date the person is eligible and applies for a permit or license.  If a person over age 14 possesses a driver’s license on the date of conviction, the driver’s license will be suspended for 180 days.

Drop-Out/Driver’s License (Act 94-820 which amended Act 93-368 as codified in 16-29-40, Ala. Code, 1975)

The Department of Public Safety shall deny a driver’s license or learner’s permit to any person under 19 who is not enrolled or has not received a diploma or certificate of graduation.  Exceptions are students who:  are enrolled in a GED program, are enrolled in a secondary school, are participating in an approved job training program, are gainfully employed, are a parent of a minor or unborn child, or are the sole source of transportation for the parent.

Requirements of the Act
A. Verification of enrollment on Part I of the Student Enrollment/Exclusion Status form must be completed by the appropriate school personnel.  Each school has the option of determining who would best be in a position to issue this verification.  This may be the principal, assistant principal or counselor.  The name of the designated person shall be forwarded to the Student Services Department.

B. Each school is to notify student and the Student Services Department when a student has more than ten (10) consecutive or fifteen (15) cumulative unexcused absences during a single semester (Part I, Items 3 and 4 of the Student Enrollment/Exclusion form).  A copy of this form should be kept at the school; a copy given to the student and a copy forwarded to the Student Services Department.  This notice serves to inform the student that their lack of attendance is being reported to the Department of Public Safety for the purpose of suspending their driver’s license.  Upon notification, the student has the right to appeal.  Appeal is on the basis of circumstances beyond the student’s control as outlined in Section II C and D.  Upon completion of Appeals Process, the Student Services Department shall notify the Department of Public Safety of the student’s lack of attendance.
C. Exemptions to the policy for students due to circumstances beyond their control are limited to the following:

a. Students who are mentally or physically unable to attend school.

b. Students who are regularly and legally employed under the provisions of the Child Labor Law.

c. Students who because of the distance from the school and the lack of public transportation are compelled to walk more than two (2) miles to attend a public school.

D. Students suspended or expelled from school or imprisonment are not circumstances that qualify for exemption.
E. The Superintendent of Schools or his designee is the sole judge of whether or not evidence presented meets the legal requirements of “circumstances that are beyond control of the student.”
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