Funding Crisis
Thank you for your interest in the children of Baldwin County. Students in our county have the most to lose if the penny tax does not pass. We have developed this section of our web site to assist you in understanding the critical issues at hand. Here are the major points:

· The penny tax referendum will be March 23, 2010. The wording on the ballot specifies that it is a temporary tax that will run for only 36 months. Officials have to abide by the time limitation specified.
 

· 100% of the penny tax will stay in Baldwin County. It will NOT become part of “equity funding” or the “10 mil match”.

· Dollars from the penny will not be used for a "capital improvements" program.  The ballot language includes the words "capital improvements" because they are contained in the Code of Alabama (the law) that has to be stated on the ballot. The Board of Education is on record with a resolution stating that the priorities for the penny revenue will be used mainly to keep teachers and local school support employees in schools and to avoid another mass employee layoff.  

· Without the penny tax there will be additional layoffs of teachers and others who care for our children. The state superintendent predicts up to 3,500 teachers may lose their jobs across Alabama. More teacher layoffs are certain, according to the Alabama State Department of Education. Revenue is not coming into state coffers to fund education. Baldwin County has been shorted $61 million in state and local funding over 24 months. 
 

· Should revenue relief not come, further cuts will be made to the academic program which will put the school system at risk of losing district accreditation.  Baldwin County Public Schools earned district accreditation in May 2009, a milestone fewer than half of the state's districts have achieved. Colleges and universities will not generally accept students who graduate from non-accredited school systems.

· Without revenue relief, there will not be sufficient dollars to pay teachers to lead band and athletic programs so those programs are at high risk to be eliminated.

CLICK HERE FOR FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
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A number of helpful documents are available to help you understand the funding crisis, included projected employee losses per feeder pattern. 
CLICK HERE FOR HELPFUL DOCUMENTS, THEN CLICK ON THE "FUNDING CRISIS" FOLDER 

If you have a question not addressed, please send it to questions@bcbe.org , and it will be answered in future communications or on this website. 

