 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Summer Reading 11th IB English

Dr. Garden

The summer reading is Scarlet Song by Mariama Ba.

Our school library has copies of the book for you to check out.  Be sure to handle the book with care. If you lose the book, you will have to pay for it.

Read the information about the setting of the novel in the back of the book before starting the novel. I also recommend that you do some background reading via internet research on French colonization in Senegal.

On the second day of school you will have a short true/false test to check that you have read the book carefully, and you will turn in your notes, which will be graded.  These grades will be entered in the first term  report. 

Instructions for Notes.

If your handwriting is difficult to read, please type the notes; otherwise, you may write by hand.

Label all of your answers, so I can easily tell which question you are answering. We will be sharing these responses, so give pages if you think they will facilitate the discussion.

1.  Make a list of all major and minor characters as they are introduced into the novel.  If a character is only briefly mentioned, you do not need to include him/her. You should list names, physical descriptions, personality traits.

2.  Keep a log of unknown words encountered while reading, You do not need to include those in the glossary. Look them up and write a brief definition. 

3. Write a reader’s response of at least four lines for every twenty-five pages.  There should be seven entries.  The last one will cover less than twenty-five pages.  Do not clump together all seven sections together.  Label and separate each one.  

Be sure to back up with specific details any claims that you make.  For example. if you claim that you like something a character does, state clearly what he/she does.  Then explain why you like his/her action. 

Here are some guidelines for responses:

      Ask a question.  Give the page number

      Write about what you learned from a particular passage.

      Write about what a passage made you think about.

Your response does not have to fit into any of the three above categories. Remember the purpose of the responses is to get you involved with the reading and to find out what you think about it.

Have a wonderful summer. I am looking forward to working with you next year.

