Bay Minette Middle School

8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment

Instructions for Rising 7th Graders
I. All incoming eighth graders should read two books they’ve never read before from the list below:

Wilkerson, David
=
Cross and the Switchblade



Frank, Anne

=
Diary of a Young Girl


Paterson, Katherine
=
The Great Gilly Hopkins
Ten Boom, Corrie
=
The Hiding Place
Tolkien, J.R.

=
The Hobbit
Reiss, Johanna

=
The Upstairs Room
Filiporic, Zlata

=
Zlata’s Diary
Rawlings, Marjorie
=
The Yearling
Cooney, Caroline B.
=
The Face on the Milk Cartton
Dickens, Charles

=
A Christmas Carol
Draper, Sharon M. 
=
Tears of a Tiger

Greene, Betty

=
Summer of My German Soldier
Haddix, Margaret P.
=
Among the Hidden
Hiaason, Carl

=
Hoot

Hinton, S.E.

=
Rumble Fish

Levine, Gail Carson
=
Ella Enchanted
Lyman, Darryl

=
Holocaust Rescuers:  Ten Stories
Murphy, Jim

=
The Boys’ War
Paulsen, Gary

=
Brian’s Hunt

Paulsen, Gary

=
Dogsong

Peck, Robert

=
A Day No Pigs Would Die
Philbrick, Rodman
=
Freak the Mighty
Schnabel, Ernst

=
Anne Frank:  A Portrait in Courage
Steinbeck, John

=
The Pearl
II. What’s my written assignment?

A.  For each book, please write a book report in the following format:



1.  250-400 words in length



2.  Hand-written in blue/black ink on loose-leaf paper or typed 



3.  Name, date, and title in top left corner



4.  One-sided



5.  Stapled


        B.  The report should include the following information in three paragraphs:



1.  The Introduction   -   Title, author, genre of book, and theme



2.  The Body  -  Summary of main points and/or key events (conflict, climax, and resolution)



3.  The Conclusion – Student’s opinion of the book – positive or negative (Would you recommend it or not?)
III. When are the book reports due?

Reports are due on the third day of school during the 2010-2011 school year.

IV. Where can I find the books?

Any book vendor will do, as long as the books are complete and unabridged.  Below are a few suggested sources.


-  Barnes and Noble Book Fair at school

-    Public Library


-  Books-a-Million



-   Barnes and Noble


-  Used book stores in Baldwin and Mobile County
-   www.amazon.com
V. Students who complete the assignment will receive an out-of-uniform day and an extended break on the second Friday of the 2010-2011 school year.

